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Issue No 5

August 2020

Whilst the city streets are still quiet, there are now signs of a return to normality. Changes to guidelines have
paved the way for many businesses to reopen - either fully or partially. Several of our pubs, cafes, shops and
hairdressers have reopened, much to the relief of many residents. These and all our local businesses deserve and
need everyone’s support as they reopen in the hope they can remain successful in these difficult times. Another
sign of optimism is the “Snake of Hope” which continues to grow and is rapidly approaching the 2000 stone mark.
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Back to the stone age...
The snake of hope, (also known as the rainbow snake) has been a
wonderful community phenomenon during lockdown. Well over
1500 stones, painted with care by so many people. Each with its
own message or depiction—words of encouragement and hope,
individuals remembered, lots of animals, rural landscapes, delightful cartoons, and some very funny comments. Some with
great creative and artistic merit, others quite simple. A great way
to communicate, a good reason for a walk to the riverbank, and
all refreshingly positive. Just as it is impossible to show each stone
in the City Times, it is impossible to pin down the “message of the
snake”; there are just too many. Best just to look at it and enjoy
each stone.
As with the snake, there are
many messages in this issue of
the City Times— but perhaps
the key one is to support local
business. Let’s do it.

Emergency Defibrillators are sited at The
Chippery, the Fire Station, the Leisure
Centre and Spring Gardens. In opening
hours, one is also available at the surgery
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Life-threatening emergencies

999

Gas leak

0800 111 999 Only use a mobile phone outside

Flooding

0345 988 1188 Natural Resources Wales 24 hour line

Non-life-threatening emergencies

101 police (eg stolen car, break in, damage to property etc)

Coronavirus advice

www.111.nhs.uk/covid-19 - Check this before ringing 111.

NHS 24hr helpline

111 for medical advice when you’re not sure what to do.

Police Community Support Officer

07989 162033 PCSO Dave Jones or email david.jones3@nthwales.pnn.police.uk

Pen Y Bont surgery
Beech House surgery
GP Out of Hours
Rowlands Pharmacy
Denbighshire County Council:
Citizens Advice Bureau:
Clwyd Alyn Housing Assoc
North Wales Housing Assoc
RSPCA

Police, Fire Brigade or Ambulance.

01745 583208
01745 582251
0300 123 5566
01745 58320
01824 706000
01745 334568
0800 1835757
01492 572727
0300 1234 999

Samaritans
116123
Wales Dementia Helpline
0800 808 2235
Age Cymru Adviceline
08000 223 444
Cruse Bereavement Care
0800 808 1677
Childline
0800 1111
North Wales Victim Help
0300 30 30 159
Grŵp Cynefin Housing Assoc 0300 111 2122
Environment Agency
03708 535250
Electricity Power Cut (any provider) 105

During the pandemic, the City Times experienced a dip in advertising revenue over the
two most recent issues. The team are most grateful for the support of Denbighshire Voluntary Services Council and their Emergency Fund in provision of a grant of £284 to cover this. We are also extremely grateful for donations from two individuals to support the
City Times. Should you wish to contribute to the running costs of the City Times, details
for donation or enquiries are on the opposite page. And as always, the CT team offer our
thanks to all contributors, distributors, advertisers, and of course, all readers!
Signs for Business advert

Vehicle graphics, Shop Facia Boards
Window Text & Safety Signs
Information & Directional Signs
Construction Site Boards
Existing Sign Refurbishment

Tel 01745sign4business1@gmail.com
731803

E:mail Enquiries Welcome

In Association With

Embroidered & Printed Workwear
Hi Viz Vests & Tabards,T-shirts
Polos,Sweatshirts,Hoodies,

SUPPLIERS TO PUBS,CLUBS,ASSOCIATIONS,
FACTORIES AND LEISURE INDUSTRIES
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July City Council Meeting (held via Zoom )

Colin Hardie

Police Report – PCSO Dave Jones reported that there had been no incidents in the City since his last report. However, there was continuing confusion amongst some residents regarding the changing relaxations in Government restrictions due to the differing standards with England. He wished to again thank
our community for its help with compliance with the pandemic restrictions.
The Bridge Public House A planning application for the change of use of the Bridge Public House to be
altered to form a single dwelling was received and no objections were made.
The Snake: The council agreed to erect a commemorative plaque at the pebble snake on the flood wall adjacent to Pont
Begard. The pebbles are decorated by children and adults from our community and the snake continues to grow. The pebbles are being secured in permanent positions by adhesive.
Litter by the riverbank The Council is aware of this increasing problem. Due to the continuing restrictions, litter picking is
being carried out infrequently but the Council expressed their sincere thanks to those individuals who regularly pick up discarded litter during their walks. A mass litter pick will be arranged as soon as restrictions permit. In the meantime people
are reminded to deposit all litter in the numerous bins provided throughout the riverside area which continue to be regularly emptied. If the bins are full, the litter should be deposited in the next nearest bin or taken home. Please do not heap
rubbish against the bins as this attracts foraging by wildlife.
Winter Fair Due to the continuing restrictions on indoor group gatherings, the council regretfully made the early decision
not to hold this year’s winter fair.
Contracted work The Council has instructed an outside contractor to carry out works to improve the condition of the land
behind the library. Also, the contractor has been employed to remove the remains of the flood debris on Roe Plas Meadows together with the removal of large areas of Himalayan Balsam.
North Wales Music Festival It was agreed to make a donation to the NWIMF to help with its plans for holding a virtual festival of music this year (see page 9)
Full details of Council Minutes can be found on the City Council website www.stasaphcitycouncil.gov.uk
The City Clerk is Mrs Jill Ellison, and can be contacted on: clerk@stasaphcitycouncil.gov.uk

Retirement of Councillors

Colin Hardie

Two long serving and well known members of the City Council have recently retired.

Denise Hodgkinson, who everyone will know as the past editor of the City Times was one of a small
group who were the driving force of its publication and for which she received the BEM from her Majesty the Queen. Amazingly, Denise first attended council meetings in 1956 as a young journalist reporting for the Rhyl Journal! Some years later, she was elected onto the City Council and has been a
local councillor for nearly 30 years and was Mayor in 1999 and again in 2002. She was one of the instigators for St. Asaph being granted full city status in 2012. Denise has been involved in many local committees and groups and has been an active member of North Wales Music Festival, Local Archaeological Group and assisted in arranging the council’s annual winter fair.
Bill Cowie joined the council in 2004 and was elected mayor in 2007. He was elected onto Denbighshire County Council in 2008 where he represented the city’s west ward until he retired in 2017. Bill
was appointed Chairman of the County Council in 2011. He has been an extremely active county councillor and was responsible for the installation of the pedestrian crossing outside the Co-op supermarket. He was also the instigator of the provision of the public car park and “Trim Trail” behind the surgeries on the Roe.
Both will be greatly missed from council discussions as they each hold a wealth of knowledge and experience and always provide well-reasoned arguments in discussions. They are both enthusiastic contributors to helping our local community and we salute all they have done for the city.
Denise and Bill will now have a well- earned rest from public duties.

