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St Asaph from Cefn – photo: Steve Morris

Flood defences – an end in sight

The final part of the flood defences is the culvert under the Lower
Denbigh Road. Construction has caused significant disruption to
traffic, with a big increase in vehicles on the High Street. The
culvert allows one-way flow of water from the stream in front of
the Honeywell factory. Work on the culvert is being undertaken
by KM Construction and is nearing completion. William Hughes
Ltd are undertaking minor repairs to the flood wall top stones and
building a low wall at the Bowling Green car park. In March 2019,
it was announced that Swansea-based Dawnus Construction
who built the flood defences was going into administration.
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Editorial

F

or 23 years, the St Asaph City Times was produced every two
months by largely the same dedicated and expert team of
volunteers and was distributed free of charge to every household in our
city. The paper ran to 56 pages on occasions and reported on all aspects
of life in St Asaph and beyond. It celebrated success and recorded
events both large and small - the floods of 2012, the granting of city
status and visits of VIPs.
The City Times informed us about the wide range of activities and
events taking place in St Asaph. Everyone had their favourite sections –
the letters page, the sports reports, the updates from our local schools,
and so on. The adverts were ideal for signposting us to local businesses
and services. And the diary pages in the centrefold kept us all abreast
of what was going on locally.
After such an extraordinarily long publication run, the team were
looking for others to take over – but at that time no-one put their hand
up. The final edition was printed in December 2017. Since then, we have
all come to realise how much we miss the City Times.
But a new team has eventually come together, and this is the first issue.
We have been given permission to use the same name. We are mostly
novices, and conscious that we have a very hard act to follow. Our aims
are the same – to report, inform, announce, celebrate, advertise, record
and entertain.
We aim to publish every two months. This initial print run is limited, but
we hope to increase the print run with the next issue and distribute door
to door when a team is recruited. Meanwhile, please pass this issue
round, and maybe pick up a copy for a housebound neighbour. And
come and find us at the Winter Fair in the cathedral on 29th November!

W

e need your support, feedback and contributions. If you want to
join the team, get in contact. If you can distribute copies in your
area, please let us know.

If you have a story to tell, a photo to share, an issue that needs covering,
an achievement to record, or an event to publicise, please contact us.
Local businesses – we will certainly need your support with adverts and
sponsorship. And of course - send us your letters!

Macmillan event

Congratulations to Lowri Williams,
Nia Harrison and Diane Lloyd for
organising a hugely successful
Macmillan Cancer Support fundraiser in Jacob’s Ladder recently, and

thanks to all those that supported the
event. A massive £1020 was raised!

The long-serving former City Times team

new City Times Team
Duncan Cameron, John Oliver, Will
Evers-Swindell, Susan Scott, Jo
Cotton, Vanessa Pritchard-Jones, Gill
Winter, Andrew Thomas, Janet
Cameron, Fiona Shand
For information and to supply news
or enter diary events please contact
on: 01745 583770 or
editorsact@gmail.com
Adverts and Sponsorship
Sponsorship
£200
Full page:
£90
Half page
£45
Quarter page
£30
Eighth page
£25
Send your copy to
editorsact@gmail.com
Payment details
Account: St Asaph City Times
Account no: 81856634
Sort Code: 403007
Deadline for copy for February issue
is January 14th
Please note: all letters must be
accompanied by name and address;
these can be withheld from
publication on request

THEFT: It has been reported to
the City Times that vandals have
stolen the “F” from the Funfair
sign on Rhyl seafront. Now that
is just simply unfair.
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What’s happened in the last two years?

St Kentigern Hospice – redevelopment nears
completion
Work is almost complete on the multi-million-pound
redevelopment project undertaken by local firm Wynne
Construction. Re-opening is scheduled for early in the
new year. The number of in-patient individual bedrooms
has been increased by 50%, and all have outside doors
wide enough so that patients can easily be taken outside
in wheelchairs or their beds on fine days to enjoy the
sunshine, fresh air and views of the Clwydian hills. Day
therapy facilities have also been improved together with
a new 40 cover cafe which will be open to both visitors
and the public.
St Kentigern Hospice will soon be recruiting volunteers for the cafe and in particular would welcome young
people (over 16 years old) who would benefit from gaining this type of experience. Staff who have been
temporarily located on the St Asaph Business Park and the old cemetery chapel on Mount Road will all be
back together again in the same building.
Open days for the community - when you can have a look around - are being planned with further details in
our next edition or on the St Kentigern Hospice website.
John Oliver

Open up a world of choices
for your child’s future

Fairholme School, St Asaph

Secondary School
Scholarships England
North Wales
Independent Schools
Independent Schools
NW England

Superb academic, sport,
music and drama facilities
•
•

Secondary School
Scholarships Wales
BOYS &
GIRLS
AGED
3-11

Wirral Grammar
Schools

•

Whichever direction you choose, Fairholme provides the
best possible start to your child’s education.
Our pupils gain places and scholarships at all the best schools
in North Wales and NW England.
Give your child a unique advantage with a Fairholme education.

We welcome visitors and oﬀer taster days.
For further information contact the Principal, Mrs Perkins,
on 01745 583 505 or email admin@fairholmeschool.com

Fairholme Preparatory School, St Asaph
www.fairholmeschool.com | Twitter: @fairholmeprep
Mount Road, St. Asaph, Denbighshire, LL17 0DH.
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Livingstone Place

A

nyone recognise any family features on these youngsters at the
table in the workhouse?

