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“During these very difficult times I would like to thank everyone who has helped to keep
St Asaph ticking over. Health workers, nurses, doctors, carers, teachers, shop workers,
delivery drivers, postmen, binmen and so many others, for all your acts of kindness I salute
you. When we get through this Covid-19 pandemic, and we will, it will be great to support
all our local businesses to get them up and running again. The spirit of St Asaph shines
through and we will return to life as we knew it eventually! Peter Scott, Mayor of St Asaph.
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WOOD, GAS & ELECTRIC STOVES
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CLASSIC HAND PAINTED KITCHENS
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Open 8.30am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday.
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s we fight this battle against Covid-19. I am reminded of
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In our care homes during COVID-19
Bryn Derwen is a local residential home caring for up to 19 residents with dementia.
“I would like to thank all of the staff, residents, families
and friends for your understanding, support, incredible
teamwork and community spirit during these troubling
times. Bryn Derwen has always felt like a home from
home and the sense of love and community is even more
evident and heart-warming during this difficult period
that we are all facing. We have all been so moved by your
acts of kindness; whether it’s been gifts and cards for the
staff, local man Stephen Roberts for producing and
donating to us visors, Denbigh Social Services for
supplying extra PPE, clapping for carers, or even just
ringing up to ask how we all are.

At present, we have no cases of the virus here. Our staff are working tirelessly around the clock in line with government
guidelines to ensure that our residents remain shielded and safe. Since the lockdown, we have been even more
determined to ensure that our residents continue to live in a happy and safe environment, so as well as using digital
media to keep residents in touch with their families, we have also kept them entertained with parties, BBQs and
additional activities. We look forward to seeing you all again and hope that you are keeping safe and well.
Nia Pierce, Manager

The Old Deanery is a residential care home with 20 local occupants.

“At The Old Deanery our doors have been closed to visitors since 12th of March
due to the pandemic. It was not an easy decision to make but we believe it was
the right one for the safety of residents and staff. We are very grateful to
Denbighshire County Council as their support has been fantastic, as have
residents’ families and strangers making masks and visors. The whole
community has been amazing.
We haven’t let it dull our spirits one bit and staff have gone above and beyond
the call of duty to ensure all residents have been upbeat and happy, with
games, quizzes, beauty treatments and staff even turning into hairdressers
while our normal hairdresser cannot come in. We have done lots of events
including Easter baking, crafts, and celebrations for VE day with lots of singing.
Every Thursday our residents like to clap at 8pm but have also clapped most
lunch times for the staff
off their own back! We have some comments from the residents
themselves as it’s lovely to hear what they say:
“All staff have gone out of their way, all management and staff
have stayed cheerful and positive and greet us every morning
with cheer, we had a wonderful 75th anniversary celebration and
it was a fantastic day I’m so happy I’m here and not living on my
own, I would like to say a big thank you to all our wonderful staff
at The Old Deanery”
Eileen
“What a marvellous place this is, they were one of the first to
lock down and staff have been marvellous thank you all” DF

Thank you to all our wonderful staff – you truly are amazing!”

Lisa Bowen, Manager
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Dr Iain Reid, GP

“At the start, we asked ourselves - is this another 1918
Spanish Flu? Or will it be like SARS, swine flu, and avian flu
- massive press coverage, but few patients? Then Italy
happened - and the rest is history.
Life in general practice is the same in some ways - still lots
of chronic disease care, end of life care and acute medicine.
But now consultations are only face to face if they can’t be
done by phone or video, and these are in PPE (personal
protective equipment - gloves, mask, apron), which is all quite odd for staff and patients.
Primary care adapted quite quickly to online work. Our new system has been really useful for video consulting, sending
brief messages (links to web pages etc), receiving photos of rashes and sending documents electronically eg sick notes.
Even some 80+ year olds who weren’t even sure they had a camera on their phone have managed video consultations!
We’re doing a lot of telephone-based consultations - something we’ve always done but much more so at the moment.
Patients have also been using our eConsult online system which collects information about symptoms which is then
sent to us by e-mail. Decisions about shielding have also entailed quite a lot of work, especially with changing
instructions from on high! But sorting this out is crucially important. Many people are very fearful of catching Covid19 and others don’t want to bother the health services, so some people are not seeking help or calling ambulances
when they definitely should.
And then there’s flu clinic - we suspect it’s going to be a busy one this year and will probably need social distancing.
We can do 400-500 flu jabs a day normally on our busiest days… that could be a very long line of socially distanced
people out the door! Some changes in the way we work will persist. We’ll be doing more virtual clinic work and using
some of the new systems to keep infection risk low. But on behalf of all the GP surgeries – we’ll still be here for you!”

On the wards in YGC

Nicola Roberts is a dialysis specialist nurse drafted across to the Covid wards.

“Working in the hospital during the pandemic is both frightening and rewarding – it seems daft putting those two
words in the same sentence, but that’s how it’s felt to me on the Covid wards! The fear is not particularly for my own
health, but for the elderly and vulnerable patients with other underlying health issues.
The absence of family and loved ones for patients in hospital is by far the hardest thing I have had to deal with during
the pandemic. We’re so used to having visitors in, and it is eerily quiet without them. Too quiet really, as the lovely
smiles and joy you would see as a patient sees their family are absent, and although we spend time with them
throughout the long shifts, they cannot see my smile through a surgical mask, as I pop in and out of the room doing
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different jobs, stopping to chat briefly. We have iPads and tablets to video call patients’ relatives, which helps a little,
but it’s still not the same as a face to face visit.
We try to keep families updated, although it’s hard to phone when the news is not good, and even harder to break
the news of a loved one’s death. There’s no easy way of doing this, and no possible way of holding back my own tears
as recipients of such heart-breaking news are so often in tears on the other end of the line. But there are many more
patients who gradually get better, which is so rewarding. Some patients have spent weeks in hospital, and we’ve seen
them at their weakest and most exhausted. We monitor them so carefully, and when they make progress - needing
less oxygen, taking a few more steps each day, becoming a little stronger,
appetite picking up, it’s really rewarding. It’s lovely speaking to family
members about this as they’re so relieved their loved one is coming
home - there is an enormous sense of gratitude from most of the families
we speak to, and it’s lovely to have that.
So there are many positive times, which contrasts with the enormous
amount of media coverage of the pandemic mainly focussing on death
rates, hospital capacity and supplies of PPE. I honestly don’t feel it’s as
scary as the coverage suggests it is. The measures the hospital has taken
seem to manage the admissions in an effective, speedy and safe way. I
am grateful that I’ve managed to keep safe and well so far and look
forward to the hospital returning to normal functioning as soon as
possible.”
Nicola Roberts