Vacancies for councillors: There are vacancies for positions on the City Council.

Any interested
parties should send a CV with a covering letter of interest explaining their reasons for wishing to become a
councillor. Council would then consider the applications and decide at a Full Council meeting whether to coopt new members. It would be a good idea for any applicant to have a discussion with one of the current
councillors to get an understanding of the role and responsibilities of a councillor.

Applicants should send their CV and letter by 1st September by e-mail to clerk@stasaphcitycouncil.gov.uk or by post to Mrs
Jill Ellison, City Clerk, St Asaph City Council, 26 Maes Dolfor, Llanfairfechan, Conwy LL33 0RP
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Peter Scott has been asked by
the City Council to be Mayor
for a second year 2020/21,
which he is honoured to accept. He is really looking forward to serving the people of
St Asaph for another year.
The deputy mayor is John Roberts who is also serving for a
Mayor Peter Scott and
second term.

Our City
Councillors

Cllr Mike Gedd: 2 Deans Walk St Asaph LL17 0NE
Mob 07795 844863 e-mail m.gedd@outlook.com

Cllr Peter G Morton: 6 Elwy Crescent St Asaph LL17 0NB
Mob 07810 328179 07434 095210
e-mail pmortonstasaphwest@btinternet.com
Cllr Barbara J Rust 11 Roe Parc LL17 0LD
Tel 01745 583659 Mob 07923 11247
e-mail b.rust141@btinternet.com

Cathedral re-opens.

In recent weeks, the cathedral
has re-opened for individual
visitors, and has also just started services once more. Many
changes have been brought in
to meet the public health requirements: sanitising hands,
separation of seats, one-way
systems and no singing. But the
tranquil atmosphere of the cathedral is still a very special
place to sit and reflect on all the turmoil and extraordinary events of this year.
Online services continue each week on Sundays and
Wednesdays. Details on www.stasaphcathedral.wales

Venture caravans by the
A55 roundabout re-opened at the
end of July, having been unable to
trade during what would usually be
their three busiest months of the
year. And it would have been a
great spring to be taking the caravan out! Caravan parks
are now re-opening, so Venture caravans are hoping for a
busy footfall of people needing equipment or repairs for
their caravans, and are also banking on more people holidaying with their caravans in the UK this year. The selfcontained and independent appeal of the caravan may
particularly appeal to those who have been shielding. Support local business!

Lady Mayoress Susan Scott

Mayor Cllr Peter Scott: 51 Bishops Walk St Asaph LL17
0SU. Tel 01745 583504 Mob 07912 388132
e-mail peterscott2012@gmail.com

EAST

Cllr Joanne Ellison: Mob 07789 363677
e-mail j.c.ellison@btopenworld.com

WEST

Cllr Colin Hardie: 49 Ashly Court St Asaph LL17 0PG
Tel 01745 585399 Mob 07796 148486 e-mail
c.hardie458@btinternet.com

Deputy Mayor Cllr John Owen Roberts: Ael Y Garth, Upper Denbigh Road LL17 0RW Tel 01745 583248 Mob
07867 640398 e-mail aelygarth@gmail.com
Cllr David Andrew Thomas: 27 Bishops Walk St Asaph
LL17 0SU Tel 01745 583100 Mob 07528 763848
e-mail andrewthos@aol.com

Cllr Rosalind Williams: Glanrafon House Lower Street
LL17 0SG Tel 01745 582248 Mob 07970 201040

POPETH CYMRAEG
Quarter
page
layout
Cyrsiau
Cymraeg
Gostyngiadau sylweddol ar gael

as pdf Welsh Courses
Substantial discounts available

Ewch i’n gwefan am wybodaeth ynglŷn â’n holl ddosbarthiadau
Visit our website for information about our wide range of courses

www.popethcymraeg.cymru
gwybod@popethcymraeg.cymru
01745 812287

Oherwydd y feirws Cofid19 bydd ein holl ddosbarthiadau
yn cael eu dysgu ar-lein am y dyfodol agos.
Due to the Covid19 virus all our classes will be taught
on-line for the immediate future.
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Green light for hospitality to open ‘outside’!

Sue Scott

Outside opening: After four months of lockdown the Welsh Government gave the green light for pubs, cafes and restau-

rants to re-open from 13th July - but only outside. If opening outside is successful for the hospitality sector, and if coronavirus cases continue to fall, businesses will be able to open inside on Monday 3rd August. Not all businesses in hospitality
took the opportunity to open outside on 13th July. Some said they lacked suitable outside facilities, some felt it would not
be worthwhile economically, and others said they would wait to see how customers react to outside service before reopening. Most will open on 3rd August .
Businesses that made the decision to re-open on 13th July included the Cricket Club, the New Inn, the Juniper Gin bar
(Barrow), the Flowerpot Café and Jacob’s Ladder. All made the necessary adjustments in lay-out and operation to ensure
customer safety, with sanitising stations, social distancing markers and one way systems.

The Cricket Club opened to its members on 13th July. Covid
membership is available, on request, until the end of the
cricket season, at a cost of £10 per person. Weather permitting, they are looking forward having a successful summer’s trading, along with some great cricket too!

Jacob’s Ladder opened for take- away and outdoor service
from 13th July, from 10 -3 Monday to Saturday except
Thursday when the café is opened from 10-1. Opening
hours are dependent on good weather. Lowri said ‘I was
so excited to see our customers again and we are enjoying
serving them outside. This has helped us to prepare for
when full-service resumes”

The New Inn has a bespoke outside bar located in their extensive beer garden, ideal for outside opening. Outside only
hours are from 12 noon until 8pm and are subject to weather conditions being favourable. If you like to stand at a bar
whilst drinking you can enjoy your tipple leaning against on
one of three customised minibars in the beer garden!

The Flowerpot café operates a take -away service and there
is a beautiful courtyard at the front of building with flowerpots positioned to separate tables and enable social distancing rules to be met. Outside service is restricted to Thursday,
Friday, Saturday and Sunday weather permitting until inside
service returns.