We never knew it as the workhouse, but we all knew HM Stanley
hospital. Maybe you worked there, or were born there, but even if not,
most locals will have visited the hospital. We have all been curious to
see the transformation of the weary and rather run-down NHS site into
a smart residential development over the last two years. The striking
façade and other listed elements have been carefully preserved, and
many features of interest have been incorporated into the project,
which comprises 37 listed converted flats, 46 new builds and 75 units
of assisted living. The last building should be complete by the end of
2020.
Developing a unique site like this takes great skill and vision. The
challenge was taken up by PURE, a local company based on the St
Asaph Business Park which has grown steadily from modest beginnings
in Kinmel Bay. PURE bought the site in 2012 and started building work
in 2015, with the aim of creating a prestige residential development
that would do justice to the history and architecture of the site. In
recognition of their work, the project was short listed for the National
‘What House’ Awards, within the ‘Best Renovation’ category. Definitely worth

a visit to the sales office, if only to see the extraordinary before and after
photos!
Editor

Livingstone Place

Upper Denbigh Road, St Asaph, LL17 0RR.

Luxury 1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments

*Free
fitted
carpets

Enjoy our exclusive offer this autumn at

Livingstone Place, St.Asaph.

*integral
kitchen
appliances

Purchase one of our exclusive Luxury Apartments and receive
fitted carpets * plus an additional integral kitchen appliance
(dishwasher or washing machine)*.

Own your own home Contact us for details today on
0845 6036746
from as little as £390 per month*
sales@purecommercial.co.uk
www.pureresidentialandcommercial.co.uk

* Terms & Conditions apply.
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Mathew Baker, library manager

Here at the library we have a wide range of materials - books, eBooks, audioBooks, comics, magazines and
newspapers. We can source materials from across Wales free of charge, with access to thousands of titles.
All of this, as well as WiFi and computer access is completely free with your library membership. Printing and
photocopying are also available for a small fee.
We love to see children using the library - we have all the latest big hits by children’s authors. Every year the
library holds a Summer Reading Challenge where children can earn prizes or a medal for reading regularly.
This year Ysgol Esgob Morgan managed a 100% completion rate, so well done to them! For younger children,
the library holds children’s group sessions such as Bookstart and Cymraeg i Blant where parents and children
can sing, dance, play and learn Welsh together. There are classes for adults too, including a free Coleg
Llandrillo course every Friday teaching basic computer skills.

June 2018 re-opening – Cllr Peter Scott, Chair of DCC cuts
the ribbon

We offer meeting rooms available for private hire,
community groups or business. We regularly have visitors
from our partners who provide public services- from Vision
Support to Talking Point, a group who have ‘Community
Navigators’ to give help and information to the elderly and
vulnerable. We are a DCC One Stop Shop so we also provide
Council services, so you can pay bills, make service
enquiries, collect and send forms quickly, and much more.
Finally, don’t forget that we are a Tourism Information
Point and we hold details of all local events and goings-on.
And if you’re looking to enjoy beautiful St Asaph, don’t
forget to pick up a Town Trail leaflet here. For more

information, please call in or ring on 01745 582253. Opening times 9.30 – 5.00 Mon, Wed &Fri; Sat 9.30 - 12.30

GWD

LANDSCAPING & TREE SURGERY

Over 10 Years Experience
Over

• All Aspects of Fencing • Tree Surgery
• Grass Cutting
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Cutting
• Logs for Sale

Free Quotations, Fully Insured & All Waste Removed
01745 520071

07881 810543

www.gwdlandscaping.co.uk
enquiries@gwdlandscaping.co.uk
4 Cross Foxes, Glascoed, Abergele, LL22 9DE
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Renovations at the parish church
After four years of planning, consulting and fund-raising,
work has now started on a re-ordering project at the
parish church. It is hoped that the work will be complete
by May 2020.
Supported by the former Community Association, the City
Council, our MP and AM, and most importantly the people
of St Asaph, the scheme will renovate the parish church
into a warm, welcoming and well-equipped building, a
venue for community activities whilst continuing in its role
as the parish church. There will be a kitchen, a small meeting room and new toilets at the rear of the church,
with a gallery above, a large open space in the naves, and new heating and lighting systems.
Where has the funding come from? It began with the sale of the cemetery chapel on Mount Road. The
National Churches Trust and the Diocesan Transformation Fund supplied crucial project development funds
early on. Subsequently a major grant from the Welsh Communities Facilities Programme of £250,000
enabled the project to go ahead. The St Asaph Community Association contributed £27,000 in recognition
of the future role of the building as a venue for community activities. The Gwynt Y Môr fund has contributed
£31,000 to install the new heating system, and Churchfields Community Trust has contributed £5,000. Many
fund-raising activities have been undertaken by members of the congregation, who have also contributed
generously. Fund-raising will continue for further equipping of the building.
How will the building be used for community activities? Several such activities have already been taking
place there, including the DCC Youth Club, teas for the elderly, and children’s holiday clubs. A range of other
community activities are envisaged, such as concerts, exhibitions, keep-fit, mother and toddler groups and
fund-raising events. The church will be available for clubs, charities, private functions and commercial
bookings. In other words, it will serve as both the parish church and a well-equipped community venue.
There will be a community management team working alongside the church committee. The team will be
made up of local volunteers, and it is hoped to start recruitment of volunteers in spring 2020.
During the building project, the parish Sunday service will be held in the cathedral at 9.30am.

