
Full Council 10th February 2021      Page   1 

 

                                        
                      St Asaph City Council 

                     Cyngor Dinas Llanelwy 

Minutes of the Meeting of St Asaph City Council held on Wednesday 10th 

February 2021 at 7.30 pm with remote attendance via Zoom. 

Present:  Cllrs J Ellison, C Hardie, M Gedd, L Griffiths, L Groves, P G Morton,      

J O Roberts (Deputy Mayor), B Rust, P Scott (Mayor), D A Thomas and 

B J Townsend. 

Also Present: Sgt Pete Evans, North Wales Police 

                      

2021/019 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Williams due to illness. 

Resolved to accept Cllr Williams’ apologies. 

2021/020 Declarations of Interest   
Cllrs Groves declared an interest in item 11 a) and Cllr Scott declared 

an interest in item 11 b). 

2021/021 Public Participation 
None present.  

2021/022 North Wales Police   
Sgt Pete Evans, North Wales Police gave the monthly crime report: 

• Identified suspects who were throwing snowballs at passing 

vehicles. The same group are also suspected of having 

damaged the cherry trees. PCSO Dave Jones will follow this up 

when he returns from leave; 

• There has been an increase in anti-social behaviour, which may 

be due to restrictions; 

• Issued a warning as there are more incidents re: fraud and 

scams. Reputable and major companies will always write. Don’t 

give bank details. 

The Mayor invited questions or comments from the councillors.  

 

Cllr Thomas raised the problems with parking in Mount Road. Some of 

the vehicles have been identified. Sgt Evans asked that these be 

passed to PCSO Dave Jones for him to follow up on his return from 

leave. 

The Mayor thanked the Sergeant, who left the meeting. 

2021/023 Mayor’s Report 
The Mayor, Cllr Scott advised council there was not much to report due 

to lockdown. 

• Investigated the potholes by the Doctors’ surgery. This is an 

agenda item; 
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• Looked at the damaged cherry trees, which were mentioned in 

the Police report. These should be replaced shortly; 

• Cllr Scott has attended the Flood Group meeting and also the 

Environment & Assets meeting. 

 

The Mayor invited questions – there were none. 

2021/024 County Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr Andrew Thomas 

• Had been unable to attend the Highways webinar, due to 

technical difficulties; 

• Re: the wall at Lower street car park, the fence crosses over a 

sewer so there is a possible problem with easement; 

• The wasteland at Gemig street is quite untidy and there were 

difficulties tracing the owner. The Environmental Health Officer 

will attend. 

  Cllr Peter Scott 

Attended a meeting re: New Ways of Working. There will be hybrid 

meetings with attendance for some in Ruthin and for others from home. 

This is seen as a more environmentally-friendly option and attendance 

has been higher. 

Attended the following meetings: 

• Cabinet; 

• Communities scrutiny; 

• Elwy MAG; 

• Council briefing; 

• Asset Management; 

• County Council; 

• Performance Scrutiny; 

• Planning Committee. 

Has had discussions with Tim Towers and Tony Ward about the 

flooding in Heol Esgob. The drain has been made a priority. 

2021/025 Minutes 
The previous minutes of the meeting 13th January 2021 were discussed 

regarding accuracy (previously circulated prior to the meeting). 

 

Resolved to accept the minutes of 13th January 2021 as accurate. 

 

2021/026 Matters Arising 
Item 2021/007 – reply received from the Police re: parking – fines are 

the best deterrent for persistent offenders; 

Item 2021/014 b) – reply received from Dewi Owens re: St Asaph 

Twinning. Visits have had to be cancelled due to Covid-19 and it is 

unlikely that there will be exchange visits until 2022. 

 

2021/027 Financial Management 
a)  The payment schedule was reviewed: 
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• Payment for filled sandbags to protect the flats at Llys-y-Felin. 

These to be stored in the community centre there. 

Resolved to approve payment of £110 & VAT from Power of Well-

being grants. 

Resolved the clerk is to ask Glascoed Timber to collect the 

sandbags left from 20th January and dispose of them. 

• Filled sandbags have also been purchased for the council’s 

properties. These will be stored at R N Williams to ensure they 

are accessible. We have 24 hour access arrangements. 