Eat out—Help out! Don’t forget, the Chancellor Rishi Sunak announced a scheme called ‘Eat Out Help Out’ .This

scheme entitles every diner to 50% discount, up to £10 per head on a meal, at any participating pub, restaurant, café or
other eligible food service establishment. This scheme is for ‘sit- down‘ meals only. It is available across the UK from Monday to Wednesday throughout August. A further measure announced for the hospitality sector from 15TH July is a reduction in VAT from 20% to 5% on food, accommodation and tourist attractions (not drinks) for six months.
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The Plough will re-open August 3rd and has changed its entrance point to
allow tables to be outside yet undercover; twelve “beach-huts” have been
built on the patio to help customers keep to social distancing rules. There is
a new improved customer on-line booking system to reserve a table or a
hut. Customers will be served at the table where payment will also be taken.
The upstairs restaurant has been fitted with screens between the booths for
the comfort of customers. For terms and conditions for bookings customers
are asked to check out the website.
The Juniper Gin Bar opened its courtyard, situated at the rear of the of the building, for customers from 4pm until late from
13th July. The bar specialises in serving local gins, spirits and organic wines. Alun and Mannon are looking forward to
providing inside service .
The Swan opened its beer garden at 12 pm on 19th July.
The Bod Erw looks forward to opening soon. In the meantime, they say “look after yourselves and your loved ones” To find
out more about dates for re-opening ring Tony or Sue on 01745 584638.
The Talardy Hotel and Lodge took the decision not to open on 13TH July due to lack of suitable outdoor space for customers. However, Frank and his staff are looking forward to seeing you all again when they re-open on 3rd August. Customers
are asked to check their website to find out what they are doing to prepare for this momentous day and to find out how
you can book your table.
The Translators’ Tea Room ask that customers refer to their social media or website stasaphcathedral.wales for details of
when they will be opening . In the meantime, they say “stay safe!”

Get rid of that lockdown look!

Sue Scott

The hairdressers and barbers in St Asaph couldn’t wait to get their hands on
your lockdown hair or correct your DIY hair style! They were all well prepared
with PPE, systems, signage, paperwork and social distancing rules all in place.
There was growing confidence in the arrangements made over that first week
and they were all well into their stride making us look as handsome or as stunning as we were before lockdown!
Make sure you ring to make an appointment well in advance because the experience is different now. You may have to fill a form in before your appointment.
Your hairdresser may complete a consultation on the phone before you arrive.
Due to social distancing rules some salons maybe open longer to accommodate
their clients. Disposable masks will be the norm for clients. Staff may wear face
shields and /or facemasks. Gone is the coffee and flipping through magazines!
Becky, Ffion and Nicola at Scissortrix

Remember everything your hairdresser or barber puts in place is primarily for
your protection and for their staff too. Get that appointment booked and get ready to enjoy being pampered. The hairdressers and barbers in St Asaph can’t wait to see you again.

Lisa welcoming Bryn Davies for his
first haircut since lockdown

La belle Ame—the newly opened salon

City Glam team—ready and waiting!
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Letters
The kindness of neighbours: I would like to thank all my wonderful neighbours

who have taken it upon themselves to look after me during the last 3 months whilst
we have been in lockdown.
Geoff Barnes, Sue and John Dicks, Linda Matthias and Daryl Williams have ensured
that I haven’t suffered from malnutrition! The kind neighbours who have posted
letters for me. All the people who have passed and stopped to chat when I’ve been in
the garden, and the people who have chatted to me on the phone. I have been
blessed with such good, kind neighbours and the family of my next door neighbour Ray, who always have time to
greet me and pass the time of day. Your support has been invaluable and I can’t thank you enough. It is lovely to
receive the City Times and my thanks to the dedicated team who produce and deliver it
Margaret Heath

Wildlife at Livingstone Place development: Being a resident in Living-

stone Place, I would like to reassure Mrs. M Cummings, whose letter in your
June issue expressed concern about provision for wildlife in the Livingstone
Place development. Writing this in early June, I can report that at certain times
during the day, the sky is full of house martins, swallows and swifts, and in late
evenings bats appear. My small garden is alive with blue tits, great tits, goldfinches, house sparrows, blackbirds, dunnocks and on occasion, chaffinches
Hawfinch www.voice.gardenbird.co.uk
and a collared dove. During a cold spell last Winter, a hawfinch, a bird not
common in this area, hung around for two weeks feeding on the lawn. Less welcome are crows, magpies, jackdaws, and squirrels. Also, I am certain that there are now more bird-friendly features, such as grassed and planted areas, bushes and trees on Livingstone Place than were ever present when the site contained nothing but
buildings and bleak carparks. Is there any downside to living here? Yes, the dawn chorus opens up at 4 am!
Charles Rees

Livingstone Place Thank you for the opportunity to reply to Mr Rees' letter about the planning breaches at

Livingstone Place. I have no axe to grind with any resident there, the fault lies with the construction company for
not complying with the agreed Mitigation measures.
For over 20 years I worked at the site, and live next to it
so was familiar with the wildlife there. 26 different species of wild tree alone were listed on the Habitat survey,
all but 3 were felled, and I have seen 3 recently planted
trees. It is well known that swallows etc form groups
with swallows from nearby nesting sites when feeding,
especially in the evening. There is evidence of nesting at
2 to 3 nearby farms, but not on Livingstone Place itself
any more. It is still a rural site, so it is good there is evidence of some wildlife there. I am still waiting on a decision from Denbighshire Planning. M Cummings

Humane Research Trust To all our supporters, who
have helped the St Asaph group of the Humane Research Trust raise funds for vital research from its inception—helping people save animals. We hope you are
keeping safe and well. Till we meet again! Best wishes to
all. Meriel, Rosanne, Pearl etc.
info@humaneresearch.org.uk
www.humaneresearch.org.uk
Facebook.com/TheHumaneResearchTrust
Twitter @humane_research
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It won’t be quite like this...

North Wales International Music Festival 2020 - going virtual
As a result of the pandemic the NWIMF has been reconceived as a virtual festival of online concerts, workshops and education projects. The planned theme for 2020 was 'Visions' and now it will be 'Visions - we see from afar'. The full line up of
festival performances in September will be announced soon on the NWIMF website (www.nwimf.com), but will include
performances by Sheku Kanneh-Mason, Voces8, Craig Ogden, Isata Kanneh-Mason, Awen Celtica and VRï. Now
that’s quite a powerful line-up! Check their website for details and how to access. And let’s support them with donations.
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St Asaph Empire Day
We may now feel hesitant about celebrating our former Empire, but there were no such concerns in 1909.

THE TRADE SECTION
…. get that job done properly!

