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St Asaph City Council 

Cyngor Dinas Llanelwy 

Minutes of the Meeting of St Asaph City Council 

held on Wednesday 13th January 2021 at 10.15 

am with remote attendance via Zoom. 
Present:  Cllrs M Gedd, L Griffiths, L Groves, P G Morton, J O Roberts (Deputy 

Mayor), B Rust, P Scott (Mayor), D A Thomas and B J Townsend. 

 

 The member of the public who was to make a presentation to Council 

was not in attendance. 

                     
   

2021/001 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Ellison, Hardie and Williams 

 

2021/002 Declarations of Interest   
Cllrs Griffiths and Groves declared an interest in item 10 a) on the 

agenda as they live near to the site.  
 

2021/003 Public Participation 
There was one member of the public present who wished to address 

the council regarding Agenda item 10 a). Council agreed to deal with 

this item next. 

 

2021/004 Planning Applications 
 

a)   Pre-application Consultation from Cadnant Planning re: Industrial 

Development at Vista site, St Asaph Business Park 

 

The member of the public addressed council regarding this application. 

 

This is a pre-application consultation for a proposal to develop a new 

site as a lorry dealership. It is a two-phase process with the first stage 

being a lorry park for 200 vehicles to include storage and sales. There 

was a discussion regarding concerns about the proposal: 

 

1. Access into the site. In 2015 planning permission was granted to 

create a front entrance into the site from Glascoed Road. The 

2015 application included plans stating that the existing entrance 

off Cwttir Lane would be stopped up. The new proposals 
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suggest the Cwttir Lane access will remain. This was considered 

to be dangerous in view of the narrow country lane, which is also 

a cycle route; 

2. There are no details of the look or feel of the place; 

3. This is a 21 acre site and the construction phase is likely to 

cause disruption to its neighbours; 

4. Environmental concerns – this is a clean-air site; 

5. Workers from the business often park along Llys Esgob Morgan 

as overflow parking. There are safety concerns if heavy vehicles 

are using this route from the A55; 

6. There is no mention of the lighting proposed. There are 

concerns about neighbours being affected by light and noise 

pollution at the site; 

7. Weight limits on Glascoed Road and Cwttir Lane should be 

considered. 

Resolved the clerk should reply to Cadnant Planning, copying in 

Denbighshire Planning advising that the City Council would like 

clarification of the above points and stating that the City Council would 

object to the application, if submitted in its present form. 

 

2021/005 North Wales Police   
PCSO David Jones was unable to attend the meeting, but had 

submitted a crime report which was read by the Clerk: 

• Overall, there was a very quiet Christmas and New Year period 

as regards crime; 

• A vehicle hit a tree near a hotel and injuries resulted; 

• Neighbourhood issue on Glanrafon Terrace; 

• A male living on Heol Afon has received threats on Facebook 

and unknown visitors to his property; 

• Parking issues; 

• Several neighbourhood disputes, but these should not cause 

concern for the wider community; 

• Attitudes towards lockdown have been more negative, though 

this appears to be a trend nationally. 

The PCSO made some recommendations to council regarding CCTV if 

the council decide to go ahead with additional camera coverage. 

 

The Mayor invited questions or comments from the councillors. None 

received. 

 

2021/006 Mayor’s Report 
 

The Mayor, Cllr Scott advised council that a number of councils have 

closed beauty spots during the lockdown to try to manage visitors to 

the sites. To date he had not been approached by the Police regarding 

Roe Plas Meadow and vehicle traffic to the site does appear to be lower 

than during the first lockdown.  
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Resolved to monitor the situation over coming weeks. 

 

• Cllr Scott has attended a Policy, Resources and Finance 

Committee meeting and also a Flood & Community Emergency 

Working Group meeting. Both meetings are agenda items. 

 

 

2021/007 County Councillors’ Reports 
 

  Cllr Peter Scott 

 

• Attended a Community Scrutiny Committee meeting. The report 

by Black & Veatch regarding the February 2020 floods is due in 

February; 

• Attended a site visit with two representatives of NRW re: flooding 

pinch points;  

• Attended Planning Committee and Budget Briefing meetings; 

• Attended Conwy & Denbighshire Partnership Scrutiny meeting; 

• The Local Development plan has been delayed due to Covid. 

Gypsy & Traveller site deadline is February 2022. An additional       

833 houses are required, with 400 planned at Bodelwyddan and 

300 at Denbigh, although no Planning Permission has been 

given yet, so this could change. 

 

Cllr Andrew Thomas 

All meetings have been conducted via Zoom. There have been some 

minor issues, which he is dealing with: 

• The condition of Chester Street; 

• The condition of the road to Tweedmill; 

• The toilets in the Bowling Green car park will be closed for the 

duration of lockdown. They will be deep-cleaned during the 

period of closure; 

• Road gullies; 

• Parking on the High Street and Mount Road. 

 

Cllr Thomas is finding it difficult to get things done as priority is given to 

Covid. 

 

Cllr Scott advised there were issues with flooding on some roads and 

also enforcement re: dog fouling. 