St Asaph Community Association

Long distance walk guidebook published
The official guidebook to one of the UK’s most beautiful long-distance
walking routes has now been published and is available on Amazon. The
134 mile long North Wales Pilgrims Way passes through St Asaph on its
way from Basingwerk Abbey to Bardsey Island, through some of North
Wales’ most beautiful countryside. The NWPW was the brainchild of Chris
Potter, well known locally as a former Dean of St Asaph cathedral.
His guidebook contains route descriptions, hand-drawn maps, intriguing
details about points on the way, and stunning photos. The number of
people walking the route either in parts or a whole is increasing each year,
and if you see someone with a rucksack and walking poles on High Street,
there is a good chance they will be on the NWPW. Visit the website on
www.pilgrims-way-north-wales.org
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E-mail editorsact@gmail.com to get your item included.

Items correct at time of going to press but could be liable to change
Regular Weekly Events
Day
Time
Monday
2:00 -3:30pm
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

Details
Sgwrs Gymraeg. Conversational Welsh at 4 levels in the Song School
near the Cathedral. Further details Janet Cameron 01745 583770
6:00-8:00pm DCC Youth Club at Llanelwy Community Church, High St, St Asaph
7:30-9:30pm St Asaph Choral Society rehearsals in Capel Trefnant, Trefnant. Contact
Rita Thomas 01745 590355 or stasaphchoralsociety.co.uk
9:15-11:30am Aros a Chwarae /Stay and Play. Free Toddler group at Llanelwy
Community Church, High St. Contact Viv 07503216346
1:00- 2:00pm Tai Chi at Old Court House, Chester Street. Ongoing classes. Further
details Ann Simm 07852321502 or qigonggirl51@gmail.com
2:00 -3:15pm Qigong at Old Court House, Chester St. Further details as above
9.30-11.00
Cylch Ti a Fi in the Translators Tearoom at the cathedral
2pm
Bingo with refreshments at Llys-y-Felin. Further details from Maria
Mielczarski 07759250139
12:30-2:30pm Random Acts of Kindness. Drop in for a chat, seek advice, read the
paper or play a board game. Contact Alan: Facebook @St Asaph RAK
1:30pm
Bingo with refreshments at The Old Palace. Further details from Maria
Mielczarski 07759250139
9.30 am
Parish Eucharist in the cathedral
11.00am
Cathedral Eucharist
10:30am
Llanelwy Community Church -Morning Worship with Sunday School for
children. Refreshments available from 10:15am.

All aspects of Garden and
Grounds Maintenance
•
•
•
•
•

Hedge cutting
Weeding
Grass cutting
Power washing
Banks, orchards and Ponds maintained

Please call Richard Rowlands on 07912 252891
citylandscapes77@yahoo.com
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Programmed Events
November
Saturday 23rd
7pm
Saturday 30th

7:30pm

December
Sunday 1st
Tuesday 3rd
Thursday 5th

11-12 am
7:30pm
7pm

Friday 6th
Tuesday 10th

12-2pm
6 –8pm

Wed 11th
Thursday 12th

6 -8 pm
2:30 -4pm

Friday 13th

2 -5pm

Friday 13th
Monday 16th
Tuesday 17th
Tuesday 17th

6 – 8pm
6 – 8pm
6 - 8pm
7 - 9pm

Tuesday 17th

3 – 5pm

Wed 18th
Wed 18th
Friday 20th
Saturday 21st
Christmas Eve

2 - 6pm
6 – 8pm
2 – 6pm
10am-4pm
4pm
7pm
11:30pm
8am
9:30am
11am
3:30pm

Christmas Day
Christmas Day
Christmas Day
Christmas Day
January
Friday 3rd
Friday 3rd