Intensive Care in YGC

Shona Hollins-Davies is a senior sister in ICU
“We were fortunate to have some time to prepare for Covid, although initially it was hard to believe it would affect us
that much in North Wales. We are quite an organised ICU and so there were planning meetings, action plans and
contingency arrangements right from the start, with plans adjusted continually as events unfolded. Our usual capacity
is 8 ICU beds and 3 HDU (high dependency unit) beds; by using theatres and theatre recovery rooms we made capacity
for 44 intensive care beds, although we have not needed that many – so far.
The challenge of providing sufficient staffing for this number of beds was also massive, but staff were drafted in from
different areas of the hospital and others were asked back from retirement; all were trained up and brought in to work
alongside. It was a time when many were apprehensive about how they would cope, and what the risks would be for
their families – few were worried for themselves. Usually there is 1:1 care on ICU – but at one point it appeared that
we might have to take on 4 patients each, with help from non ITU
staff – but fortunately it hasn’t come to that. The team has coped
really well with the pressures and challenges.
One of the biggest changes has been the absence of spouses,
relatives and visitors generally. It is incredibly distressing for relatives
and for the patients, and difficult also for the staff, as phone
conversations and updates are just not the same. Wearing the PPE
for hours on end is hot, uncomfortable and gruelling – sometimes I
would just want to rip all my PPE off and run out of the ward!
The community have been completely fantastic in so many ways. We
have had offers of free temporary accommodation for staff wanting
to avoid going home due to concerns about passing on infection –
caravan and lodge parks, hotels, private houses and even an offer of
a luxury motorhome! We have wonderful food delivered regularly
from restaurants, and gifts of all kinds, including vital PPE. With the
difficulty of using phones whilst wearing PPE, we have been using
walkie-talkies loaned to us from Zip World. People have been so kind!
We’re all concerned about a possible Covid surge as restrictions are eased – so let’s all take great care!”
Shona Hollins-Davies
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Intensive Care in YGC Dr Kit Chalmers is a consultant in ITU
“It’s been an extra-ordinary time. At the outset, some of the projections about
potential numbers of patients were extremely alarming, but lockdown has clearly
prevented things from being even worse. Covid-19 arrived in North Wales a little
later than elsewhere, and so we had some time to prepare. It has been remarkable
how rapidly plans have been made and put into action – everyone working together
across different teams and departments to completely re-arrange systems and
provision of facilities. The EBME (biomedical engineers) department in particular
worked really hard to provide all the equipment needed for the massive increase in
Covid beds in ITU and on the wards.
Staff have found the situation stressful – trying to give best care to very sick patients with the knowledge of risk to
themselves, and the risk to their families. Working out the logistics and adjusting plans has been a huge task. We have
had to be very flexible and adapt rapidly as we learn more about the best way to treat patients – for example using
CPAP breathing support early on to try to avert the need for ventilation. Working in PPE makes everything so much
more complicated – but of course it has been crucial.
There have been fewer non-Covid cases than usual – perhaps with people being reluctant to come to hospital.
However, across Wales, we all feel we’ll being looking after more Covid patients for many months to come, with a
possible increase as restrictions are eased; we’ll probably continue to need a lot of the extra ITU capacity to cope with
Covid and the backlogs that have inevitably built up. We anticipate many busy months ahead! “ Kit Chalmers

In the Nightingale Hospital

Cathy Roberts of St
Asaph is a paediatric nurse with 25 years’ experience in
paediatric critical care and critical care transport. She is the
lead educator for the Children’s Acute Transport Service
(CATS) based at Great Ormond Street Hospital, a crucial
service transferring critically ill children to specialist centres
and providing intensive care on the move. Cathy was
redeployed at short notice to the NHS Nightingale hospital to
help prepare a training and induction programme for staff
working there - 4 days preparation before training started on
day 5. What a challenge!
“We were a 30 strong team, all with strong ideas and opinions, (frustrating at times!) but managed to deliver the
course on time, and set up the training facility complete with all the equipment to deliver the induction programme.
My lasting memories will be that under a huge time pressure, we did it! With a common goal and pressure to succeed
everyone came together and proved that an education programme can be designed and delivered within a very tight
timeframe. The combined efforts of the faculty, the team of volunteers, and the staff ensured this was one of the most
rewarding and interesting experiences of my career - it was amazing! “.
Cathy Roberts
Lower Street clapping
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In “Mission Control” Graham Alexander is a senior NHS manager and is a member of the Health Emergency
Control Centre team based in Mold – a kind of “COVID Mission Control” for the Health Board

“When all this first started there was inevitably a feeling of
apprehension within the NHS as to whether we would simply be
overwhelmed by the outbreak. But this was forgotten as we pulled
together to prepare for the onslaught of COVID-19. We have had to
deliver many things in a way previously thought impossible. And very
quickly! The field hospitals in Bangor, LLandudno and Deeside had to
be set up in an incredibly short period of time. In our main hospitals
the challenge was to expand treatment capacity in the critical care
units and wards to deal with the surge of COVID patients needing
care. The Health Board rapidly established expert Clinical and
Professional groups to ensure that for each aspect of our coronavirus response the very best practices, procedures
and resources are being deployed
For me, the most stunning aspect of all this is the dedication, professionalism and self-sacrifice of the front line
clinicians and key workers who have been caring for so many unwell patients. Sadly as we have seen in the national
news some have made the ultimate sacrifice and others have had many weeks away from their families. Their courage
and perseverance continues to be an example to us all. Whilst the signs are encouraging and to date we have not been
overwhelmed, there can be absolutely no room for complacency. There will be further challenges ahead but with the
same level of professionalism, dedication and expertise we will eventually overcome COVID.” Graham Alexander