• £2841.60 to Denbighshire for installing and taking down the 

Christmas lights. 

Resolved to approve the Payments Schedule, total value £6,548.82. 

 

b)  The Finance report (circulated prior to the meeting) was discussed.   

• VAT Claim £3,342 made to end of December – refund is still 

outstanding; 

• Grants/donations received via Football Club £2800; 

• National Savings interest credited £216; 

• £96 refund from SLCC via clerk; 

• £6000 contribution to Library; 

• Football pavilion includes cost of mobile floodlights, guttering 

repair and replacement and pitch maintenance; 

• Invoice from ISS for the VAT from the flood claim not yet 

received; 

• £10,000 cheque for the brown sign has now been presented on 

the bank account; 

 Resolved to approve the Income and Expenditure budget and 

Finance report. 

2021/028 Planning Applications 
a) Application: 46/2020/0936 

Location:  Arsylfa, Mount Road, St Asaph 

Proposal: Demolition of single storey Extension & erection of single 

storey extension 

 

Resolved the clerk should advise Planning the City council has no 

objections. 

b) Application: 46/2020/0850  

Location: The Chapel 2 Gemig Street, St Asaph 

Proposal:  Conversion of existing building to form 7 no. self-

contained flats. 

There was a discussion surrounding parking and traffic issues at this 

location. 

Resolved the clerk should advise Planning the City Council have no 

objections to the planning application, but are mindful of the 

parking. The council is wary of the fact that traffic is a problem in 

this area and needs to be monitored. 
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Resolved the clerk should ask Highways to do a report of all traffic 

on Gemig Street and Lower Street. 

c) E-mail from Denbighshire Planning Reinforcement re: 

LNS Recovery, Clwyd Garage, The Roe, St Asaph; 

Fountain Service Station, High Street, St Asaph. 

• Planning consider the planning conditions re: LNS Recovery on 

The Roe to be unenforceable. 

• Re: Fountains Garage, Planning have written to the operators re: 

display of cars for sale outside the permitted area. 

It was agreed that a lot of vehicles have been moved and the site has 

been tidied up. The owner had explained that abandoned vehicles 

cannot be removed without the legal notice to the owner and the notice 

period expiring.  

The site needs to be continually monitored. 

d) Application: 46/2021/0093 

Location: Cornel Bach, Lower Denbigh Road, St Asaph 

Proposal:  Removal of existing conservatory and erection of a single 

storey extension with associated decking area. 

Resolved the clerk should advise Planning the City Council  

Has no objections. 

2021/029 Maintenance Work 
a) Cllr Groves had declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this 

item and did not take part in the debate. 

Cllr Scott attended a site visit with the contractor to assess the work 

required. The City Council had built the stretch of road when the car 

park was laid. 

Resolved to approve the quotation from KM Construction for £1130 

& VAT to address the potholes on the stretch of unadopted road 

from The Roe to the end of the Doctors’ car park, this to include the 

area to the entrance of the city council’s car park. 

b) Cllr Scott had declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this 

item and did not take part in the debate. 

Cllr Roberts took over the Chair. 

 

The cladding for the toilet block at the Bowling Club is rotten in some 

areas and a report had been received from White Oak Property. 

Resolved to approve the quotation from White Oak Property for 

£679.50 to remove and replace the rotten cladding and to remove 

and re-cement the loose capping stones to the top of the walls. 

The boards are to be painted as soon as possible. 

Cllr Scott resumed the Chair. 

2021/030 Flood & Community Emergency Working Group 
The minutes of the meeting 25th January 2021 had been circulated to 

all councillors prior to the meeting. 

Cllr Ellison advised council it had been a very productive meeting and 

was very proactive. One member of the group was putting the 

information out to the St Asaph Flood Facebook page. 
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Cllr Rust remarked that the future involves planting more trees 

upstream. 

James Davies MP will be attending the next meeting of the Flood 

Group. He is also meeting with a resident who had a proposal 

regarding a flood water meadow. 

Cllr Scott remarked that the reaction of the Flood Group during the 

flooding on 20th January was excellent. Expressed thanks to the people 

of St Asaph. 

