St ASAPH WALKS - 2020

FOLLOW THE COUNTRY CODE:
Guard against all risk of fire
Fasten all gates
Keep dogs under proper control
Keep to paths across farmland
Avoid damaging fences, hedges and walls
Leave no litter
Safeguard water supplies
Protect wildlife, wildflowers and trees
Go carefully on country roads
Respect the life of the countryside

FOREWORD
There are many interesting and attractive walks in and around St. Asaph, all on Public
Footpaths and mostly designated with the appropriate signs. For the selection that follows,
the Cathedral is taken as a common starting point.
Before commencing the descriptions it is well to remind the walker that the heritage contained
in these routes is something to be treasured and preserved for future generations. It is
considered that this is best achieved by respect and understanding on all sides. For the
walker, please study and remember the Country Code; shut gates, do not damage fences or
hedgerows, keep dogs on a lead, avoid times when sheep are lambing, and do not leave litter.
Remember, someone owns the land you are on, respect their rights and be considerate of
their property. For the landowner and Farmer in turn, respect the Walker’s rights and access
to their heritage, do not label them all irresponsible, for in the main they are not.
Enjoy the walks, savour their beauty and carry with you respect and understanding. The walks
described are amongst the most beautiful in the country and we owe it to our children and
their children that they are preserved.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
These walks are mainly based on the work done by the St Asaph Companions back in 1988-90
when they published a “New Companion”. The maps are based on Openstreetmap.org where
more detail can be seen and maybe new walks developed. For a map showing all the local
rights of way please visit https://maps.denbighshire.gov.uk/MyDenbighshire.aspx

SUMMARY
Walk
1
2
3
4

Name
Roe Plas and Dolgoed
Mount Road and Pont Dafydd
Bronwylfa and Pont Dafydd
West Bank of Afon Elwy Down Stream

Distance
2.4km
2.0km
1.5km
5.0km

5
6
7
8

Afon Elwy
Afon Elwy West Bank Upstream
Afon Clwyd, Cil Owen and Waen
Gwernigron and the Business Park

2.5km
4.5km
7.0km
7.3km

9

Cathedral to Castle

10.0km

10

Cwm and Plas yn Cwm (under review)

10.0km

Council Paths used
208/10
208/6, 208/22, 208/26
208/6 208/7 208/22
208/2, 208/3, 201/13,
208/21
208/4, 208/21, 208/23
208/31
208/6, 208/7, 208/9
201/10, 201/9, 208/18
208/23, 208/4
208/22, 210/16, 206/23,
206/50, 206/27, 206/47,
201/13, 201/21, 208/4
210/11, 210/14, 210/10,
203/11, 203/24

WALK (1) – ROE PLAS and DOLGOED

About 2.4km and a 30min walk Council Path 208/10
From the cathedral crossroads head down the High Street/Stryd Fawr. There are a number of
blue plaques on the walls of some of the buildings so keep an eye open for these as they
highlight some of the significant features and people of the past.
Opposite the Mary Short Memorial Fountain and the Bowling green is a gateway which leads
on to the Roe Plas fields that were given to the people of St Asaph by Mr Charles Hughes of
Grove House for their recreation and now with the football pitch and the multipurpose play
area by the council offices much of this wish is being fulfilled in addition to the pleasure of
just walking by the riverbank and in the trees.
The map shows the direct route but small deviations take in more of the riverbank.
Behind the football changing rooms there is a gate that takes you into the field. After a
hundred meters or so you will see the snaking depression which is the old millstream and this
should be followed to a stile which once crossed you should head diagonally towards and up
the hillside to a gate though which you go.
Crossing the field towards the corner two more gates will be found that lead into another
field. Follow the hedge line around to the stile on the Upper Denbigh Road.
Turning left here gives a roadside walk back to the starting point.