In Accident & Emergency in YGC

Dr Tom O’Driscoll is lead consultant in A&E
“COVID has changed everything. We had to move fast to set
up new ways of working, and have divided into red areas for
COVID cases, and green for the rest. Children now go to
paediatric outpatients, and GP out-of-hours have relocated
to Rysseldene surgery in Colwyn Bay. There has been a big
fall in numbers attending A&E – people apprehensive about
catching it, taking life more easily under lockdown, and of
course there are no holidaymakers. Beds have been made
available in the hospital, and so we have been able to achieve
our target waits regularly, in fact hitting 100% for six days. No more do we see ambulances queuing outside,
and on a few occasions the waiting room has been empty! Unheard of! This means staff have been able to
concentrate on giving best care to all our COVID patients, some of whom have been extremely sick. We are
really grateful for all the support”. Tom O’Driscoll

The Old Palace: some of the residents at the Old

Palace showing their appreciation for the NHS & carers.
Many more residents were clapping from their windows
in their flats (or even blowing whistles and banging
drums). We are a very close-knit community with some
residents organising shopping for those who can’t get
out or doing odd chores for those with mobility issues
whilst practising social distancing. I feel that those who
live here demonstrate the mood and appreciation that is
now common in the community. And whilst we all want this terrible pandemic to end it has made us stronger
and helped us realise what is truly valuable to us all at this difficult time Ann Cartwright
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Dave Jones PCSO

Firstly, can I thank everyone for abiding by the COVID 19 restrictions set out by the
Government. It has been a difficult time for all but I’m pleased to report that our St Asaph residents have followed the
guidelines and we’ve had relatively few incidents of not conforming.
However, there have been several instances of groups of
people from outside the area driving onto the Roe Plas playing
field area and socialising with others. This has clearly been a
breach of the regulations and after further reports from
members of our community confirming similar incidents, our
only option was to request that vehicle access be restricted
From the local paper in 1900 – found by Pat Bailey..
and a padlock
was put on the
gate. Whilst this has dismayed some residents, we must do everything
we can to restrict the spread of this virus, and I’m sure residents would
agree with this. At this current time, I’m not able to say when we can
allow access again for vehicles, but the good news is that the footpaths
are still accessible, although current restrictions must be observed.
My sympathies go out to the people and families who have been affected by this virus and I’m sure everyone will join
me in expressing our gratitude to NHS workers and other essential workers. Whilst England has lessened some of its
restrictions, Wales hasn’t so can I just remind everyone that COVID 19 hasn’t gone away
and we still have a long way to go before we have beaten it. At the moment, we must
continue to stay at home, limit contact with other people, keep our distance if we have
to go out (minimum 2 metres apart) and wash hands regularly.
On a positive note, I’m sure we will beat this virus and everybody will have played their
part. Our community here is very strong and I’ve been very much heartened by the
number of people who have stopped me and colleagues on patrols to report their
concerns for elderly neighbours or vulnerable people who may need assistance. And I’ve
spoken to several residents who are already planning their celebrations when this whole
pandemic has ended! Stay safe,
Dave

Denbighshire Commuted Sums
SignsVehicle
for business
advert
graphics,
Shoppdf
Facia Boards
Quarter

Window Text & Safety Signs
page
Information & Directional Signs
Construction Site Boards
Existing Sign Refurbishment

Tel 01745sign4business1@gmail.com
731803

E:mail Enquiries Welcome

In Association With

A Commuted Sum is a payment
by developers
Exotic animal
picture(s) to a local
authority when it is not appropriate to provide the
required outdoor open space during a development.
The funds are held by the County Council and are set
aside to be used for the enhancement of open spaces
and play areas. Groups were invited to apply for funding,
and all applications from St Asaph were approved. From
the amount available to St Asaph, the allocations have
been announced as follows:

Embroidered & Printed Workwear
Hi Viz Vests & Tabards,T-shirts
Polos,Sweatshirts,Hoodies,

SUPPLIERS TO PUBS,CLUBS,ASSOCIATIONS,
FACTORIES AND LEISURE INDUSTRIES

•

Football Club £6000

•

Afon Elwy Environment Group £2700

•

Parish Churchyard path lighting £1693

•

Allotment Association £1000

•

Cricket Club £3000

•

City Council £10406
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City Times invited nominations for votes of thanks during COVID via Facebook and e-mail

My vote of thanks during COVID-19 goes to:
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

Our Co-op, for being there for us, working tirelessly in difficult conditions, giving cheerful greetings, providing
our essentials, organising the store in such a way as to help social distancing, and being patient with us! Mary,
and many others!
Alpine Travel of Llandudno who volunteered to deliver prescription medications from the St Asaph Pharmacy
to vulnerable people in St Asaph at no charge. What a tremendous gesture from a company 15 miles away
from our city! John Mac
All the staff at the pharmacy - working tirelessly throughout the lockdown, and always cheerful. Susan
My granddaughter Faye who has shopped for us every week, posted birthday cards and presents and
generally just made sure we were looked after and safe! Nan
The Dean for ringing the cathedral bell for us at 8pm on Thursday for the clapping Ellis and Anne
St Asaph City North Wales Facebook page for keeping us all updated and entertained during the pandemic!
Pen y Bont surgery – the best surgery in North Wales. You would have to
search far and wide to find more attentive and considerate staff. Christine
Members of the Parish Church that put themselves out to care for those of
us who are restricted in what we can do, and for doing it with a smile. BT
Staff at the Co-op, Premier and Daniel Jones the butcher for continuing to
provide us with local services. Valmai and Derfel
All the staff at the Co-op who are unfailingly helpful, cheerful and willing to
go the extra mile. They have given most excellent customer service, ensure
social distances are maintained, and retained their sense of humour at all
times during this trying period. Colin and Gwenda
Neil and his team at Daniel Jones' butchers. As usual, even during the lock
My grandad for working in the
down, there has been an excellent choice of quality meats - you order by
hospital – Charlotte Purdy
phone and they arrange the delivery to your door with a smile. Wonderful
service. Colin and Gwenda
Nigel, Rex and Sally for providing online services from the Cathedral. John Liston for setting up the system.
Jenni Liston-Smith for hosting the Zoom coffee time on Sunday mornings. They have all made a huge
difference for so many of us. Rosie
Phil the “News kid on the block” has been fantastic! Also neighbour Joanne shopping so willingly and Karen
from Bodfari going beyond expectations, nothing too much trouble! EKG Ashley Court
Neighbours in Roe Parc who have offered help with shopping, and Janet and Linda who collect and deliver
our prescriptions. Ann
Helen Hobson for taking this extraordinarily beautiful photo of a Goosander with her 11 chicks on the Elwy!
Life goes on, thank goodness.
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Diolch NHS Thank you - the new flag has flown from the
Diolch NHS
flag has Itflown
from the
cathedral
towerThank
from theyou
start -ofthe
thenew
pandemic.
was designed