Electricians—see PSA advert opposite,
and Evans Electricals on page 26.
Contact editorsact@gmail.com or 01745 583770 to
advertise on this page. £18 one-off; £15 rolling ad-

tgwilliamsbuilders.co.uk

Commercial & Residential
Contractors Est 1971
Office: 01745 583 332

Lee Cary
Painter & Decorator
Quality work at the right price
01745 584550
07887 617198
leecary1@hotmail.co.uk

andypeachy@gmail.co
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The Snake of Hope

Gill Winter

Most of us will have seen the extraordinary collection of decorated stones that
has appeared during the pandemic. City Times caught up with Kara Roberts, of
Roe Park, to find out how this wonderful beacon of hope began. “I got the idea
from a similar venture in Prestatyn where I used to live and thought we could
start one here” said Kara.
Kara’s two children, Ezra (4) and Jacob (2) were only too keen to get involved
and the Snake of Hope was born on 20th May 2020. Having started on the far
side of the Pont Begard bridge, the snake soon began to outgrow its home.
With the suggestion it be moved to the park side, the snake is now well past
1500 stones in length.
Supporter Mike Jones and his daughter Jasmin have also been on hand to help
with the logistics and creating 100 stone markers. Kara commented “I’d love it
if every year we could have a party near the grass there to mark this time. The
community spirit has been brilliant with people of all ages contributing,
it’s really brought people together”. The snake is a permanent feature after the Mike Jones, Peter and Sue Scott, Jasmine
council and NRW granted permission for the stones to be fixed in place. Kara Jones and Kara Roberts at the unveiling of the
has already been in touch with the BBC so who knows, it could plaque alongside the snake on 24/7/20.
go national! Watch this space….
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Messages of encouragement from St Asaph Rainbows and Brownies!

Part of a series of messages prepared by St Asaph Brownies and Rainbows on Zoom meetings during lockdown.
Katie Jones reports: “We made a thank you NHS video which was tweeted and shared by BCUHB. This was the girls’ message: We must keep going because it is making a difference. We are apart now but we will be together again soon. Thank
you NHS - stay safe, we won’t forget your hard work“ www.girlguidingclwyd.org If you want to join St Asaph Brownies or

R Morris and son advert

R. Morris & Son
FAMILY BUSINESS (ESTABLISHED 1860)

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
ST. ASAPH ROAD, TREFNANT
TREFNANT (01745) 730369
OR DENBIGH (01745) 812319
24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE
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Bonsai

Kev Bailey

I became fascinated by cacti as a young lad. On one of my regular visits to the greenhouse in the garden centre at Hawarden Castle, I saw some tiny trees in blue glazed
pots. They were far too expensive for my pocket money, so they stayed where they
were. Weeks later, on another visit, I noticed that they were all dead and I asked if I
could have the pots. That kickstarted an interest that proved lifelong.
Bonsai originated in China, and the Japanese adopted the techniques and developed
them over the centuries. People often think bonsai are indoor trees, whereas most are
outdoor trees. Many “indoor bonsai” sold at garden centres are tropical or frost tender - they are difficult to keep, especially in centrally heated homes, needing good
light, but not too strong. That said, some succulents can take full sunshine and a few
can become great bonsai, with training. All plants will do much better if they are outdoors, once all frosts are past. In summer, water abundantly when the soil begins to dry out, but keep them barely
damp in winter.
Outdoor Bonsai
Keeping trees alive in pots is basically a matter of watering and feeding correctly. If you can do this with plants in containers, you are half-way there.
Beginners can use any container that is shallow and has drainage holes. Old washing up bowls, plastic seed trays, anything that will allow you to spread the roots out in a nice radial pattern. The soil mix should be gritty and free draining. Any tree or shrub can be tried. Seed is slow but naturally sown weed trees may provide a free source from your
garden. I often dig up Oak, Ash, Yew etc that have been sown by birds and hundreds of Silver Birch that blow in on the
wind. Potting them up is best done in autumn or spring, before the leaves unfurl. Later in the year it is more risky.
There are so many species that their exact needs and care must be determined by reading up on them from specialist
books and websites.
Feed fortnightly in summer, with houseplant or garden fertiliser at half the strength written on the box.
Trimming of most species can be done once new growth is extending, back to two leaves, to retain shape. If any part
needs to be thickened or extended, let it grow. This is where the art and vision come into play. If done regularly and
without care you will end up with a piece of topiary. The aim is always to avoid leaving any sign that your miniature
version of a majestic old tree in nature has seen any human intervention. Plants only need repotting when they have
become root bound, after a few years, and after you have read up on the plant’s needs and the techniques necessary.
Bonsai is a much larger subject than it would appear from a superficial
glance. It is an absorbing pastime and an art. Developing good bonsai
requires horticulture, vision, practical skills and patience. There are
now many books available. For an excellent video, check out Herons
Creating a maple bonsai tree in 20 mins on Youtube. All of Herons videos are good. You may wish to join a club. This is the fastest way to
advance learning. I was chairman of the Vale of Clwyd Bonsai Society
for many years and it used to be run from The Leisure Centre in St
Asaph. When I retired, the club moved nearer to where the membership was. It still meets monthly in Ewloe.

And the snake goes on…..
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What’s that weird green dome on the Waen?
Before we answer that, here’s an extraordinary fact: one third of all the food we buy is wasted.
In total, it has been calculated that UK households waste 4.5 million tonnes of food per year, which
in money terms is around £700 per year for an average family with children When shops, supermarkets, catering operations and the hospitality industry are included, more than 15 million tonnes of
food waste are disposed of each year in the UK. (More details on www.wrap.co.uk ) The majority
ends up in landfill sites where it rots and releases methane, a powerful greenhouse gas.
The obvious way forward solution is to cut down massively on
food waste in the first place. But in addition, food waste can be turned to good use, and
the futuristic Biogen Plant in the Waen is a great example of this. City Times caught up
with Lee Vaughan, senior plant technician there, and a great enthusiast for recycling, to
explain how the plant operates. The plant was opened in 2014 and is one of a network of
such plants across the UK. It processes 22,500 tonnes of food waste each year from Conwy, Denbighshire and Flintshire, with some from commercial operations, including the
South Caernarfon Creamery, but mostly from household collections,. Yes, those little orange bins, filled with the bits that you shouldn’t put on your garden compost heap!
The kerbside collections are brought by lorry to the plant and enter a sealed building
where they are macerated to a particle size of 12mm before being pumped into digesters. Bacteria digest the waste by a process called anaerobic digestion* (AD), and produce
biogas, which is a combination of methane and CO2. The biogas is stored in the massive
spherical building and is used to drive the containerised Jenbacher biogas engine, which
Lee Vaughan, by the gas storage
produces both heat and electrical power. Recoversphere
able heat from the engine is used to maintain the
digester temp at 40 degrees and the pasteuriser at 75 degrees, whilst the electrical
output is fed into the national grid. It produces enough energy to provide power to
2250 homes, approximately 1 megawatt. That’s enough to power all the homes in St
Asaph (roughly 1,300) as well as several local villages! All from our food waste.
The pasteurised residue from the AD process is further broken down to 2mm particle
size and is then spread as biofertilizer on local farms. Every tonne of food waste recycled by AD as an alternative to landfill prevents between 0.5 and 1.0 tonne of
Jenbacher containerised biogas enCO2 entering the atmosphere, one of the many benefits of anaerobic digestion.
The whole operation is carefully regulated by Natural Resources Wales, the Environment Agency, and Health Inspectorate Wales.
Sometimes you will see a flare burning at the
plant. This happens when the Jenbacher engine
is turned off for maintenance, and the spherical
biogas container is full; a flare will then burn off
the constantly produced methane until the engine is re-started.
Biogen was named Recycling Business of the
Year at the 2019 Awards for Excellence in Recycling & Waste Management.
Duncan Cameron
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The snake of controversy – differing
opinions about the HM Stanley
Memorial column, and the Council
statement