WALK (2) – MOUNT ROAD AND PONT DAFYDD

About 2km and 25min walk. Council Paths 208/6 208/22 208/26
Starting again from the crossroads at the cathedral head north up Mount Road turning right
down the footpath alongside the old cemetery where you emerge on to Oak lane which you
must follow down to the old remains of a railway bridge which remains even though the
railway has gone. A few metres further on is a footpath sign that shows a stile.
After the stile, follow the line of the fence that separates from the trees and the A55 and then
on down to the bottom of the slope where there is a small stream over which you can cross
by the bridge made of old railway sleepers.
Keep to a line parallel with the A55 until you almost reach the Clwyd and then strike right
towards the steps you will see that lead up to Chester Street. Don’t try to short cut this
because there is a drain/ditch that can be full of water and you may regret it.
The stile is pretty well right on the boundary of the road so do check for traffic before
climbing over.
Head on back up Chester Street to return to the starting point. Before getting into the
developed part of the city you will have passed the entrances to both Bronwylfa (now
renamed Richmond Hall) and The Bryn. Close to the Bryn’s entrance there are high walls
either side of the road which mark where there used to be a bridge carrying again that long
lost railway line. At your feet at this point also there are small (150mm sq.) steel plates in the
footpath which are the remains of a barrier that was put to act as a barrier to tanks in the
event of an invasion in World War II.

WALK (3) – BRONWYLFA AND PONT DAFYDD
About 1.5km and 20min walk, Council Paths 208/6 208/7 208/22
This one is really a shortened version of Walk 2. The difference is that rather than going as far
down Mount Road, you turn right into Bryn Gobaith and go up right to the end. In the earlier
days there was a level crossing over the railway (mentioned in Walk 2 also). The stone gate
pillars are still visible.
There is a footpath pointer here and this should give you the confidence to go straight on
even though it seems that you’re in someone’s drive way (because you are). Keeping to the
left hand side and respecting the owners privacy you will come to a white metal gate through
which the path goes and shortly to a stile also.
You emerge with Bronwylfa’s boundary wall on the right and the path follows this line and the
hedges beyond to a further stile at the bottom of the slope. At this point there is a row of tall
poplar trees. It is believed that these mark the route of a former way travellers would enter St
Asaph by coach before the building of the newer Pont Dafydd and the embanked Chester
Street. Following the line of the trees brings you to the foot of the A55 at which you turn right
towards the Clwyd. When you’re nearly at the river turn right and head to Chester Street
where there is a stile to get you onto the road. This stile is right on the main road and so do
check for traffic before going over.
You have a small choice here because turning to the left and going over the bridge (Pont
Dafydd Newydd) you can go over the footbridge to the other side of the A55 and work your
way to the Pont Dafydd Hen.
Going up Chester Street leads you back to the starting point.

WALK (4) – WEST BANK OF THE AFON ELWY (DOWNSTREAM)

This is a longer walk and takes about 1hr 30mins depending on your pace and is a little short
of 5km. Council Paths 208/2, 208/3, 201/13, 208/21
The usual starting point of the Cathedral Cross roads means that you again head generally
north along Mount Road down to Fairholme School. Follow the road around the back of the
school and pass over the A55 by the bridge and continue following the road.
Just before a steep hill you will see a footpath sign and a stile which, for a pleasant walk
through the fields, should be taken. Follow the line of the fence on your left and use the stiles
to eventually bring you to the farmyard of Pentre Uchaf. Taking care to respect the activities
and privacy of the owners as well as the washing lines leave the farm by the driveway and
you will find yourself at the footbridge over the Elwy.
Passing over the footbridge turn left and get onto the flood defences to use these as your
route back into St Asaph.
You pass the bridge at Spring Gardens (now a caravan park) and go on to the back of Poe
Parc’s houses and under the A55 flyover. You will see the Smithfield Market (operates every
Thursday) and the cricket club before reaching Pont Begard to cross over on to the Common.
You can get back on to the High Street at the Mary Short Memorial fountain and then return
to the starting point at the top of the hill.

WALK (5) – AFON ELWY
Council Paths 208/4, 208/21, 208/23
This is really an abbreviated version of the previous walk (4). The difference comes when you
cross over the A55 on Mount Road. Immediately after this bridge there is a path marked
alongside the road that leads down to the river. At the bottom of the slope you’re by the river
and turning right here leads you back to the Spring Gardens Bridge.