Photo - Steffan Jones
Photo - Steffan Jones

by John Liston
and
Nigel
Most
of the flagmakers
they
cathedral
tower
from
theWilliams.
start of the
pandemic.
It was designed
contacted
had and
closed
dueWilliams.
to the pandemic,
butflagmakers
eventuallythey
a firm
by
John Liston
Nigel
Most of the
in Henley took
on the due
task,toand
they heard
of the message
contacted
had closed
thewhen
pandemic,
but eventually
a firm
onHenley
the flag,
they
very
promptly!
Sinceofthen,
several
in
took
onproduced
the task, itand
when
they heard
the message
other
followed
suit.promptly!
Thanks toSince
the cathedral
and to
on
thechurches
flag, theyhave
produced
it very
then, several
Henley
/ henleyp@higgsgroup.co.uk
otherPrint
churches
have followed suit. Thanks to the cathedral and to
Henley Print / henleyp@higgsgroup.co.uk

Bringing a little sunshine! Mared Evans-Hughes, aged 3, has been
Bringing
a little
Evans-Hughes,
has been
selling
sunflowers
to allsunshine!
our neighboursMared
In Livingstone
Park toaged
raise3,money
for

NHS
charities
together.
has now raised
£193 on the
gofundme
and
selling
sunflowers
to all She
our neighbours
In Livingstone
Park
to raise website,
money for
therecharities
are cashtogether.
donationsShe
stillhas
coming
in. Anyone
to donate website,
can do byand
NHS
now raised
£193wishing
on the gofundme
visiting
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Mareds-sunflowers
there are cash donations still coming in. Anyone wishing to donate can do by
visiting https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Mareds-sunflowers

“I have been very busy planting and growing
these
watering
them and
every
day.
“I
havesunflowers,
been very busy
planting
growing
Please
look
after
them
and
watch
them
grow.
these sunflowers, watering them every day.I
hope to look
raiseafter
lots of
money
the NHS!
Please
them
andfor
watch
them Mared
grow. I
hope to raise lots of money for the NHS! Mared
We would like to thank everyone who has sent kind notes and for all the
donations
have
been
given. who has sent kind
Alednotes
Hughes
We
would that
like to
thank
everyone
and for all the
donations that have been given.
Aled Hughes
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Visors from Prestatyn High School
A team of staff from Prestatyn High School have been using the 3D printer in the
design and technology classroom to produce
hundreds of protective visors for staff at Glan
Clwyd hospital. Pictured left is Gemma Back
who works in the Cancer Centre at Glan Clwyd
gratefully accepting an armful for the
department. Dan Nuttall (in blue), head of
D&T at PHS and Gwyn Price (in red) are shown
here modelling their creations.

Twenty years ago in the City Times
•
•
•
•

A petition of 3545 signatures in support of St Asaph being granted City status was handed to Chris Ruane MP
and Ann Jones AM – all part of the long-term plan…
The Town Council announced a final attempt at creating interest in junior football – two previous meetings
had been poorly attended and little interest had been shown – look at those junior teams now!
Letters were written in support of the proposed Lon Clwyd cycle path, which was to have run up the old railway
trackbed to Denbigh, and which had been criticised as a white elephant – no progress there..
A caravan donated by Paul Evers-Swindell of Rotary was towed to Southampton docks by Leigh Bowden of
LNS garage for shipping to families in Turkey rendered homeless by a devastating earthquake – still available
now on AirBnB?

G l a ss – A c t
Est: 1997

Proprietor: Gary (Lou) Evans
Double Glazing Specialist and Technician

All aspects of Care & Repair for all types of Glazing Systems

Over 30 Years Personal Experience

4 Luke Street , ST. ASAPH , LL17 0SE
T : 01745 799 824 M : 07770 604 705

E-Mail : gazloubb@gmail.com
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FAMILY BUSINESS (ESTABLISHED 1860)

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
ST. ASAPH ROAD, TREFNANT
TREFNANT (01745) 730369
OR DENBIGH (01745) 812319
24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE
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Scissor Trix

Scissortrix advert

3 Chester Street, St Asaph
Tel: 01745 583223
Unisex hairdressers
Appointments not always necessary
Free wifi
In the current pandemic, please check on our new
Facebook page for any updates

Library Services

In response to the current situation all our library buildings and housebound services are
closed. As you are not able to return books, you won’t be fined and they will be automatically renewed. Please keep
your books at home. You won’t be able to reserve books while we try to reshape our service. Please accept our
apologies about this. Remember that you can download e-books, e-audiobooks and magazines free – links below:
https://wales.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/denbighshire_en/

Ellie Turton writes: I can shed light on the mystery of the Beat Hotel photo found in

the church safe (see issue 3). Geraint Parry ran the pharmacy on the hill. He and my
father were church wardens together, and Micky Parry was the church treasurer.
Their daughter Claire married Harold Chapman in the church in the 1980s; he was the
photographer who took the picture. Harold was the ‘unofficial’ photographer of the
Beat Generation, having lived at the Beat Hotel in the 1950s/1960s, and took photos
of everyday life there, including the up and coming Beat poets and writers, and
scenes of Paris. He has published several books of his time there, and I still have my parents’ signed copy of ‘The Beat
Hotel’, which features the very same photograph! I met him on several occasions- he is an incredibly interesting man
and had many tales to tell of the comings and goings! Harold has just turned 93, and he and Claire live in Kent.

Get your Parkas out!
Stewart Ellis from Marli has taken
on the showroom on the Roe.
Some of his collection of vintage
motorcycles and cars are housed
there, and this Lambretta will
surely bring back a few memories
of those long sunny Bank Holidays
down by the sea… !
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Churches under lockdown
All church services throughout Wales were suspended on March 18th, and whilst they remained open initially
for personal prayer and reflection, they were subsequently closed even for that. This has been an
extraordinary but necessary act in the face of the threat from Covid-19. It is
widely believed that worship at St Asaph cathedral has taken place on a continual
basis since the days of Oliver Cromwell, when horses were stabled there;
although it may also have closed during the Spanish Flu pandemic after WW1.