Extracts of the response from the biographer of HM
Stanley, Tim Jeal:
“In response to George Floyd’s brutal murder, it is right and
natural that people should wish to express support for the
murdered man and to seek out injustices and inequalities. But
the removal of Stanley’s statue will not further that cause or
help a single living victim of injustice”
“The petition largely depends upon the reliability of Vice Consul John Kirk’s Foreign Office enquiry into Stanley’s alleged
crimes committed when navigating the Congo between 1876
and 1877. What is not widely known is that since 1870, Kirk
had hated Stanley for publicly exposing him for his failure in
the late 1860s to get supplies to Dr Livingstone and for having
sent into the African interior slaves as replacement carriers,
instead of the freemen Livingstone had expressly asked
for……”

The Petition to remove the column - extracts
“HM Stanley worked under King Leopold II of Belgium
and helped establish the Congo Free State, which exploited the Congo for its resources and especially its
people. If the Congolese people did not reach their rubber quotas they were killed or mutilated, and punishments included cutting off their hands. Over 20 years,
10 million Congolese people were killed….”
“Stanley was known to be brutal towards the African
people. So much that in 1871 the British House of Commons began an investigation on his treatment towards
them. Stanley was charged with excessive violence,
wanton destruction, the selling of labourers into slavery, the sexual exploitation of African women and the
plundering of villages for ivory and canoes. HM Stanley's work and expeditions paved the way for colonialism, white supremacy and genocide in the Congo…..”
“As St Asaph residents, we embody a caring, welcoming
and inclusive community. The HM Stanley statue is not
consistent with our views or values, nor does it represent what we stand for especially in the current climate. This statue carries negative connotations of racism, colonialism and genocide, which does not deserve
to be celebrated. This statue needs to be removed”

Elen Lewis’ petition attracted over 1100 signatures.

“…Because the Congolese would not sell food for the kind of
cloth which he still had left, his (HM Stanley) men stole. Rather
than let them be enslaved by local villagers when caught, he
purchased their freedom again and again…. Stanley never sold
a single man. He loathed slavery. Coming upon a large party of
Arab slavers with 2,300 captives, he could hardly believe ‘such
awful wickedness was possible … would to God I could set
them free’ and save them from this ‘indescribable in humanity.’…..”
“The creators of other ‘take down Stanley’ petitions have
linked him with King Leopold II of Belgium’s atrocities which
took place on the Congo in the early 1890s, ten years after
Stanley had been sacked as the king’s Chief Agent and had left
the river for good. Leopold had sacked Stanley because he had
refused to sign treaties with chiefs that took away their land.
In my book, I describe finding in Brussels the only undoubtedly
genuine treaty signed by Stanley. It demanded no land and
was an admirably fair rental agreement. All his other treaties
were destroyed by Leopold and forgeries were substituted giving Leopold the land….”
“People who believe
whatever condemnation
of Stanley they find on
the internet should ask
themselves if they know
enough to damn him. For
Denbigh to have honored
their own rejected workhouse boy with a statue
for his unique contribution
to
human
knowledge of the African
continent seems right
and proper to me. Few
Victorians if viewed solely through the lens of
modern moral values will
remain on their plinths”
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Extracts of an open letter from
Bishop Gregory Cameron
“Exactly what do we commemorate in the
life of Henry Morton Stanley? He was an adventurer, who had little respect for the natives of Africa, and who shared in one of the
most atrocious and exploitative colonial endeavours ever in that vast continent, the
enslaving of an entire population to service
the wealth creation of King Leopold II of Belgium through the production of rubber...

...He repudiated his Welsh upbringing and
paid scant regard to the communities of St
Asaph and Denbigh which had nurtured him.
So why is there a statue of him in Denbigh’s
main square, and a monument at the bottom
of St Asaph’s High Street?”
Bishop Gregory

Extracts of an open letter from R Mulinda
“The UK Ugandan community group of SHEPA would
like to share with you its deep conviction that Sir Henry Morton Stanley (i) believed in the shared humanity
of all Black/African and White people (ii) he exhibited
fraternal love for the Ugandan and all African people
(iii) he was the first Evangeliser, Ecumenist and Secular
Philanthropist in Uganda, and (iv) he affectionately
named Uganda/Buganda country the “ Pearl of Africa”
and (v) he was neither a slave trader nor a racist.
SHEPA would like to humbly ask Denbighshire County
Council, to distinguish Sir H.M. Stanley from slave traders and racists; they request that Sir HM Stanley be
always guarantee the recognition he deserves and;
they suggest that the statue of Sir HM Stanley in Denbigh Town Centre and his other memorials in any other
places in the UK do remain in their places.
Ricardo MS Mulinda
Shared Heritage & Parenting Animatora

….and the Council decision from 24th June
"St Asaph City Council has decided to keep the sculpture to HM Stanley in place,
but to rewrite the information board, to reflect today's climate and feelings using
Tim Jeal's biography and documents provided over the past few weeks. A member
of the public, who presented the larger petition requesting the removal of the
sculpture, has agreed to join a working party, alongside four city councillors, to
write a more balanced view for the interpretation board.”

The Cathedral bells
The two mighty cathedral bells
have been rung frequently in
recent months—not just to
strike the hour and signal the
onset of the service. The Thursday evening Clap for carers and
NHS staff was accompanied every week by two minutes ringing
at 8pm ; they rang out on VE
day , and for the NHS’ 72nd
birthday.
On the anniversary on the 14th
of June of the tragic fire in
Grenfell Tower, the bell tolled
for each of the 72 victims.
Thanks to Dean Nigel Williams
for the photo—and for ringing
on those special occasions.
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Random acts of kindness: The first meeting for the St Asaph RAK group was in October 2017 so it has been
going for 2 and a half years now. At present there are 3 main elements:

1) A ‘Drop In’ every Thursday at the Community Church on the High Street from 12.30 till 2.30 - temporarily on hold due
to the pandemic.
2) A Facebook page with over 600 members where kindness is celebrated with stories … etc..

3) Giving out a cake each week to a deserving person nominated by someone from the community. 119 have been given
out so far. We have team of 4 fantastic ladies who bake the cakes without whom it could not happen.
Please consider coming to the Drop In when it re-starts, for friendship with free refreshments, free newspapers to read
and games to play. Join the Facebook page which is called St Asaph RAK (I am the only admin and accept everyone!!) and
nominate anyone who you think deserves a cake.