 

2021/008 Minutes 
The previous minutes of the meeting 9th December 2020 were 

discussed regarding accuracy (previously circulated prior to the 

meeting). 

 

Resolved to accept the minutes of 9th December 2020 as accurate. 
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2021/009 Matters Arising 
 

Item 2020/160 d) – Cllr Scott has reported the problems with dog 

fouling in this area to Denbighshire. This road has been added to the 

priority list for enforcement. Cllr Scott read out a reply received from 

the Council’s Data Protection Officer regarding the feasibility of the 

council installing an additional CCTV camera on a domestic system. 

There would be issues surrounding data control and access to the 

footage and he recommended that council should discuss the scheme 

with the Information Commissioner’s Office Compliance Officers before 

pursuing it any further. It was agreed that this would not be a practical 

solution. Cllr Townsend confirmed that he had seen the Denbighshire 

officers patrolling the area. 

 

2021/010 Financial Management 
 

a)  The payment schedule was reviewed: 

• Payment to Denbighshire £6,000 is for the annual contribution to 

St Asaph Library. A credit note of £6,000 was issued in view of 

the Library’s closure during lockdown. The original invoice 

£12,000 is listed on November 2020 payment schedule, but was 

not approved; 

• Payment to Martin Berrill £2,880 for portable floodlights for the 

football pitch; 

  
Resolved to approve the Payments Schedule, total value 

£13,770.87. 

 

 
b)  The Finance report (circulated prior to the meeting) was discussed.  

  

• VAT Claim £3,342 made to end of December; 

• Final instalment of Precept £30,900 received; 

• Administration costs include annual fee for Data Protection 

Officer services and purchase of legal text books; 

• Community account shows funds received from NRW and 

payment to Tir a Choed for cherry tree planting; 

• Clerk’s expenses includes annual subscription to SLCC and 

claim for cost of virtual One Voice Wales conference; 

• Clerk has received a refund for the One Voice Wales in-person 

conference £96. Cheque issued in favour of council – to be 

approved by the Mayor; 

 

VAT only invoice received from the loss adjuster dealing with the flood 

claim for the football pavilion. The net amount was paid by Zurich direct 
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to ISS (industrial cleaners). Advice obtained from SLCC confirming that 

it is in order for council to pay this and re-claim the VAT. Invoice 

addressed to City Council has been requested. 

 

Resolved to pay £4531.22 to ISS on receipt of an invoice addressed 

to the City Council. This will be fully offset by a VAT claim. 

 

The £10,000 cheque outstanding on the bank reconciliation is the 

cheque payable to Denbighshire (DCC) for the brown tourism sign. 

Cheque not yet presented by DCC. 

  
Resolved to approve the Income and Expenditure budget and 

Finance report. 

 

2021/011 Policy Resources & Finance Committee 
The minutes of the meeting 29th December 2020 had been circulated to 

all councillors prior to the meeting. 

The following decisions were made: 

 

a) Application Number: 46/2020/0850 

Proposal: Conversion of existing building to form 7 no. self-contained 

flats and associated works 

Location: The Chapel, 2 Gemig Street, St Asaph 

b) Application Number: 46/2020/0851 

Proposal: Conversion of existing building to form 7 no. self-contained 

flats and associated works (Listed Building Consent) 

Location: The Chapel, 2 Gemig Street, St Asaph 

   

  Enquiries made re: provision for parking. 

 

c) Application Number: 46/2020/0979 

Proposal: Installation of an electric vehicle recharge point (Listed 

Building Consent) 

Location: 31 Rhodfa Tegid, St Asaph 

 

  No objections advised. 

 

It was noted that application 46/2020/0618 re: 6 Bryn Arthur had been 

refused. 

 

Progress report requested from Planning Department on 

enforcement re: Fountains Garage on the High Street and Clwyd 

Garage on the Roe. 

 

Response from the Planning Enforcement Officer received advising that 

enforcements were delayed due to Covid-19. 
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Resolved to approve the minutes of the Policy Resources and 

Finance Committee as an accurate record. 

 
 

 

2021/012 Flood and Community Emergency Working Group 
The minutes of the meeting 16th December 2020 had been circulated to 

all councillors prior to the meeting. 

Cllr Scott updated council about the site visit with NRW Officers 

regarding the pinch points. Flood damaged paths behind the New Inn 

and the cattle market on The Roe were discussed. These are both 

NRW’s responsibility. 

Resolved the clerk should write to NRW regarding the path behind 

the New Inn. 

Cllr Scott is on the Task & Finish Group for Denbighshire. 
 

2021/013 Delegated Decisions 
 

Delegated decisions made after issue of the agenda for December Full 

Council was published: 

 

Resolved to ratify and approve the following decisions: 

Number Date Resolved : 

DD2020/0035 07/12/2020 To advise Planning at Denbighshire no 

objections to application 46/2020/0900. 

DD2020/0036 07/12/2020 Not to comment further on planning 

application 46/2020/0618. 

 

2021/014 Business Remaining from the Annual Meeting of the Council 
 

a) Standing Committees 2020-2021 

Resolved to appoint Cllrs Thomas and Townsend to the 

Environment and Assets Committee.  