For the diocese of St Asaph and beyond, Bishop Gregory Cameron has been
uploading a weekly pastoral letter during Easter, reflecting on the current
situation from a Christian perspective, and has also been holding a series of
online services. Pastoral letters and services can be found
at
www.dioceseofstasaph@wales.org.uk
The clergy and congregation of the cathedral and parish church (who were holding services in the cathedral
during the renovations at the parish church) have risen rapidly to the challenge of adapting to the online
world, tutored expertly by John and Jenni Liston-Smith. Services take place on Sunday mornings at 11, and
can be followed at www.stasaphcathedral.wales The usual lively gathering for coffee after services has
morphed into an equally lively online Zoom chat with the opportunity for presenting “shelfies” to each other.
The choir have been having regular online
rehearsals and perform in impressive
synchrony from the comfort of their own
homes to lead the hymn singing at the
Sunday morning service.
Jon and Esther Andrews, youth chaplains
have been producing a series of more
informal contemporary services, available on www.dioceseofstasaph@wales.org.uk

Messy Church by Zoom is taking place every two weeks at 9.00am – lots of different
activities and stories. The link is on St Asaph Messy Church Facebook

Llanelwy Community Church: LlCC Online Service is on the website – www.llcc.org.uk Available for
anyone. More information on the LlCC Facebook page.

Aros
live
10.30
every
Tuesday
Aros aa Chwarae
Chwarae --Facebook
Facebook--@stayandplayllanelwy
@stayandplayllanelwy Gerald
Geraldand
andViv
Vivgo
live
at at
10.30
amam
every
Tuesday(until

(until
the Summer
Holidays)
with Stories
and Songs.
and other
activities
onFacebook
the Facebook
the Summer
Holidays)
with Stories
and Songs.
Craft Craft
and other
activities
on the
page page
too! too!

Catholic Church: Services are being held online at a great number of churches – you can choose which to

join on www.churchservices.tv/

Welsh chapels: Eglwys Bresbyteraidd Cymru has a free phone-in to a Welsh or English language service
on 02920 101564. Alternatively Oedfa Dechrau Canu Dechrau Canmol is on S4C each Sunday at 11am.

City Times

June 2020

Page 16

75th VE day – with social distancing!
VE celebrations were limited by the Covid restrictions, but a
good number of street parties took place throughout St Asaph
with appropriate social distancing and in brilliant weather.
1940s dance music was broadcast from the Council offices, and
many sang along with the most famous of the WW2 songs –
“There’ll be bluebirds over the white cliffs of Dover” on their
doorsteps at 7pm.

A hat to be very proud of……

It’s a scone, Colin, just eat it!

R W Roberts & Son
Independent Funeral Directors
Trefnwyr Angladdau Annibynnol
Plas Tirion, Kinmel Avenue

Abergele
01745 827777
email : rwroberts.abergele@gmail.com

Gorffwysfa, Ystrad Road

Denbigh
01745 812935
email : rwroberts.gorffwysfa@gmail.com

www.rwrobertsandson.co.uk

Personal, caring and complete service
Day and Night
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans
available
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Lon Y Parc street party – Steve Morris

GWD

A great idea, seen on the common!

LANDSCAPING & TREE SURGERY

Over 10 Years Experience
Over

• All Aspects of Fencing • Tree Surgery
• Grass Cutting
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Cutting
• Logs for Sale

Free Quotations, Fully Insured & All Waste Removed
01745 520071

07881 810543

www.gwdlandscaping.co.uk
enquiries@gwdlandscaping.co.uk
4 Cross Foxes, Glascoed, Abergele, LL22 9DE
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Ysgol Esgob Morgan: “The run up to the closure of schools was worrying for all. It certainly created a

strange atmosphere among the school community as fears were raised. We predicted the closure of schools was
coming and so Mrs Dalton did an amazing job of coordinating preparations for home learning

For the 2 weeks prior to the Easter holidays we kept the school open for key workers children. The rules for this were,
rightly, quite stringent from the Welsh Government, and resulted in very few pupils using the school. I think this was
the pattern across Denbighshire and the decision was made, from Easter onwards, that the schools would operate on
a hub basis, being staffed from the various area schools. The aim of this was to have fewer members of staff having to
leave home for work in line with the overall policy of staying home where possible.
Obviously this has been the biggest shift in the way we teach in generations. I am pleased with how quickly the teachers
and pupils have adapted as a short-term measure. I am naturally worried as to the access children have to online
resources, especially the more vulnerable children and children with additional learning needs.
I worry, too, about how the children are coping without seeing their friends and teachers, all of which are necessary
for the development of positive mental health. We have a wonderful community spirit at the school and everyone is
missing that terribly. I have asked, on the school Facebook page, for the children, parents and guardians to share video
clips with messages so that we can keep that spirit alive while we are forced to be physically distant in these most
challenging of times.
I hope this passes quickly and that we can get the children back to school as soon as possible. I know the staff feel the
same and are raring to go as soon as it is deemed safe to do so”.

Tim Redgrave Pennaeth Ysgol Esgob Morgan
01745 583690

24 HR EMERGENCY CALL OUT SERVICE
07728 516133 (calls and texts ) 01745 797953
e-mail psaelectrical@gmail.com
Domestic – Commercial - Industrial

ST ASAPH
BASED
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Ysgol Glan Clwyd: Despite the mention of

school closures being in the news at the beginning
of March, little did school staff and pupils think
that school would imminently be closed for many
weeks before the end of that month. During their
lessons, Year 13 pupils, sitting their A Level exams
in a matter of weeks, broached the subject of their exams being
cancelled. It was unthinkable! How would it affect their going to
University in the Autumn? No, it would not come to that...or
would it?
At Ysgol Glan Clwyd, Key Stage 3 pupils were asked to remain at
home on Thursday March 19th with the school being closed to all
pupils on the following day. Staff were asked to attend the workplace in order to supervise Key Workers’ children the
following week, though this scheme was revised to a rota system, to be held in local primary schools, when the number
of pupils attending Ysgol Glan Clwyd was in single figures.
Since the lockdown, departmental meetings have continued with the aid of Zoom
and Messenger, teachers have been conducting lessons on-line, pupils submitting
their work in the same way and subsequently receiving a marked copy of their work.
Key Stage 3 schemes of work have rapidly had to be adapted for presentation online. Teaching staff have had to submit estimated grades for the older pupils, taking
into consideration work already done and pupil potential. Much discussion has
taken place in order to ensure a fair grade for pupils in these unprecedented times.
Mr. Aled Wyn Evans produced an inspirational rendition and video of Rhys Gwynfor’s song ‘Bydd Wych’ (Be Great).
Mrs. Sian Alwen adapted the lyrics of the original work and it was sung by the staff (before social distancing was
introduced) The song tells us to support each other during good times and bad. The video, which has already had over
10K views, can be seen on YouTube (Bydd Wych Ysgol Glan Clwyd)
Fiona Shand