WALK (6) – AFON ELWY WESTBANK (UPSTREAM)
This walk is a “there and back”! Council Path 208/31 About 4.5km and about an hour
As it follows the river upstream on the west bank it’s a matter of keeping going until the path
ends at Wigfair Isaf
For me the walk would start at the Cathedral crossroads but why not the parish church car
park (except for the pay and display). So, go down the hill and over the bridge where you
could turn left or right. If you choose to go right as the map shows you get to loop around
and go under the old stone arch of the bridge and enjoy more of the river bank, whereas
turning left takes you along the Lower Denbigh Road until you go down to the river bank by
the small lane between Foxon’s and the old chapel
Once at the riverbank, follow the river southwards. Reach the end and come back again.
I did this walk in late June and I didn’t enjoy it because much of the riverbank is overtaken by
Himalayan Balsam making the river invisible and the path like a Jungle.

WALK (7) – AFON CLWYD CIL OWEN AND WAEN
This walk is around 7km and needs around 1hr 45minutes. Council Paths 208/6, 208/7, 208/9
It’s a pleasant walk and time should be taken to stop every now and then to look around at
the views of the Clwydian range. It’s part of the Pilgrims Way that has been established along
the North Wales area.
Start from the Cathedral Crossroads, going along the Upper Denbigh Road until you reach the
coach park for Ysgol Glan Clwyd. Take the foot path that goes around the playing fields and
onto the old railway line. This early part of the line is in a sort of cutting with trees on both
sides but eventually you come to one of those metal things that stop cyclists from speeding
through and into a more open area of the line. About 100 yards on, on the left you will see a
stile that leads into the fields.
Follow this route in a pretty straight line going over stiles and through gates and also over a
small bridge over a stream before you get to a more substantial footbridge over the River
Clwyd.
Again following a fairly straight route you will eventually pass through a gateway and to the
left you will see some steps and a stile over which you go". You pass Cil Owen at this point
and its ruins can be seen on the other side of the fence and we will pass closer to this on the
way back
Following the line of the fence on the field will lead you to the Waen road fairly close to the
Farmers Arms.
Keep to the road now and after passing the small chapel on the right and going under the
high voltage pylons you will come to a wood on the right. Follow the road still until the trees
stop and a stone stile with the footpath marker will tell you it’s time to return to the fields.
Follow the line of the trees (by the way, these trees are named "Dormitory Wood". I don't
know why but I suspect it’s related to the possible raising of game birds as we are now in
sight of Llanerch Hall).
Passing under the HV lines again and looking out for the gaps in the fences you will come to a
grassy rise which when crested will show you the route by the farmhouse in front of you.
There is a lane to be crossed by stile and gate (remember to close the gate after you) and by
pressing on you come to Cil Owen again but on an accessible side. These is a listed structure
and so take care not to inflict any more damage on it than it has suffered already.
The route back now is to retrace the steps you took to get here before.

WALK (8) GWERNIGRON AND THE BUSINESS PARK.
Definitely a longer walk (about 90 minutes and 7.3km, Council Paths 201/10, 201/9, 208/18
208/23, 208/4) but takes in three parts of the city: the old original part around the cathedral;
the secondary development by the Roe, Ashley court etc.; and also the business park.
The Cathedral starting point again! Head down the hill and over the bridge, turn into the Roe
but take the first road on the left which is into Ashley Court. Follow this road to the end and
turn right where you will find Heol Esgob (also called Gas Lane because the town Gas works
were here), but turn left here to go up the hill.
At the top of this hill there is a choice of route as there is a footpath that leads over to the
Glascoed Road, but I don’t take this because it means walking on the road where there is no
footpath. Carrying on along the road leads to Cwttir Lane and by turning left onto it you will
reach the Glascoed Road anyway at a point where there is a footpath. Follow this path
passed Qioptiq and their car park as well as the new part of the business park. Turn onto the
bridle path here on the right and follow this until you reach a branching where you turn to the
left. On some old maps this point is named as Four Crosses and there was once a small
building here but there’s no trace of it now. Carry on down here and you will reach a bus stop
on Ffordd William Morgan (Named after the translator of the bible into Welsh).
Proceed down Ffordd William Morgan and leave the business park by heading up around the
bend to the A55 at Junction 26. Go over the bridge and on the other side follow the path
alongside the slip road.
Keep following the path until you reach a lane (called Nant y Faenol) but don’t take this, you
need to go straight on along what is marked as a bridle path. This path leads to a gate
through which you go and heading straight on along the fence line you will come to a pair of
gates which are part of Gwernigron Farm. Go through these gates and then follow the lane
until you get to the Rhuddlan road (A525) where you can cross over by the crossing towards
the Talardy/Roe Park.
Head towards Spring Gardens Caravan Park and go over the bridge to get to the far bank of
the river and turn right along that way. Carry on until you get to the A55 flyover bridge and
head up the side where there are 52 steps, or at least 52 slabs of concrete, that help the
climb, especially if the ground is a bit wet.
At the top you’re on Mount Road and by going over the A55 you can follow this back to the
cathedral cross roads.