I am aware of the number of lonely people there are and would like to address that. I
would also like to volunteer to help people with jobs in their house that they were unable
to do. Another dream I have would be for some sort of a Community Shop manned by
volunteers (selling second hand things and providing other help and support?) as a hub
for the community. RAK is based at the Community Church which I attend and maybe my
faith was what motivated me to try to be involved in more kindness but RAK is open for
everyone in the community, whether church goers or not
Ring me (Alan Jones) on 583148 or email me on alanstasaph@aol.com if you are interested.

Fundraising for St Kentigern: A share and
sell plant stall open at weekends on
Mount Road raised £700 with matched
funding, and a stall selling jam produced
by Vera and Eirlys Savage raised £122. Proceeds from both of these ventures have
gone to St Kentigern Hospice.
In respect of the latter, there is a tendency, I think, to assume that one might be incapacitated by dementia and
whilst this is right (1 in 14 people over 65 in the UK have
dementia*) this should not be the only concern and nor
should it be presumed that becoming incapacitated is something to only to worry about later in life.

Offering Peace of Mind in Times of Crisis
“Who would have thought a
few months ago that terms
such as ‘social distancing’,
‘self-isolating’ ‘shielding’, and
‘test, track & trace’ would become so familiar, and would so
prominently reflect how we’re
all having to adapt to the
COVID-19 crisis?
Everything about the global
pandemic is starkly worrying
for us all; not least how quickly
and unexpectedly each of our
lives can change.
In my experience in assisting clients with making Wills and
Powers of Attorney, it has always struck me how most people accept their own mortality and understand and
acknowledge the importance of preparing Wills, whilst fewer
people are aware of and accept the risk of them becoming
incapacitated or unable to manage their own money or property.

As the current pandemic continues to teach us all many
things such as kindness, thankfulness and what really matters, we should remember not to take our own mental and
physical health for granted, and we should accept that irrespective of our age, family situation and current health, we’re
all vulnerable and our lives can change in an instant.
At Swayne Johnson Solicitors, we have been continuing
to support many individuals and their families, throughout
lockdown, to plan and put in place their Wills and Powers of
Attorney.
Whether you’re worried about your own affairs or someone
else’s, how self-isolating might affect your ability to manage
your money, or who would make decisions about your health
and medical treatment if you can’t make them yourself, call
us. We’re here to help achieve peace of mind in respect of
these important issues”
* Prince, M et al (2014) Dementia UK: Update Second Edition report produced by King’s College London and the London School of
Economics for the Alzheimer’s Society

Got a question? Want to chat through your situation or that
of a loved one?
Contact Megan Edwards at
Swayne Johnson Solicitors Church House, High Street, St
Asaph LL17 0RD or on 01745 582 535
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The old cemetery — finding family and nature

Duncan Cameron

Wander through the peaceful and beautiful old cemetery on Mount Road in St Asaph, and you will come across headstones bearing names of many long-established St Asaph families. There are over 700 graves in the cemetery, some dating
back to the 1700s, and 7 war graves. The last burial took place there over 50 years ago, and burials since then have taken
place at the adjacent council cemetery. A record of all the graves, their inscriptions and location within the cemetery was
drawn up by Andrew Thomas, Sue Thomas, Denys Owen and Paul Evers-Swindell, and is available online on the parish
church website www.stasaphparishchurch.org.uk In this record, you can look for individuals using the alphabetical index,
and then locate the grave on the map provided. The record is essential, as, for example, there are over 280 with the surname Jones, including 16 plain “John Jones”.

Don’t expect to find all the graves in pristine condition. Over time, many of the
gravestones have become overgrown or buried. Some have tipped over or cracked
open as tree roots grow underneath them; others have been engulfed by anthills.
Headstones that are unstable are laid down over the grave. There was a period
when the cemetery was severely overgrown, but volunteer work parties, and the
introduction of a small number of sheep have opened it up once again, although
trees and undergrowth around the edges have been preserved for wildlife corridors
and habitats.
Hebridean sheep—efficient lawnmowers

After

Before

Twenty minutes work….please feel free to tidy up your relative’s grave – or indeed to
adopt an untended grave and keep it tidy!

The sheep have waited a full year for
clipping—longer than we have waited
during lockdown for our haircuts...

The cemetery chapel was sold several years ago, and the proceeds were added to the funds required for the current renovation of the Parish Church. The chapel has been beautifully renovated into open plan office space, and was the headquarters for Just Imagine, a contract interior design company, which has subsequently relocated to larger premises in the old
church halls in Bodelwyddan. It was used temporarily by the fund-raising team for St Kentigern Hospice whilst renovations
were taking place there.
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Ysgol Glan Clwyd—managing school re-opening

Fiona Shand

Following legislation from the Welsh Government, Ysgol Glan Clwyd re-opened for pupils on June 29th. The staff had already been to work at differing times during the previous week and much preparation had taken place to welcome the pupils into the safest environment possible.
Corridors have been marked to help everyone maintain distance from each other, with arrows showing the direction of
movement in each area. The duration of the school day is shorter than usual for pupils, commencing at 9.30; with pupils
leaving the premises at 2.30pm. Pupils attend from Mondays to Thursdays, according to their Year. Instead of being in their
usual classes, the pupils are now placed in ‘Learning communities’ of which there are eight. Two communities of the eight
attend school daily. Each community has its own area within the building, including a specific entrance and exit point.
Morning and lunch breaks are staggered, in order to keep pupils from the various communities safely apart.
Each learning community consists of 6 – 8 pupils and the learners remain in the same classroom for all their lessons. The
teachers do not necessarily deliver their own subject to the pupils. Every pupil receives a study pack daily, this being taken
home. This approach is known as blended learning. The timetable provides sessions on Literacy, Numeracy, Digital Competence, Healthy Body and a Healthy Mind. If it’s possible to take pupils outdoors, then some lessons take place outside, as
the spreading of the coronavirus from one person to another is less likely in the open air. School uniform need not be worn
for the few remaining weeks of term but pupils are expected to wear suitable and comfortable clothing for practical and
physical activities outdoors.

Lunch, which is pre – ordered in the morning, is also eaten in the pupils’ designated classroom, during
a much shorter than usual lunch break. Hand sanitisers are readily available and the pupils have to
clean and disinfect their tables at regular intervals, supervised by an adult. There are regular short
breaks throughout the day for visits to the toilet and hand washing . Thorough cleaning takes place
throughout the day, with more cleaners than usual hard at work in the building during lesson times.
Years 10 and 12 pupils receive weekly lessons via live streaming in addition to attending school in
their designated group for one day a week, where again they are taught, not in their usual classes, but
within their small group.
In order to reduce the risk of infection and in line with the Welsh Government’s encouragement, it is suggested that parents bring their children to school wherever possible. If school transport is utilised, then seating plans have been implemented and social distancing must be adhered to at the bus stops. No visitors are allowed on site. As you can see, the
school experience is very different from what it was before the coronavirus pandemic struck. What can we expect in September? Who knows, only time will tell.