12-2pm

Sunday 5th
Tuesday 7th
Tuesday 7th
Thursday 9th
Thursday 9th

11 -12
7 - 9pm
7.30pm
7pm
2:30-4pm

Thursday 9th

7pm

Tuesday 21st
Friday 24th

7pm
tbc
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An Evening of Song - Fundraising concert at St Asaph Cathedral, featuring
Trelawnyd & Bro Glyndŵr Male Voice Choirs and various soloists.
Haydn’s Nelson Mass and Handel’s Chandos Anthem. St Asaph Choral
Society with orchestra. Tickets: Cathedral Frames, High St.
Messy Church for families at the Translators Tearoom.
Llanelwy WI Christmas party at the Cricket Club.
Merched y Wawr, Noson o Frethyn Cartref Nadoligaidd, Capel Bethlehem
Unedig.
Table top sale at the Old Palace
St Asaph Rotary float visiting Bryn Elwy, Livingstone Place, Tai Cochion and
Rhuallt
Rotary float in Clwydian Park
Tea @Two Christmas party. Dementia friendly activities followed by tea at
Llanelwy Community Church.
Annual Christmas Party for older people. Buffet, bingo and quiz at The Old
Palace. Tickets £3 from Maria Mielczarski 07759250139.
Rotary Float in Mount Rd and Llys-y-Felin
Rotary Float in Llwyn Elwy
Rotary Float in Bishops Walk
Rhyl and St Asaph Angling Assoc. Fly Tying Evening at Trefnant Village Hall.
All welcome. Further details: Chris 07970216533
St. Asaph Cathedral Time Travellers Christmas Family Event. Make Tudor
and Victorian decorations and cards and follow the Christmas trail.
Rotary Float at Co-op, St Asaph
Rotary Float in Heol Esgob and Roe Park
Rotary Float at Co-op, St Asaph
Rotary Float at Co-op, St Asaph
Crib Service at the Cathedral
The Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
The Midnight Mass
Holy Eucharist
Parish Eucharist at the Cathedral
Cathedral Eucharist
Evening Prayer
Table top sale at The Old Palace
NEW Sinfonia New Year Gala Concert . Viennese Evening at St Asaph
Cathedral. Tickets £15, students £4, available from Cathedral Frames
Messy Church for families at Translators Tearoom.
Rh & St A. Angling Assoc. Fly Tying Evening, Trefnant, as Tues 17th Dec
WI talk on the Air Ambulance in the Cricket Club
Merched y Wawr. Noson o Chwaraeon Bwrdd, Capel Bethlehem Unedig.
Tea @ Two. Dementia friendly event with various games and tea at
Llanelwy Community Church. Details: Janet Cameron 01745 583770
NOW Club meeting at Bod Erw. Further details from Margaret Corlett
582468 or Jeanette 582250
Rh & St A. Angling Assoc. Fly Tying Evening, Trefnant, as Tues 17th Dec
Radio 4 Any Questions? Programme from the cathedral
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North Wales International Music Festival
We were thrilled with the success of this year's Festival and would like
to thank everyone who supported us. Our 'Mother Earth' theme gave us
the opportunity to realise how so many composers have been, and
continue to be, inspired by our wonderful planet and also to think of all
the challenges we face with climate change and the problems in our
oceans.
This theme linked all our concerts and the education activities we
delivered to young people. It gives us great pleasure to welcome worldclass artists to St Asaph and this year included such wonderful
programmes - from the exquisite piano playing of Japanese pianist Yu
Kosuge’s ‘Wind and Water’ recital to young Welsh pianist Luke Jones
playing Schumann’s Forest Scenes and Ravel’s Mirrors. The Gesualdo Six vocal group transported us on a magical
journey and a true highlight was our new commission by Robat Arwyn - The history of creating everything in the world!
A lovely light-hearted reflection upon the creation, with lyrics by Welsh poet Mererid Hopwood, performed by Côr
Rhuthun, Côr Cytgan Clwyd and Côr Ysgol Pen Barras.
Our resident orchestra NEW Sinfonia, conducted by Robert Guy, gave us a memorable performance of Beethoven's
Pastoral Symphony and our final night with the WNO Festival Community Chorus performing Carl Orff's Carmina
Burana was an unforgettable evening and wonderful finale. Ann Atkinson, Artistic Director

STOP PRESS!! Join us at our fundraising concert on Saturday 23 November, 7pm at St Asaph Cathedral. An Evening

of Song featuring Trelawnyd & Bro Glyndŵr Male Voice Choirs, Christopher Frost, Tesni Jones & Lisa Dafydd, Castor
Voices, Elis Jones, Sion Eilir Roberts, me and my husband Kevin Sharp. Tickets are £10, available on the door!

St Asaph Choral Society and Orchestra

NEW Sinfonia New Year Gala Concert

Saturday 30th Nov. at 7.30pm in St Asaph Cathedral.
Haydn’s Nelson Mass. and Handel’s Chandos
Anthem No 9.
Conductor Graham Eccles. Olivia Hunt soprano,
Kathryn Nash alto, Alwyn Evans tenor and Jeremy
Honeybun baritone.
Tickets £12 (children and students £6) from choir
members or Cathedral Frames 01745 582929

Friday 3rd Jan 2020 at 7.00 in St Asaph Cathedral.
Viennese Evening, with works by Rossini, Bizet,
Monti and Strauss.
NEW Sinfonia conducted by Robert Guy, with soloist
Erin Rossington, winner of the Pendine
International Voice of the Future.
Tickets £15 (£4 students) Cathedral Frames 582929