WALK (8a) FAENOL BROPER EXTENSION
This is a loop of about 2km that can be added to Walk 8 fairly simply. Council path 201/9. At
the Ffordd William Morgan Bus Stop on the Business Park, instead of turning right, cross over
the road go through the gate and continue along the bridle path. This eventually leads you to
the wall that surrounds the Bodelwyddan castle estate. On reaching the wall continue the path
by going right and pass through another gate. Following the driveway back to the road. Turn
right to lead you back towards St Asaph and the Business Park.

WALK (9) CATHEDRAL to CASTLE and Back
Although this is a long walk (about 10km and 2hrs long Council Paths 208/22, 210/16,
206/23, 206/50, 206/27, 206/47, 201/13, 201/21, 208/4), it’s also quite simple, especially if
you’ve done the other walks. The hardest part about it is describing it because the route north
once you’ve gone over the footbridge over the A55 at the bottom of Chester Street is more or
less a matter of going in straight lines and hoping for the best because I don’t find its very
well marked. Also it’s not a matter of not following the river which appears to be largely
fenced off to separate the fields from the fishing areas. Stiles seen in the distance can just be
those to gain access to these areas. The main targets of this walk are the tops of the loops of
the Clwyd. The approach into Rhuddlan is via a lane that leads past Abbey Farm. Not long
after the farm you will see a signpost for footpaths pointing left and right. Take the left hand
side and make the loop around Twt Hill
Once into Rhuddlan, take Lon Hylas to take you past the castle and then onwards down Castle
Street to the High Street. Turn left to go down the hill and over the Bridge and on to Station
Road. Go through the Nature Park and from there follow the A525 towards St Asaph. Just
after the weighbridge head down the lane on the left and then follow the riverbank back into
St Asaph. Cross the river by the Spring Gardens bridge, or carry on to Pont Begard and cross
the river there. Head across the common to the High Street and head up the hill to the
Starting Point.

WALK (10) Cwm and Plas yn Cwm – UNDER REVIEW
About 10km and hence about 2hrs long. Council paths 210/11, 210/14, 210/10, 203/11,
203/24
Like the previous walk (9) the difficulty with a longish walk across fields is in the description.
It’s all very well saying walk 150m in a north east direction until you reach a stile under a tree
but these things rarely make sense until you’re walking. Even the map above makes little
useful sense because it doesn’t show the field boundaries. For these walks it is worth
investing in a good map. In this case the OS Explorer sheet 264 at 1:25,000 scale is the best.
But even here, be wary because hedges can disappear and sometimes the paths are rerouted.
The destination here is the Cwm Road for no other reason than its where a footpath ends
after a steepish walk and gives a good panorama to the west. Start at the Cathedral cross
roads and head down Chester Street to the new Pont Dafydd, and cross over the A55 to the
old Pont Dafydd and head up Lon Tai Cochion. About 50 metres from that old bridge is a foot
path sign and a few steps lead to a stile into the fields. The footpath points you in the right
direction and it leads to a narrow footbridge across the field