2021/031 Environment & Assets Committee Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting 4th February 2021 had been circulated to all 

councillors prior to the meeting. 

Cllr Gedd gave an update to council. It was a well-attended meeting 

and subjects discussed included: 

• the wildflower planting plans. The walkway through the 

wildflowers will need to be identified as the grass begins to grow. 

The area will need a “cut & collect” annually. This project will 

necessitate stopping grass cutting in this area; 

• The site visit with the Tree Inspector was referred to. The council 

was advised to stop cutting for a 3 metre radius around the black 

poplars so that the existing damage to the roots was not 

exacerbated; 

• Cllrs Scott, Gedd and Groves had attended a webinar about Play 

Areas. This advised conducting regular safety checks in 

between the annual inspections by a registered inspector. Cllrs 

Gedd and Hardie had agreed to conduct these checks. The clerk 

is researching a suitable course; 

• The grass cutting contract was discussed. This is currently for 8 

cuts per annum, although 16 cuts had been undertaken in 2020. 

Two cuts are required in some months. 

Resolved the clerk is to write to Glascoed Timber to advise the 

following amendments to the grass cutting agreement: 

• The grass is not to be cut in the area opposite the 

Doctors’ surgery; 

• The grass at the base of the Black Poplars at Roe Plas 

Meadow is to be left uncut for a diameter of 3 metres 

around the trunk of the trees; 

• Grass cuts are to be as follows: 

Month Number of Cuts 

March One 

April Two 

May Two 

June Two 

July One 

August One 

September Two 

October Two 
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The number of cuts is not to be exceeded unless the council gives 

instructions to the contrary. 

Resolved to approve the minutes of the Environment & Assets 

Committee meeting of 4th February 2021 as a correct record and to 

accept its recommendations which also include: 

I. Cllr Gedd is to meet with Bodfari Environmental to discuss 

the work required to the tree opposite the Doctors’ surgery; 

II. The clerk is to engage a new electrical contractor to conduct 

electrical safety tests at the Meeting Room, Bowling Club 

and Football Pavilion; 

III. The clerk is to instruct the council’s gardening contractor to 

maintain the planters on the High Street. The clerk is also to 

ask the gardening contractor to take on watering the 

planters; 

IV. The clerk is to ask the new electrical contractor to repair the 

floodlight to the trees; 

V. The marquees at the football pavilion are to be offered in the 

City Times free of charge; 

VI. Cllr Townsend is to meet with contractors to discuss the 

requirements for the library car park. 

2021/032 Delegated Decisions 
Resolved to ratify and approve the following decisions made since 

January Full council meeting: 

Number Date Resolved : 

DD2021/0001 26/01/2021 To purchase 50 filled sandbags for Llys-

y-Felin flats. 

DD2021/0002 29/01/2021 To apply for Awards for All grant 

funding of £9,500 for wildflowers. 

 

2021/033 Financial & Management Risk Assessment 
The council reviewed the Financial & Management Risk assessment. 

• Some risks can not be avoided and so the council conducts risk 

assessments and insures these risks where possible; 

• Flooding is one example. The council have purchased sandbags 

and are researching more permanent flood protection measures 

for its buildings; 

•  The mayor and Deputy Mayor each hold a copy of the clerk 

handover plan and passwords for the laptop etc in sealed 

envelopes. 

Resolved to approve the Financial & Management Risk 

Assessment. 

2021/034 Asset register 2020-2021 
a) The Council’s Asset Register had been updated to include the Mary 

Short fountain and new equipment. 

Resolved to approve the Asset Register for 2020-2021, Total value 

£786,764. 
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b) The clerk is sourcing a reinstatement valuation for the Mary Short 

fountain. 

Resolved the clerk should arrange for the lawn mower/tractor, 

water bowsers, roller and mobile floodlights to be covered under 

the council’s insurance policy. 

2021/035 City Council Policies & Documents 

a) Data Protection Policies and Documents 

An e-mail from the council’s Data Protection Officer was discussed. It 

confirmed that, following Brexit, any reference to the “GDPR” should be 

replaced by the “Data Protection Act 2018”. No further amendments 

were required. 