Preschool Fun

Penny Adey

Aros a Chwarae/Stay and Play, a free toddler group, runs
every Tuesday from 9.15-11.30 am at Llanelwy Community
Church on the High Street. The group is run by a team of
Christian volunteers, with the aim of supporting parents and
carers while providing craft, singing, stories, and toys for preschool children. Each week our story time is introduced by
Gerald the muppet and is followed by homemade cakes and
refreshments. We stay open in the holidays (except
Christmas) and offer crafts for older children too. We fully understand how
unpredictable life is with one or more small children so, although we do encourage regular attendance, we run on a
“come when you can” basis. So, whether you are a mum, dad, grandparent, childminder, or any other sort of carer,
you will find a warm welcome at Aros a Chwarae. Please look at our Facebook page for more information (Aros a
Chwarae/Stay and Play @stayandplayllanewy) or ring Viv on 07503 216346. We look forward to meeting you!
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PPPPProgress with cycle routes?
The impressively alliterative Denbighshire Free Press article from July 31st
describes how the County Council is planning to build walking and cycling
routes linking Denbigh, Trefnant and St Asaph. A feasibility study is being
arranged by County Councillor Brian Jones and colleagues looking at
potential routes.
There are some good safe cycle and walking routes north from St Asaph,
with the beautiful path along the east side of the river from Rhuddlan to
Rhyl – but travelling south is a very different affair. Cycling the main road to
Denbigh is an alarming experience, with lorries and cars passing at speed,
whilst you try to avoid potholes. The back road to Denbigh is also narrow,
with dips and blind corners. With the growing popularity of cycling, the increasingly efficient e-bikes, and
our need to adopt healthier and more sustainable lifestyles, a good walking and cycle path would be a great
asset. It’s a good time to contact Brian with your views about the scheme. Brian.Jones@denbighshire.gov.uk

Welsh Mountain Bike Champion
Coming from a family of runners, horse riders and cyclists, Scott Williams (17)
of Mount Road is the current Welsh MTB XC Champion - and has been for the
last 3 years! He and his siblings train at Coed Llandegla mountain bike centre
and Scott hopes to retain his title in this alarmingly tough sport this coming year.
He is studying for A levels at St. Brigid’s School, and plans for university with a
place on the university cycling team as he is determined to pursue his racing
alongside his studies. Good luck Scott!
PS: Is that the Olympic symbol on the stone you are riding over?

The Afon Elwy Environmental Group
The Afon Elwy Environmental Group was started in 2003 with the aim of protecting and enhancing the areas
on both sides of the river Elwy as it flows through St Asaph. Projects have included new river side paths,
picnic tables and benches, interpretation boards and planting flowers, hedge cutting etc. We work in
partnership with St Asaph City Council, Denbighshire Countryside Services and Natural Resources Wales. The
good work of the group has been recognised with a Keep Wales Tidy Award, the Bryn Jones Community
Service Award from St Asaph Rotary Club, the Green Flag Award and recently an encouraging report from
Wales in Bloom.
This summer the group led a community effort
to enhance the High Street and other parts of
the city with hanging baskets and flower
troughs. This has been much appreciated. We
will enter the Wales in Bloom competition again
in 2020 and would like support from local
businesses and people to make it even better.
If you would like to join the group, you would be
most welcome. We have a meeting every few
months, enjoy a meal together twice a year and
organise working meetings to complete tasks
such as litter picking, hedge cutting, cleaning
bird and bat boxes etc. For more information please email the secretary on di.r@talktalk.net
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Freda Grube

We have had a fantastic first term of the new school year at the VP. The new
Nursery class have settled in beautifully and the children in all classes are
making full use of all the indoor and outdoor facilities we have here at the VP.
We have lots of eco initiatives that we hope locals can help with. There are
lots of ‘continuous provision’ items that can be collected and we can put them
to great use for the children. These include clean plastic tops from milk
containers and drink bottles, cardboard inner rolls from toilet and kitchen rolls,
egg boxes, cardboard boxes, conkers, sticks, buttons, corks, in fact anything
that the children can use for junk modelling and using their imagination!
Outside we have our ‘Mud Kitchen’ and ‘Tinker Table’. For our mud kitchen,
the children can always make use of kitchen utensils, pots and pans, plates,
dishes etc. and for our Tinker Tables, nuts and bolts, tools, wood, guttering, bricks, pallets, tyres, tiles, in fact anything
that the children can ‘tinker’ with! Our thanks also go to Watkins Jones, who recently provided us with safety
equipment for the children. The children love working with real tools and building materials and being ‘hands on’, so
they were thrilled when Jac’s dad Jason Jones presented them with their own, perfectly sized hard hats and Hi-Vis
jackets.
(More from the VP next issue! – Ed)

24 HR EMERGENCY CALL OUT SERVICE
07728 516133 (calls and texts ) 01745 797953
e-mail psaelectrical@gmail.com
Domestic – Commercial - Industrial

ST ASAPH
BASED
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Ysgol Glan Clwyd – some changes
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Daniel James Dain-Dodd [Year 12]

The school’s architectural journey from past to present has been a successful one. The old school is a traditional late
Victorian building, built as a grammar school in the 1870s. It still has its Victorian features to this day, despite
modernisation. Its old red bricks give it a gleaming shine and the building stands out beautifully. The new building has
tried to preserve some of the Victorian features the old school possesses. The facade of the new building also has red
bricks; it is, however, lacking the delicate touch of the old grammar school. The interior of the new is very different
from the old building which is subtly archaic with stone steps and exquisite mahogany banisters leading up to the
second floor. The old eerie corridors are now long gone, replaced by modern glass and wide staircases. The interior of
the new building is very solemn and extremely white; everything is white, from the walls to the tables in the canteen.
It’s extraordinarily modern with big plastic chandeliers hanging from the immense roof, blending the old and the new
with the school retaining its traditional feel with a modern facade.
The transition between the new school uniform and the old was also for the best. The brown didn’t represent our
school well, I felt. I really like the blazers although there are some in opposition. The navy blue against the gold is an
astute colour combination, as it was good to keep something of the old: the gold rim. I believe the blazers and the
entire uniform has increased the school’s profile in Denbighshire, and it shows our pride in our school.