All aspects of Garden and
Grounds Maintenance
•
•
•
•
•

Hedge cutting
Weeding
Grass cutting
Power washing
Banks, orchards and Ponds maintained

Please call Richard Rowlands on 07912 252891
citylandscapes77@yahoo.com
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Fairholme Preparatory School
St. Asaph

Have you thought about the
advantage a Fairholme education
would give your child?

Fairholme is an inspirational school where pupils are celebrated
for who they are, and encouraged to reach their full potential.
Our dedicated teaching staff and outstanding facilities will give your child the best possible
start to their learning journey. A child at Fairholme can typically read and spell at a level that
is two years above the national average and we help our pupils to gain scholarships for their
chosen secondary schools.

We welcome visitors and taster days are always available.
For further information contact the Principals, Mr and Mrs Perkins on
01745 583 505 or email admin@fairholmeschool.com

www.fairholmeschool.com
Mount Road, St. Asaph, Denbighshire, LL17 0DH

Fairholme
City
Times
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Ambition and Discovery.
While the school building may be closed, the school continues to strive towards its goals
of Learning, Friendship,
10
10
Ambition and Discovery.
11

ss:

12

11

Date:

14

12

14

word puzzle

15
15

Class:

1
2

3

Date:

crossword puzzle

6
7

Singers4!

Class meetings on Zoom

17
17

Class meetings on Zoom

Singers4!
9

1

CROSSWORD
2

CROSSWORD
14

BY SARAH PEVELY
12
AND LORNA KERNAHAN

4

5

13

CROSSWORD

3

6

7
15

8
16

9

17

osition

10

11

12

down:
2: Female flying ace, from Blighty to Down Under (3,7)

cing

4: Type of firework, steam locomotive (6)

ities,

5: Campaigned for the Abolition of Slavery Act, 1807
William __________ (11)
7: ‘Lady with the lamp’ occupation (5)
9: Runner, Lord of the IAAF (3,3)

Hound’
11:
The (8)
detective on the case of ‘The Scarlet Dancing
Hound’
14:
The (8)
Bard of Avon (11)

Hound’
4:
5: T
C
14:Willia
5:The
C
15:Willia
7:Auth
‘L

14:
Bard
of Avon
15: The
Author
of ‘A
Bleak (11)
Twist in difficult Times’ (7)
15:
Author
of
‘A
Bleak
Twistend
in difficult
Times’hostilities,
(7)
‘L
16:7:
9:FEP
R
16: FEPOWs freed,
official
of worldwide
1945
(1
1945
(1,1,3) freed, official end of worldwide hostilities,
16:
FEPOWs
9:
12:R
1945
(1,1,3)
17:12:
200
17: 2002
Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II (6)
13: A
17: 2002 Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II (6)
disco
13:
A
disco

crossword

crossword
crossword

1: Variations of Elgar (6)
3: Silver Jubilee woman paddles to victory with racket
(8,4)
15

across
dow

13

14

6,3)

across:

across:
dow
TheV
6:
The mathematician who cracked Elgar’s composition 6: 1:
(6)
(6) The mathematician who cracked Elgar’s composition 1:
6:
2: V
F
(6)
8: 2:
First
8: First British woman in space, 1991 – (5,7)
3: F
S
8:
British
woman
in space,
1991container
– (5,7) – (6,3) 10:3:
Log
(8,4)
10:First
Logie
Baird’s
protective
eyewear
S
10:
Logie
Baird’s
protective
eyewear
container
–
(6,3)
(8,4)
T
11: The detective on the case of ‘The Scarlet Dancing 11:4:The

16
17

12: Author of ‘A Bleak Twist in difficult Times’ (7)
13: An apple falling from a tree inspired Isaac Newton to
discover what? (7)

Edward Elgar (1931)
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“Pilks” - 50 years of glass making in St Asaph A modest number of copies of an excellent

book about the story of Chance Pilkington and glass making in St Asaph are still available for sale at £5. All
funds go to St Kentigern hospice. The factory opened in 1957, when availability of free spectacles under the
new NHS led to a rapidly increasing demand for ophthalmic glass. CPOW led the field in production of special
glass for optical instruments and industrial processes and
was the focus of the development of many other specialist
optical and glass companies in the vale. The book contains
a host of well-told stories, explanations and anecdotes
about glass making there. It is illustrated with many photos
of the glass-making equipment and processes at the
factory and more particularly with a great gallery of
pictures of staff there on formal and less formal occasions!
If you worked there, you need a copy! Contact Mike Gauge
on 01745 583016 for your copy.

Flower Supermoon pictured on May

6th from St Asaph by Anna Lewis. A
supermoon is when the moon is at its
closest to the earth – the perigee; the
opposite, when the moon is at its furthest
is the apogee. It’s a Flower Supermoon
when it occurs in Spring.
Instagram: annanaiomiphotography