Ysgol Cefn Meriadog

Laura Martin, headteacher

It has been a busy few months for the staff and children at Ysgol Cefn Meiriadog as we
have all adapted to a different way of working. Luckily we have managed to do this
quickly and smoothly and the children have maintained their hard work and focus
throughout the lockdown period.
We use a communications app called ‘Seesaw’ which has ensured that we have been
able to set, mark and give feedback on work and also be on hand throughout the day to support the
children wherever needed. Although this is far from our ideal it has definitely been the next best thing for us and our children. It has been wonderful to see the hard work and commitment from the children as well as the fantastic support from
the parents. The work that has been produced during lockdown has been fabulous. We have been on troll hunts, created
Roald Dahl minecraft worlds, made volcanoes, explored magical trees and so much more! It has been a very busy three
months!
On Monday 29th June we opened our doors again for our ‘check in’, ‘catch up’ and ‘prepare’ sessions. The staff worked really hard to ensure the school and classes were as ‘normal’ as possible and that the sessions were fun, engaging, practical
and a bit more fun! With the announcement
from the Minister of Education that schools
will be re-opening to all pupils from September we are excited to open our doors and
welcome all our wonderful children back to
Ysgol Cefn Meiriadog! We hope you all have
a fantastic Summer!
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LNS lorry feature

Recovery Vehicle (Wheeled) GS 6 x 6, Foden

The Frogster.

Definitely the most awe-inspiring vehicle in the whole of St Asaph. It’s big and green (hence Frogster),
and it lives in LNS on the Roe. You won’t need it if your Corsa breaks down, but if your 6 wheeler fully loaded bin lorry
gets stuck down a muddy farm track, or your concrete mixer rolls upside down off a steep road, it’s just the job. Leigh
Bowden’s massive ex-REME recovery tow truck has a big wheelbase, and a big fanbase on Facebook, where you will find
some great videos and pictures. It was built by Foden of Crewe in 1986, and saw service with REME in Germany, Belgium
and Bosnia. Leigh bought it in 2014 to add to the LNS recovery fleet. It weighs a mighty 26 tons, and manages 4 mpg. Top
speed is supposedly 43mph, but it has been nudged up to over 60 on occasions. It can go to 4 wheel drive and even 6
wheel drive (that only in a straight line) and for big pulls, can be switched to crawl gear for maximum traction at walking
pace. For towing down steep hills, the max retarder can be engaged to avoid runaway. In addition to its crane (lifting 8
tonnes) and formidable rear vehicle lift, it has front and rear winches, capable of pulling 30 and 10 tons respectively.
Many of its recoveries are recorded on Facebook. In New Brighton, the Frogster recovered the RNLI lifeboat launch tractor
when it had tipped over and became submerged in deep water. A video online shows it towing a 130 ton truck laden with
a concrete crusher up Rhuallt hill after the truck had lost traction at the bottom. Respect to the Frogster and to LNS.

Flip-flap continues Further attempts to repair the
A55 flyover expansion plates to lessen the bizarre flip-flap/
rifle-crack noise have brought no improvement. The nightly
convoy of lorries passing through from the ferry still fires
off a salvo to wake local residents. The Council have contacted our MP and AS to help sort this out with the Trunk
Road Agency.

photo Steffan Jones
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Fire! Fire! Fire!

John Oliver

North Wales Fire & Rescue Service helps protect residents,
visitors and properties throughout North Wales. But how does
the St Asaph Fire Station work, and how can our community
help them? We asked Rhian Williams Corporate Communications Officer to tell us more:
“Originally located at the rear of the council offices on the Upper Denbigh Road, the fire station moved to its current location on The Roe, St Asaph almost 50 years ago. St
Asaph is an “On-Call / Retained Duty System” (RDS) station. On-Call Firefighters are skilled individuals who
come from a wide variety of backgrounds - they include teachers, farmers, administrators and stay at home parents. However, they also provide evening, daytime or weekend cover to help protect the communities in which
they live or work. These are ordinary people who give up their spare time to do an extraordinary job. On-Call
Firefighters are ready to go out to a call the moment a message comes through to them. They could be at home
or working elsewhere, either for themselves or for someone else in a variety of different roles. Fully trained,
these are highly skilled personnel who are committed to saving lives and property from fire and other emergency
situations.
They are also actively involved in the prevention of fire, particularly in the home. Another key part of the role is
to undertake Safe and Well Checks in the home, offering free advice to residents on how to eliminate or reduce
the risk of fire. For a free Safe and Well Check and free smoke alarm installation call 0800 1681234 or go
to www.nwales-fireservice.org.uk.
Could you be part of the team? Our On-Call Firefighters are dedicated members of a close-knit, highly trained
team working with modern, hi-tech equipment - they are committed to a professional career path with support
to be able to develop and reach their full potential within the fire and rescue service. If you are interested in joining the team at St Asaph Fire Station, please head to www.nwales-fireservice.org.uk to register your interest.
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Myrtle House Gift Gallery in Lower Street was closed with
Covid 19, but remained busy online through Instagram and
Facebook. It is now fully re-opened.
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Our beautiful City

Gill Winter

Alongside the isolation and separation lockdown has caused
for so many of us, I’m constantly reminded how lucky we are
to live in such a beautiful part of the world. Aside from
lockdown in the Maldives perhaps, St Asaph is indeed an
amazing place to live. You don’t need to travel too far to see
nature at its best, from running rivers to natural habitats and
stunning views. The walks and scenery are truly breath-taking
with numerous public footpaths and bridleways that take you
through fields, over streams, into woodland and beyond. See
what you can discover (we’d love to see more snaps and who
knows they may even make it to the next edition!)
Mike Parry-Jones has updated a series of walks around St
Asaph, posting them on Facebook, and the walks are now all
also
available
on
the
city
council
website:
www.stasaphcitycouncil.gov.uk See page 27 to get you
started!