Welsh girls football champions!
On October 2nd 2019 a team of fourteen girls from Ysgol Glan Clwyd, Yrs. 8 & 9, winners of the Welsh Schools
FA Girls Under 13 Cup, set off to compete in the SAFIB U14 Girls’ Rod Houston Cup in Lilleshall, England. They
played three matches against the champions of Ireland, England and England B during this three day
celebration of girls’ football. All girls performed brilliantly and their goalkeeper was named Player of the
Tournament. Ireland were overall winners of the tournament. Anya D. (from St.Asaph) said, “ I’m so thankful
I got this opportunity…it was a brilliant experience and I’m sure I will remember it for a long time.” More
information about the team and other news from Ysgol Glan Clwyd can be found on the school Twitter
account @YsgolGlanClwyd. Stop Press: Also newly awarded DCC Sports Award for team of the year 2019!

St Asaph Allotment Association

S

t Asaph allotments are sited on the common and are a
popular resource for residents of the City and
surrounding villages who want to enjoy growing their own
fruit and vegetables. There is always lots of advice and
support from plot holders for anyone who is new to
growing, and it is delicious and very satisfying to taste and
eat food you have grown yourself. The allotments 'have
been put to bed' for the winter, however if anyone is
considering taking on an allotment in 2020 and would like
some more information please get in touch with the
membership secretary by e mailing: jo.stasaph@gmail.com
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“Bitter-sweet” lifeline for Honeywell
as Goodfish Group purchase factory

Closure of the Honeywell factory was announced earlier
this year. The factory employed around 150 people and
plans for a gradual winding down of operations at the site
were initiated. Unite the union described closure of this
“profitable and high-performing” site as “a devastating
blow to a loyal workforce”.
However, on November 5th, sale of the factory site to the
Goodfish Group was announced. Goodfish has said that it
will be retaining 47 existing roles and will add a further 7.
It will use some of the existing machinery and has signed a five-year contract with Honeywell to supply
extruded PVC products. Terms of the agreement have not been disclosed. The Goodfish Group currently
operates from three sites in the Midlands and specialises in plastic injection moulding, vacuum-forming
products, and offers printing, second-stage assembly and on-site precision tool-making.
Unite the Union has been involved in negotiations and discussions from the outset. Along with the Welsh
Government and DCC, they have been working to help employees find alternative employment. Whilst the
Goodfish purchase has been welcomed, it has been described as “bittersweet” in that whilst a proportion of
jobs will be kept, the majority will be lost. The Goodfish Group may start operations there as early as
December, and there is clearly potential for future expansion. Their website advertises their commitment to
“kaizen” – a Japanese concept referring to business activities that continuously improve all functions and
involve all employees from the CEO to the assembly line workers. Let’s wish them well.

R W Roberts & Son
Independent Funeral Directors
Trefnwyr Angladdau Annibynnol
Plas Tirion, Kinmel Avenue

Abergele
01745 827777
email : rwroberts.abergele@gmail.com

Gorffwysfa, Ystrad Road

Denbigh
01745 812935
email : rwroberts.gorffwysfa@gmail.com

www.rwrobertsandson.co.uk

Personal, caring and complete service
Day and Night
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans
available
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Heather and Jackie in the Tearoom
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Gypsy and Traveller Residential Site
Consecutive meetings organised by BRAIDS (Businesses and Residents Against Inappropriate Development
in St Asaph) were held in the Oriel Hotel on 14th October to discuss the application for planning permission
for a Gypsy and Traveller Residential site at Green-gates East farm on Cwttir lane. BRAIDS recommended
opposing the application on the following grounds that:
• the proposals were contrary to the adopted Local Development Plan
• there is a lack of evidence to support the need for site
• there is lack of evidence to demonstrate this is the correct location for development
• the site will impact on the rural character of the area, upon amenity, and on the development of the
Business Park
• the appropriate forum to identify a Gypsy and Traveller Site is through the Local Development Plan
The consultation period was extended until November 5th, and a
decision on the application will be made in Jan/Feb 2020. The
planning application no. 46/2019/0792 can be viewed on
www.denbighshire.gov.uk/planning where it is described as
“Change of use of land to residential Gypsy and Traveller to include
three semi-detached amenity blocks with associated hard
standing, access road and landscaping”.
With respect to location of a Gypsy and Traveller Transit Site, a
list of five possible locations was put before the DCC Communities
Committee in October, including three at Rhuallt and two off the
Henllan road in Denbigh. There has been no formal decision to
include any of these in the Local Development plan at this point.

St. Asaph City Council Report
PCSO Dave Jones attended the October meeting,
and reported on incidents of thefts from vans
within the community. He advised drivers to
ensure the safety of their vehicles by not leaving
items on view which could attract opportunist
thieves, particularly in the run up to Christmas.
Cllr. Barbara Rust reported that the efforts to
improve the floral decorations of the city during
the summer had resulted in being awarded 52
points in the very first entry in the “It’s Your
Neighbourhood” competition. Hanging baskets,
tubs, bunting and even the Mary Short Fountain
were given the floral treatment and brought a real
splash of colour to the city thanks to the Afon Elwy
Environment Group, supported by the City
Council. It is hoped to repeat the exercise next
summer and extend the number of displays to
provide even greater impact. Cllr Rust appealed
for volunteers to help with the watering and care
of the displays.