Resolved the clerk should amend all the council’s Data Protection 

policies and documents to comply with this advice. 

b) Equality & Diversity Policy 

Resolved to approve and adopt the new Equality & Diversity Policy. 

c) Environment Policy 

Resolved to approve and adopt the new Environment Policy. 

2021/036 Employment Matters 
There were no members of the public present. 

Resolved to update the clerk’s contract as follows: 

I. To specify that annual leave is calculated on the basis of 

statutory minimum annual leave; 

II. To state that the City council operates the Nest pension scheme 

for employees; 

The above two points confirm the arrangements which are already in 
place. 
III. To update the salary to 30 spinal points as agreed FCM 

September 2020; 

No change to existing salary. 
IV. Resolved to amend the clerk’s weekly hours to 24 with 

immediate effect. 

 

2021/037 39 Steps Footpath 
The council had previously requested legal advice re: erection of 

warning signs to the top and bottom of this footpath. This had now been 

received and was considered. 

The advice confirmed that as the City Council has no powers or 

responsibilities for Highways, it had no powers or rights to erect a sign. 

Council agreed to take no further action. 

2021/038 Internal Control 
Cllr Scott gave a report to council following his recent internal control 

check. He confirmed that he had checked the audit trail for a random 

sample of transactions and was satisfied with the council’s procedures. 

He had also checked the bank reconciliation. 

Resolved to receive and accept Cllr Scott’s Internal Control 

Report. 
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2021/039 Footpaths & Traffic Concerns 
a) Cllr Townsend reported to council that there had been complaints 

about traffic from Heol Esgob to Cwttir Lane. This is not a one-way 

system. The road is for access only. 

b) The dog-fouling problem in Tan y Bryn and Ffordd Siarl is still an issue. 

The Denbighshire enforcement officers have been patrolling. Various 

options were discussed to address this problem, which is also an issue 

in other parts of the city, including Ashly Court and Bishops Walk. 

Resolved the Environment and Assets committee should meet to 

discuss the issue in more detail and consider solutions to address 

the problem. 

c) E-mail received from a resident requesting further dog litter bins in 

Bishops Walk as there is a dog-fouling problem there. Cllr Scott has 

walked around Bishops Walk to look for appropriate locations for bins, 

but all lamp-posts are directly outside houses. He will continue to look 

for a suitable location. 

d) Cllr Scott advised council there is a lack of dropped kerbs for 

pedestrians in Bishops Walk. This was a problem for residents with 

restricted mobility. 

Cllr Scott will discuss this problem with Denbighshire and see what 

can be done. 

2021/040 Correspondence 
a) letter from Sian Eirian, Urdd re: Urdd National Eisteddfod 

Denbighshire 2022 – Received; 

b) e-mail from Mathew Baker, St Asaph Library re: Library Update – 

Received; 

c) e-mail from Bethan Hughes, Denbighshire CC re: St Asaph Library – 

Received; 

d) e-mail from Laura Ellis-Bartlett, St Kentigern Hospice Appeal re: 

Fundraising; 

Resolved to award £1000 to St Kentigern Hospice. 

In addition the Mayor will make a donation of £1000 from his charity 

account; 

e) letter from Shane Bartlett, HM Land Registry re: Registration of 

Publicly Held land; 

This outlines the target to have all publicly owned land registered by 

2025. Messrs John Owens are currently registering the title to some of 

the City Council’s properties. However some title deeds are still held. 

Resolved the clerk is to instruct John Owens to register the 

council’s ownership of its remaining properties. 

f) e-mail from a resident re: cherry trees 

Resolved the clerk should instruct Tir a Choed to increase the 

protection around the cherry trees to deter further vandalism; 

g) e-mail from Dianne Owen, Denbighshire CC re: Silent Soldiers. 

The council’s silent soldiers are both the official ones from the Royal 

British Legion. They have been installed at the back of the War 
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Memorial enclosure and the council believe they should be ok and do 

not need to be moved. Await further clarification from Denbighshire. 
 
 
 

The meeting concluded at 9.20 pm 
 

Date of Next Meeting 
 
Meeting with remote attendance held 10th March 2021 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Chairman of the Full Council Meeting held 10th March 
 2021   
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