Unfortunately despite our picturesque surroundings litter is
still an issue and with lockdown
restrictions easing it’s become
ever more apparent. So a huge
thank you goes to all those residents who have gone that extra
mile to clear up after others.
Thank you from us all!
Dog Fouling: Dog mess left on footpaths, playing fields and pavements
continues to cause great irritation to
local residents—and also to the great
majority of dog owners who are dutiful in picking up their own dog’s mess.
It is extremely anti-social.
And a special message for those people that leave a dog poo bag in a
prominent place “to pick up on my
way back” - just don’t do it!!!
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NATURE NOTES

send your submissions to editorsact@gmail.com

Riding on snailback: This night pho-

to of a glow-worm was taken in early June by
Nick Waterfield. The glow-worm is in fact a
beetle – not a worm at all! The females light
up to attract a mate in the darkness of their
grassland habitat. They are best seen on a
dark and still summer’s night. The larvae of
glow-worms are predators, feeding on slugs
and snails. They kill their prey by delivering a
series of toxic bites, injecting digestive proteins that paralyse and eventually dissolve the
soft body of the slug or snail. While the glowworm is waiting for this process to happen, it
might ride on the snail's back, keeping well
away from the sticky mucus it produces. Info
from www.wildlifetrusts.org

Glow-worm beetle from
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

A natural triptych – lesser spotted woodpecker, a greenfinch, and a

chirpy blackbird, all snapped on Trinity Sunday by John Solbe in his
back garden. Below— a bee on sage in June from Gwenda Hardie.
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Fairholme Preparatory School
St. Asaph

Have you thought about the
advantage a Fairholme education
would give your child?

Fairholme is an inspirational school where pupils are celebrated
for who they are, and encouraged to reach their full potential.
Our dedicated teaching staff and outstanding facilities will give your child the best possible
start to their learning journey. A child at Fairholme can typically read and spell at a level that
is two years above the national average and we help our pupils to gain scholarships for their
chosen secondary schools.

We welcome visitors and taster days are always available.
For further information contact the Principals, Mr and Mrs Perkins on
01745 583 505 or email admin@fairholmeschool.com

www.fairholmeschool.com
Mount Road, St. Asaph, Denbighshire, LL17 0DH
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Your garden photos
Thanks for all those that submitted photos
from your gardens, and our apologies that
we cannot show them all! We deliberately
didn’t specify whether it should be the best
photo of a garden, or the a photo of the best
garden….!

Clockwise from the top: Anne Hughes (Roe
Parc), Gaynor Johnston (Hillside), Gwilym and
the hydrangea, and then the student’s scarecrow (Bryn Dedwydd, Chester Street)
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AFONWEN ADVERT

quarter page layout
as pdf

AFONWEN, Nr CAERWYS, MOLD
FLINTSHIRE CH7 5UB
Only 5 minutes off the A55 junction 31
CRAFT & ANTIQUES CENTRE: 01352 720 965
RESTAURANT: 01352 720 797
please see website or facebook for up to date info regarding
restaurant facilities and booking

www.afonwen.co.uk

Walks around St Asaph. Mike Parry-Jones has updated a series of walks around St Asaph, posting them on Facebook,
and the walks are now all available on the city council website: www.stasaphcitycouncil.gov.uk Here’s one to start you off!

Mount Road, the footbridge, and the riverbank
This is a longish walk and takes about 1hr 30mins depending on your
pace and is a little short of 5km. Council Paths 208/2, 208/3, 201/13,
208/21
The usual starting point of the Cathedral Cross roads means that you
again head generally north along Mount Road down to Fairholme
School. Follow the road around the back of the school and pass over
the A55 by the bridge and continue following the road.
Just before a steep hill you will see a footpath sign and a stile on your
right which, for a pleasant walk through the fields, should be taken.
Follow the line of the fence on your left and use the stiles to eventually bring you to the farmyard of Pentre Uchaf. Taking care to respect
the activities and privacy of the owners as well as the washing lines;
leave the farm by the driveway and you will find yourself at the footbridge over the Elwy.
Passing over the footbridge turn left and get onto the flood defence
dyke to use these as your route back into St Asaph. (Chop down any
Himalayan Balsam that you see there!... Ed)
You pass the bridge at Spring Gardens (now a caravan park) and go on
to the back of Poe Parc’s houses and under the A55 flyover. You will
see the livestock market (operates every Thursday) and the cricket
club before reaching Pont Begard to cross over on to the Common.
You can get back on to the High Street at the Mary Short Memorial
fountain and then return to the starting point at the top of the hill
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Sussex opener Phil Salt salutes
St Asaph Cricket Club
Sussex opener Phil Salt (23) paid generous tribute to St
Asaph Cricket Club in a recent BBC interview:
"St Asaph is where I started playing cricket, I loved it there.
It's just a good community club, my brother got me down
there," Salt said. "I was coached by Gareth Ryan - some
clubs are lucky to have a guy like that who's been round for
years, played for the first team and is coaching every weeknight.
BBC
"I'm so grateful to the people around me when I kept hitting
the ball up the chimney for six because some coaches don't
let kids do that, I was just encouraged to enjoy the game and that's part of the reason I love the game so much
now.
"I must have been about seven (when I started), then I went on to represent North East Wales, I remember getting that letter in the post, it was like getting the ticket for Willy Wonka's Chocolate Factory!"

Gareth Ryan recalls Phil in St Asaph Cricket Club: “He came to play for our
juniors in 2006; his older brother Sam was a very talented cricketer who
played for our senior team and his parents were keen for Phil to join in. It
was obvious to the coaches that Phil had tremendous talent, along with a
heap of confidence in his ability. He played for our 9’s and 11’s, winning a
lot of games with his batting and bowling. We missed his input to the club
when his parents decided to move to Barbados. In the sixth form he went
to Reed’s school in Surrey, where he was coached by Keith Medlycott (Ex
Surrey & England left arm spinner) who had a connection with Sussex CCC.
Phil was signed for Sussex Academy in 2014”
Phil’s first class debut was for Sussex against Pakistan back in 2016 at the age of 19, when he came in at no. 6 and scored
an impressive 37 off 49 balls including 5 fours. During winter seasons, he has been playing “Big Bash” cricket for the Adelaide Strikers. In May 2020, Phil was called up to the England “return-to-training” squad and could feature in the England
line-up this summer; he is part of the squad preparing for ODI match series against Ireland. And it all began in St Asaph CC!

Photo James Williams

The first match back after lockdown!
St Asaph CC’s first fixture after lifting of restrictions was a
friendly game against Denbigh CC, played on 21st July as a 20
over match. St Asaph batted first, and made a creditable 123
for 4 with top scorer Matthew Ryan 39no (Jason Foulkes 27,
Duncan Midgley 24). Denbigh then took to the crease, but
were unable to match the St Asaph run rate, and ended up
on 115 for 6, with top scorer Mr Extras on 36. Wickets were
shared one apiece by each of the bowlers, with Matthew
Ryan having the most economical bowling at 3.25.

Watching the first match iof 2020 n the evening sun

A tidy start to the season!

The City Times is a non-profit free community paper with a print run of 2000 distributed to
all homes and businesses in St Asaph and to the Business Park, and to pick-up points in
neighbouring villages. It is produced and distributed by volunteers. We thank all our advertisers and sponsors. We welcome your stories, letters, photos, reports and announcements; we need your adverts and sponsorship. City Times has a big local readership!