Proposed layout of the site

Denise Hodgkinson
Members of the City Council website committee,
chaired by the Mayor, Cllr. Peter Scott, discussed
the statutory information requirements of the
website and agreed that it was compliant. It was
decided to request the inclusion of the City Times
on it, and it was recommended that any
amendments or additions to the website should
be passed to the Website Working Party for
approval with the exception of the Clerk who will
continue to update the statutory information. The
Website Working Party recommended that
broadband be installed in the Council Community
Meeting Room after receipt of a quote from BT.
The St Asaph City Clerk is Mrs Jill Ellison, 26 Maes
Dolfor, Llanfairfechan, Conwy, LL33 0RP. Tel: 07521
641 756 email: clerk@stasaphcitycouncil.gov.uk . The
Clerk works from St. Asaph Library on Wednesdays
from 1-4.30pm. Minutes of meetings and details of
councillors are on:
http://www.stasaphcitycouncil.gov.uk/
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Rotary St Asaph

Tom Yuille

The Rotary Club of St. Asaph is still alive and kicking! It was with great regret that we decided not to go ahead with our
Country Fayre at Llannerch Park this year. It was felt that perhaps it had run its course and it was increasingly difficult
for some of our members. However, I am pleased to say that the Christmas Float will be doing its rounds with Santa
as usual. (see in Diary of Events)
Project work: We felt that St. Asaph needed a further defibrillator in
addition to the one at the Fire Station. In association with St. Asaph City
Council and the charity Achub Calon Y Dyffryn, Rotary provided a new
defibrillator on the wall of The Chippery at the Cathedral crossroads.
Thanks to The Chippery for their permission & help with the installation.
This year, with support from the Parish Church and the WI, we
established a monthly Tea Party for the elderly and isolated. We have
donated to a variety of local needs, including a recently disabled young
man to assist in his sporting rehabilitation. We have also supported a community project at the Cathedral, and the
North Wales Music Festival both financially and with the serving of drinks at evening concerts.
Youth projects include donations to a Ysgol Glan Clwyd team entering an international science competition, and
support for a student to join a Raleigh project to provide toilets in rural Tanzania. Each year we fund 2 students on
the highly respected week-long Rotary Youth Leadership Course. In addition, the Club recognises an important
voluntary contribution of an individual or group in our community with our yearly Community Service Award. This
went to Andy Underwood, a young First Responder for Wales Ambulance Service.
The Club made a major donation to fund toilets at a school in an impoverished part of rural Ukraine via the North
Wales branch of Chernobyl Childrens Lifeline. We also contributed to Lend with Care which provides microloans to
individuals starting small businesses in developing countries, and we once again funded Shelter Boxes for those made
homeless by disasters throughout the world. For more information contact the Secretary Tony Dean by email at
tonydean40@gmail.com

WOOD, GAS & ELECTRIC STOVES

GAS & ELECTRIC FIRES AND FIREPLACES

TRADITIONAL & MODERN RANGE COOKERS

CLASSIC HAND PAINTED KITCHENS

BATHROOMS, WETROOMS & TILES

OUTDOOR LIVING

Visit our inspirational showroom for the most important rooms in your home, with unique brands.
Open 8.30am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday.

Chester Street, St Asaph, LL17 0RE

|

01745 582254

|

rnwilliams.co.uk
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John Oliver

Walking football is increasing in popularity and the
fastest growing sport in the U.K in the past 12
months. It's for people that want to carry on
playing football but find it increasingly challenging
to keep up with younger players! Or get back to
playing if you have previously given up due to age
or injury. It also helps you get fit and maintain an
active lifestyle. Usually it's 6 a side, played indoors or outdoors, and although walking it can be fast paced and a lot
of fun. It’s non- contact so the chances of any injury are low.
Here in North Wales several teams have been formed, and a formal league expected in early 2020. “Denbighshire
Walkers” play on Wednesday evenings at Denbigh, but the numbers have grown so quickly an additional game is
planned at St Asaph Leisure Centre. So if you’re a man over 50 or a women over 40 why don't you contact us and
come along for a trial game and see what it's really all about? Contact davidcribb@hotmail.com or 07949 251050

Cricket Club Seniors Presentation Night.
The annual St Asaph Cricket Club Seniors
Presentation Night was held at the club on
November 2nd. The City Times is not entirely sure
what all the cups represents – but congratulations
to everyone pictured!
From L to R Daniel Ryan, Gareth Ryan, Daniel
Williams, Duncan Midgely, Andrew Pierce, Ben
Webster and Dominic Haynes, with the Ken
Hodgkinson Players’ Player cup

Recently Extended
New larger Shop
Some of the brands we stock are:

Kampa, Milenco , Full
Stop(security), Maypole, Numax,
Thetford, Truma,
Whale, Al-ko , BPW, Dometic,
Maxview, Lumo, Wastemaster,
W4, Leisurewize, Fenwicks, Elsan
(list not extensive)

We can cater for all you caravanning
needs
Open 7 days a week
(6 in the winter)

Gift Vouchers Available
Caravan Gifts, Ideal for
Christmas
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Remembrance Sunday Parade