Bill and
Ben’s had
St Kentigern Hospice orthe ever
exotic animals
important
hand wash
in stock
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The proposed 290 acre Elwy Solar Farm
City Times asked John and Rosie Solbe for their comments – they
are both biologists, live right by the proposed site, and have
experience with solar panels through their work at RSPB Conwy.
“Our immediate response is totally positive. The ESF is
designed to generate nearly 60 gigawatts of power each year,
enough to supply 20,000 homes, with a minimal carbon
footprint once it is up and running.
There are negatives of course. The sight of thousands of panels
may offend but the potential to see much of the layout appears
to be quite small, due to the lie of the land and the proposed
planting of hedges. There will be some traffic problems during
construction, with deliveries being made via the lane to
Gwernigron but perhaps some good may come of this, as the
contractors aim to request an extension of the 30 limit to near the start of the derestricted zone. That would be hugely
welcomed by us, as our drive opens onto a 30 mph zone – disregarded by almost every car on the A525!
The great thing about a solar farm is that it allows semi-natural vegetation to develop below the panels and sheep to
graze for maybe six months of the year. Sheep will graze within the fences that surround the panel areas, meaning
that natural habitats can grow up around the field boundaries, outside the fences. There will be huge benefits to the
biodiversity of these 290 acres. Arable farming suppresses plants that are not part of the crop and pests that may
reduce the yield of food, but a solar farm has no such restrictions. We would hope that instead of being left to its own
slow devices to colonise the area, the developers will not only plant hedges but also sow areas with wildflower seeds.
Invertebrates, birds and some of the smaller mammals will follow of their own
accord. Bird watchers and beekeepers should benefit. We understand that bird
and bat boxes will be installed, and the ponds on the land will be retained. A
biodiverse community of plants, micro-organisms and animals is robust. It can
adapt to changes because it already supports the pioneers which might come into
their own if some major change occurs. The solar farm will offer the opportunity
for such managed biodiversity.”
John Solbé
City Times also got in contact with the company, and learned the following:
•
•

•

Planning application is for 37 years operation, and if granted construction could start in Spring 2022.
Most solar farms return the energy used in making them in the first few years. The annual output of Elwy solar
farm would be very approximately equivalent to around 5 or 6 offshore wind turbines, such as those just off
Rhyl. The Elwy solar farm will not cause local electromagnetic interference
Energy generated will be fed into the grid, with some stored in batteries for night-time use. The batteries will
be housed onsite in well secured shipping containers, painted an appropriate colour. More details are available
at www.solarcentury.com/elwy or on 02075491299

Samco Pet Spa
Clipping – Facials
Walk in bath
Doggy Day care
Scissoring
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Goodfish

The Goodfish Group took over the Honeywell
factory late last year. City Times contacted Greg MacDonald,
Chief Executive of the Goodfish Group for an update on progress
there. He sent this report:

“Since acquiring the plastic injection-moulding and extrusion
activities of Honeywell in St. Asaph, Goodfish has added to the
47 employees TUPE’d over in the transaction, by hiring exHoneywell employees whose former site-wide responsibilities
meant that they fell outside the scope of the transaction and
were therefore made redundant. Further job creation since the
acquisition has meant a total of 60 employees now work at the site.
New signage has just been put up to replace the old Honeywell signage, and the site is now very much a part
of the growing Goodfish Group, with Site Leader Gareth Jones appointed to oversee the day-to-day running
of the business. Goodfish have already sent some new work up to St Asaph from their Loughborough and
Cannock sites, specifically related to injection-moulding parts for point of sale displays for cosmetics as well
as injection-moulded and hand-made composite cycling helmets. Future plans include production of the
Stique range of cycling accessories from the St Asaph site. Goodfish is also in discussions with Honeywell
about new extrusion work to be done in St Asaph site which would require significant investment in a new
extrusion line.
During the COVID-19 crisis, Goodfish received significant orders for extruded and moulded products for the
NHS Nightingale hospitals in London, Birmingham, Bristol, Harrogate and Manchester. These orders were
fulfilled despite need for shielding of some employees at St Asaph. Careful management of social distancing,
as well as additional cleaning rotas (further job creation) was necessary to make this possible. I made a point
of visiting the site during the surge of work, to personally thank each employee for their dedication and hard
work which enabled these orders to be fulfilled.”
Greg Macdonald, CEO Goodfish Group.

We are a beauty salon off the High Street
We offer the latest beauty treatments, massage
& so much more

North Wales Wellbeing Studio
Nwwstudio

www.Northwaleswellbeingstudio.co.uk
Treatments:

We are a team of professional therapists, looking forward
to welcoming new & existing clients when we are back
Massage
Facials
open!
Eyelash extensions
Until then, stay safe
Brow laminations
We will keep you updated through our social media
Waxing
pages. Please feel free to get in touch if you have any
Spray tans
questions in the meantime
Ear Piercings
From
the
team
at North Wales Wellbeing Studio
Make-up
Kala, Claire, Pauline, Jordan & Kelly

North Wales
Wellbeing Studio
George’s Yard
High Street
St Asaph
LL17 0RF
01745 585410

NORTH WALES WELLBEING STUDIO
BEAUTY & CO
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Letters to the editor
Swift action required: “As I live near the old HM Stanley hospital, and used to nurse there, I have taken an

interest in its subsequent development to become Livingstone Place, especially with regard to provision for the wildlife
that was formerly there. My understanding is that, in law, there must be provision for wildlife when developments
take place, for example by providing nest boxes where nests have been removed.
Many people have told me they remember the scores of swifts, swallows and house martins that nested around the
old buildings, and the joyful noise they made. Would you believe that there are none left now? All these birds are on
the RSPB Amber list of conservation concern. They have declined by up to 50% over the past 25 years. Next year, swifts
are probably going to be on the Red list, meaning they are globally threatened. There are many factors involved here
but they include new builds having sealed soffits that allow no nesting space and failure to provide nesting
boxes/bricks. Birds have returned only to find their nests gone.
A site survey by EDC in 2014 showed where nests existed for barn swallows, house martins and house sparrows, and
thus where they should have been replaced. They have not been. I have filed 2 breaches of planning with Denbighshire
County Council. I have been told that 'the investigation of alleged planning breaches is a discretionary service... Whilst
all reports will be recorded, clearly those that do not meet priority status will be investigated when and if workloads
allow'. I have corresponded with 3 different County Ecologists, as well as Planning, to try to address this issue, so far
without success. If anyone would like to contact Planning on this issue I believe it would add weight to the case –
contact me on the e-address below.
Other wildlife covered by the Certificate of Decision included bats, great crested newts, badgers, native tree and
vegetation planting, wildflower seeding, and pyramidal orchids. I am not sure what has been done for them. Further
building by the same company in the fields on the south side of St Kentigern's Hospice is to come. It is to be hoped
that the correct actions will be taken in respect of wildlife when that development takes place.
Mrs M Cummings mlake95768@gmail.com