Projects for the future are to be recommended to Full Council. 

Resolved to appoint Cllrs Townsend and Griffiths to the Events 

Committee. 

Resolved to approve the membership of Standing Committees for 

2020-2021. 

b) Council’s Representatives on Outside Bodies 

Resolved: 

• the Clerk should write to Dewi Owens for an update 

regarding the Twinning Association for council; 

• The Mayor exchanges letters with Glasgow and should be 

appointed as the Twinning Representative for the City 

Council; 
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The Mary Short Fountain charity was registered with the Charities 

Commission, but this registration was ceased in 2010. There are no 

funds connected with this charity. The fountain is on the edge of the 

Common.  

Resolved: 

• That this position be closed; 

• That the Mary Short fountain should be added to the asset 

register. 

• To approve the list of City Council’s representatives on 

Outside Bodies. 

c) Schedule of Review of Policies 

Resolved to approve the schedule for review of policies. 

 

d) Delegation Scheme 

The scheme was updated to reflect the delegation of urgent business 

between Council meetings to the Policy, Resources and Finance 

Committee. Delegation to the clerk after consultation with the Mayor 

and Deputy Mayor to remain as a contingency. 

Resolved to approve the Scheme of Delegation. 

 

e) Councillors’ Allowances Policy 

A new policy has been drafted, based on the Independent 

Remuneration panel for Wales report. This governs the administration 

and timing of payments for councillors’ allowances. 

Resolved to approve the Councillors’ Allowances Policy. 

 

2021/015 External Audit 
 

a) To receive the External Auditor’s Report for 2019-2020 

 

The External Audit Report for 2019-2020 has now been received – the 

audit is unqualified with no issues raised by the Auditor. The council 

were pleased with the outcome. 

 

Resolved to accept the External Auditor’s report for 2019-2020. 

 

Action Plan not required as no issues were identified. 

 

b) Audit Wales schedule for new Audit arrangements commencing 

2020-2021 

Notification received confirming the three-year audit cycle, with a more 

in-depth transaction audit taking place in every third year. St Asaph 

City Council is in band B, so the first transaction audit will be on the 

accounts for 2021-2022. Audit charges will be higher for the more in- 

depth audit, although the charges have not yet been advised. 

 

Resolved to mark this as received. 
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2021/016 City Council Website & Data Protection 
 

a) Information Sharing and Processing Agreement 

 

A Data Protection review has recently been carried out by the external 

Data Protection Officer. As Google Analytics are used to provide 

website usage statistics, this agreement is required between the City 

Council and Designweb DMA Ltd. The signed agreement has now been 

received from Designweb. 

 

Resolved to receive the signed Information Sharing and 

Processing Agreement from Designweb DMA Ltd. 

 

b) Website Usage Statistics 

 

Reports were placed before council showing the usage statistics since 

commencement of the new website service. These show increased 

visits to the City Council’s website. 

 

c) Councillors’ Details on the website 

 

There was a discussion regarding councillors’ addresses being  

published on the council website and noticeboards. Postal 

correspondence could be sent c/o the clerk and council discussed the 

option of a PO Box for all correspondence. This is in place for other 

local councils. Await confirmation from Denbighshire re: legal 

requirements for members’ addresses. 

 

 

2021/017 Wildflower Planting 
 

Cllrs Scott, Hardie and Rust have previously worked on proposals for 

wildflower planting opposite the Doctors’ surgeries. 

 

Resolved to grant permission for development of this area to 

encourage wildflowers and provide seating. 

 

Resolved to approve the grant application of £9500 to the Landfill 

Disposals Tax Communities Scheme to fund this project. 

 

 

2021/018 Correspondence 
a) e-mail from Steff Griffiths, Playlist for Life re: Playlist for Life – the 

Council do not have any suitable premises to display the packs.  

The clerk is to forward the details to St Asaph Library for their 

consideration. 
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b) e-mail from Ellen Jones, Institute of Welsh Affairs re: Understanding 

Welsh Places – Launch of UWP 2 - Received 

c) letter from Sian Edwards, Benefit Advice Shop re: funding Request. 

Request to be put forward for consideration in the March allocation 

of Grant funding. 

d) e-mail from One Voice Wales re: Save a Life Cymru Videos. 

Resolved the clerk is to put the video on the City Council website. 

e) e-mail from Duncan Cameron, City Times re: Letter of Thanks for 

donation – received. 

f) e-mail from a resident re: St Asaph Traffic. 

Cllr Thomas will report this problem to Denbighshire and look into the 

parking issues. 

Resolved the clerk should advise the PCSO about the issue. 

Resolved the clerk is to reply to the resident thanking him for his 

comments and advising that Cllr Thomas will report the problem. 

g) Thank you card from Cllr Rust re: flowers – received. 

 
 
 

The meeting concluded at 11.45 am 
 

Date of Next Meeting 
 
Meeting with remote attendance held 10th February 2021 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Chairman of the Full Council Meeting held 10th February 
 2021   
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