The Remembrance Parade passes down the High Street

Andy Meadows (RM), Dan Meadows (RM) and
young Evie Meadows (also sporting the Royal
Marine Commandos woolly hat)

New Inn Ale Award

Mark and Elaine Morris, who run the New Inn, Lower Denbigh Road, have just
been awarded the Cask Marque accreditation for serving the perfect pint of cask
conditioned ale. Mark enthused: “This award is a great endorsement for us. A lot
of our customers visit the pub especially for the cask ale and it is really gratifying
to know that we are getting the formula just right.”
Cask Marque accreditation is only awarded to licensees whose ale passes a series
of rigorous independent quality audits of both the beer and the cellar standards.
To their credit, the New Inn has also been awarded the ‘Most Improved Pub 2019’ in the
Vale of Clwyd by Campaign for Real Ales (CAMRA).

Santa’s Sunday Lunch
Sunday

15th

December

Adults £21.95 for 3 courses
Children £11.95 for 3 courses (under 12)
Lunch is served at 12.30pm or 1pm

Celebrate Christmas
with all the family
at the Oriel Hotel!
Why not join us?

The perfect fun-filled Christmas afternoon for all the family
Party games, family quiz and a children’s disco
Children can visit Santa in his grotto and receive a gift
£10 deposit per person is required on all bookings.
For more details or to make a booking, contact us on 01745 582716 or mail@theorielhotel.com
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Radio 4 Any Questions? coming to St Asaph
Any Questions? Is Radio 4’s flagship political panel programme that goes out
live on Friday evenings at 8pm. It was first broadcast in October 1948 and its
current chair is Chris Mason. It will be held in the cathedral on Friday January
24th. Tickets will be available from the Cathedral Tearoom and Cathedral
Frames on the High Street in due course, and their availability will be
announced with posters and via Facebook. Hopefully the serene atmosphere
of the cathedral will have a calming effect on the panel!

Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking

I

n Oct 2017, the Cathedral hosted an event to help raise awareness of
modern slavery. Organised by Haven of Light, Conwy Voluntary Services
Council (CVSC) and the Diocese of St Asaph the event aimed to bring
together local charities working to tackle modern slavery, including
representatives from the police and local businesses. Since then, in a meeting
of the Governing Body of the Church in Wales, the Bishop of St Asaph, the Rt
Revd Gregory Cameron, introduced a motion that sought to commit the
Church in Wales to take action against modern slavery and trafficking.
As part of this commitment the Diocese will be working with Alison Ussery,
from Haven of Light, to help build links within our community. The charity
will also be the diocesan offering for 2020 with lots happening across the
Alison Ussery, Haven of Light
city. If you are interested in the work being carried out and/or want to know
more about how modern slavery exists today, including how you can spot
the signs, please do get in touch. You can find more online at https://www.havenoflight.co.uk

New Welsh Language Centre at Glan
Clwyd School
A planned new £1.5 million Welsh Language Centre sited on
the old science block at YGC will provide opportunities for
Welsh learners of all ages. It will make provision for pre-school
pupils and will also support latecomers to Welsh medium
education in Key Stage 2 & 3 through a “trochi” (immersion)
programme. It will also provide a facility for the development
of Welsh language resources and a potential base for Welsh
language delivery partners in addition to a small increase in
capacity for Ysgol Glan Clwyd. The centre will also be available
for adult learning outside school hours.

Facebook! Don’t forget -there are
two great Facebook groups for St Asaph:
St Asaph Memories Past and Present
ST ASAPH CITY.NORTH WALES

Concerns were raised about the need for additional parking for
the Centre on a temporary access site that residents had been
assured would be returned to playing fields following the
extension of the school in 2017. Following mounting objections
the council provided options including the use of the Cathedral
Car park and an extension of the current school/leisure centre
car park. However, residents have recently been advised that
a planning application has been submitted by DCC for a
permanent 38 place car park to be built on the former school
fields adjacent to Bryn Elwy.
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St Asaph first team, sponsored by Spring Gardens

S

t Asaph Football Club would like to welcome back the City Times and thank them for this opportunity to give a brief
update about the Club. Our Junior section has continued to grow and flourish. We now have two teams at U 6 and
teams at U7, U9, U10 and U 12. We have two senior teams playing in the Welsh Alliance League - the first team in
Division 1 and the Reserves playing in the Welsh Alliance Reserve League.
As a club we are greatly indebted to all the various local businesses who have sponsored kits for our teams , first team
matches and first team players. Over the coming editions of the City Times we will have pictures of all of the teams in
their kits displaying their sponsors logos and naming the businesses that sponsor our first team matches and players.
We will also have a stall at the Winter Fair in the Cathedral selling Club scarves, team pictures as well as a raffle for a
Christmas Hamper and tickets for our Christmas Raffle, with all the prizes kindly donated by local businesses.

St Asaph second team, sponsored by The Barrow

The new City Times will need your support, feedback and contributions. If you have a story to tell, a
photo to share, an issue that needs covering, a grouse to air, a hero to spotlight, an achievement to
record, or an event to publicise, please contact us. Local businesses – we will certainly need your
support with adverts and sponsorship. And of course - send us your letters!
If you want to join the team, get in contact. If you can distribute copies in your area, let us know.
Contact: editorsact@gmail.com

01745 583770