City Times invited Pure Residential to comment, but had no response.
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St. Asaph Shadows – some memories
It began with a small group of lads playing roller hockey in the street
and then in the VP schoolyard. The numbers playing increased
rapidly, and so they started to play in the leisure centre, and the club
was formed. The SAS club provided team after successful team for
almost 15 years with increasing numbers of St Asaph youngsters
becoming great skaters, and stunning hockey players.
What a fantastic spectator sport it was too – many local families
remember leaning from the gallery cheering the Shadows’ high-speed
games, advising the referees on the rules, and gasping at the clashes
on and off the puck. It was supposed to be a non-contact sport…
The Shadows won the North Wales trophy on several
occasions, with 8 or 9 other clubs in contention. The
walls at either end of the leisure centre got so battered
with high speed puck strikes that heavy-duty plywood
was installed to protect them. Closure of the gallery for
H&S reasons was a great blow, with spectators trying in
vain to watch matches from the lobby. Later, clubs
merged, and matches moved to Deeside and
Manchester. In bigger tournaments, the Shadows were
often initially greeted with disdain (St Asaph? - where’s
that?) but after the matches, were treated with much greater respect. Notable scalps included the mighty Glossop
team, who drew players from ice hockey clubs. Many Shadows players went on to great heights - Gabby Robbins was
selected for the GB inline hockey team and played in Los Angeles. Andrew Underwood played for the under 12's in the
Hong Kong Inline Cup and won best goalie of the tournament. He played for Phoenix ice hockey club (Manchester) and
then later for Flintshire Freeze. Ollie and Matthew Harrison-Jones, and John Owens played for the under 14's in Hong
Kong Inline Cup and their team won the competition. Nicholas Oliver and Tom Hughes went on to play professional
ice hockey in the USA, and Jack Meadows went on to play for the Deeside Dragons professional ice hockey team
Happy days!
Shaun Underwood

Why such long faces?
A vintage photo of St Asaph
football team from Mike ParryJones’ collection of old local
photos. Something major seems to
have dampened their spirits. Have
they just been defeated by
Trefnant? Have they just been told
that there’s no post-match tea? Or
are they just doing the moody face
to look hard? We’ll never know…..

Any family
anyone?

resemblances

for
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Keeping Fit
With the leisure centre and gyms all closed with Covid, many
indoor exercise addicts have been forced out into the fresh air to join the increased numbers of people
making full use of their exercise period walking, jogging or cycling. The footpaths round St Asaph have never
been more well-trodden by walkers and runners; dogs have never been more exercised, and the roads have
been quiet enough for cyclists to enjoy as never before. Every cloud has a silver lining….

Football news
St Asaph FC’s new 100-seater stadium is almost complete and
will be ready for use when football re-starts after Covid –
although social distancing might limit its capacity initially. It is
a great asset for the club, and no doubt will be a happy place
to gather for the loyal home supporters, with the stadium
echoing to the roars of “When the Saints come marching in”
in support of the home team – enough to strike fear into the
hearts of any visiting opponents!
The stadium cost around £37,000, with funding coming from
the Welsh Grounds Improvement Scheme and from the club itself, which raised money from sponsorship,
donations, the 100 club and a great variety of other activities. The 100club is always open for new members
- £5 per month, and a monthly prize draw of £100 or £50 to be won. Debentures are also available – for £50,
you can buy yourself your own personal seat for each match. Contact John Roberts or any of the club officials
for details.
At the time of writing, there is ongoing uncertainty about when matches will restart – although the Welsh
Alliance League have perhaps optimistically put out a fixture list for June, which seems unlikely to happen.
Changing room facilities also pose a problem with social distancing – the floods inundated the building,
leading to a need for 3 weeks of specialist drying (moisture content of 30% in the walls after the floods)
removal of debris and cleaning.
During the lockdown, players have been keeping themselves fit with personal exercise programmes,
including comparing their individual times on a set 5 mile training run on Strava.

Oi ref, shirt tugging surely! St Asaph under 7s

Knife-edge goalmouth action from the junior team!

Kings and Queens of our local Mountains – on Strava
KOM for Rhuallt Hill on Strava at the moment is Dan Evans from Penmaenmawr –
current British Hill Climb Champion, who took just 3.06 minutes for the 1.29km
climb ascending 95m. Power 486 watts. He is also KOM for Gwaenysgor hill. Wow.
Lucy Lee is QOM Rhuallt with a stunning time of 4:06. Scott Williams of St Asaph
holds Strava KOMs for several local rides, including Chester Street hill.
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Cricket – we’re missing you!
One of the characteristic sounds of St
Asaph on a warm summer’s evening is
the distinctive crack of willow on
leather, interspersed with occasional
cries of “howwwww-zat!” coming from
the cricket ground – and we miss them
both! The kerr-changs still coming from
the expansion plates on the A55 as
lorries thunder over them are no
substitute at all.
North Wales Cricket League have issued a statement to all clubs, stating it is currently aiming for a 4th
July start which should provide for sufficient remaining weeks for every team to play each other once. Let’s
hope it works out!

St Asaph Netball Club involved in
bizarre Christmas training programme
The always adventurous Thunder, Strikes and
Lightning netball teams claimed the Hungry Hippo
training routines pictured opposite at Christmas
developed skills crucial for their unique style of play,
and the tough matches they faced.
North West and North East leagues ended the
season with the results as they were on the 23 March 2020. This means that Lightning finished 2nd in their
Division 4 in the North East League played at Deeside, Strikes finished 2nd in their division 3 in the North West
League, and Thunder, who were heading for a top spot in Division 1, finished 7th in the North West League
rd

Bowls – memories of an afternoon of sweet triumph!
St. Asaph Seniors team (over 60s) beat the mighty Rhos Park in
the A division final in September 2019. Rhos Park had beaten
us into 2nd place in the A division league, and they are the
team everyone wants to beat. On a wet day on Abergele Green
it was a very competitive game, and in the end St. Asaph won
by 1 point. Rhos Park were not happy but the sun came out
near the end of the game for the mighty Saints’ match photo!

Nick Thomson

St Asaph seniors - the lads are looking right chuffed after
winning that crunch match against Rhos Park
The City Times is a non-profit free community paper with a print run of 1800 distributed to all homes and
businesses in St Asaph and to the Business Park, and to pick-up points in neighbouring villages. It is produced
and distributed by volunteers. We thank all our advertisers and sponsors. We welcome your stories,
letters, photos, reports and announcements; we need your adverts and sponsorship. Remember - City
Times has a big local readership!

