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EASING GRADUALLY OUT OF LOCKDOWN

We have some great photographers in St Asaph. 
Harrison Ridley is a sound editor and recordist who runs 
ProRecordings Post Production and Field Recording www.
prorecordings.co.uk  and has kindly given permission to 
use these amazing photos of birdlife around St Asaph. 
It’s worth checking out his Virtual Winter Wildlife Walk 
on YouTube.

We are open and have been since July. We are 
safe, fully operational and have a new dentist 
who is taking on new patients, and those who 
haven’t been for some time. So if you are a 
regular, non-regular or a new patient, Nia will 
be very happy to take a call on 01745 585000 
or email: info@willowsdental.net



IMPORTANT NUMBERS 
Life-threatening emergencies  999  Police, Fire Brigade or Ambulance. 
Gas leak      0800 111 999 Only use a mobile phone outside  

Flooding     0345 988 1188 Natural Resources Wales 24 hour line 

Non-life-threatening emergencies 101 police (eg stolen car, break in, damage to property etc) 

Coronavirus advice    www.111.nhs.uk/covid-19 - Check this before ringing 111. 
NHS 24hr helpline     111 for medical advice when you’re not sure what to do.  

Police Community Support Officer   07989 162033  PCSO Dave Jones or email david.jones3@nthwales.pnn.police.uk  

Pen Y Bont surgery   01745 583208 

Beech House surgery  01745 582251 
GP Out of Hours                 0300 123 5566 
Rowlands Pharmacy   01745 583200 
Denbighshire County Council:   01824 706000              

Citizens Advice Bureau (free) 0808 278 7933  
Clwyd Alyn Housing Assoc 0800 1835757 
Grŵp Cynefin Housing Assoc 0300 111 2122 
North Wales Housing Assoc 01492 572727 

RSPCA     0300 1234 999   

Samaritans        116123 
Alcoholics Anonymous    0800 9177 650 

Al Anon (for families & friends)  0800 008 6811 

Wales Dementia Helpline   0808 808 2235 
Age Cymru Adviceline      08000 223 444 
Cruse Bereavement Care    0800 808 1677 
Childline        0800 1111 
North Wales Victim Support    0300 30 30 159 
Environment Agency   03708 506506 
Electricity Power Cut (any provider)  105    

City Times Team 
Duncan Cameron, Sue Scott, John Oliver, Fiona 
Shand, Will Evers-Swindell, Jo Cotton, Vanessa 
Pritchard-Jones, Janet Cameron, Dave Nuttall 

Submit all items to editorsact@gmail.com  

For more information please contact on:  01745 
583770 or 07808 878842 

Adverts and Sponsorship 

Sponsorship  £200 

Full page   £90 

Half page  £45 

Quarter page £30 

(10% discount for rolling adverts) 

Send your copy to editorsact@gmail.com 

Payment or donation details  

Account: St. Asaph City Times 

Account no: 81856634  Sort Code: 403007 

Deadline for copy for June issue is Monday May 
17th – but please submit well before to ensure 
publication as the paper fills quickly 

 Cheer up your postie! 
A delightful display of knitted farm figures on the post box by 
the Waen roundabout. Cauliflowers look good enough to eat! 
Further yarn bombing decorations in Cwm, Dyserth and Rhyl.  
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The year of the Covid pandemic 
Some dates from the pandemic, as we recall the journey we have travelled. 

28th Feb  First Welsh case 
23rd March Boris Johnson declares first lockdown; UK death toll 335 
8th April Mark Drakeford extends lockdown period in Wales 
12th April Dragon’s heart hospital opens in Principality stadium 
12th May UK deaths from Covid reach 40,000; including 11,000 in care homes 
29th May Mark Drakeford continues easing of lockdown 
18th June Outbreak in Two Sisters meat processing factory on Anglesey  
5th July Mark Drakeford lifts the five mile “stay local” restriction 
3rd August “Eat out, Help out” for August—50% of the price of a meal up to £10. 
7th August Qualifications Wales lowers thousands of exam grades—”teachers too generous” 
16 August Shielding ends 
31st August 16 passengers on a flight from Zante to Cardiff test positive 
7th Sept Local lockdown in Caerphilly, blamed on socialising in homes, later RCT also 
24th Sept Version 2 of the NHS contact tracing app is launched 
23rd Oct “Short sharp firebreak lockdown” starts—till Nov 9th. 
4th Dec Hospitality sector alcohol ban. Thousands of gallons of beer poured away. 
8th Dec Health and social care workers begin to receive Pfizer-BioNtech vaccine 
19th Dec Mark Drakeford announces emergency lockdown, due to rapid spread of new variant 
9th Jan Police report turning away over 100 cars from Moel Famau carpark 
15th Jan First signs of a fall in positive cases in Wales; 467 deaths in the preceding week 
19th Jan A group of politicians in the Senedd criticised for drinking there, whilst pubs are closed 
20th Jan Record daily UK Covid death toll of 1820 
27th Jan UK death toll from Covid passes 100,000 
5th Feb Hilda Richards, aged 103, survivor of the 1918 Spanish Flu outbreak, is vaccinated 
27th Feb Over 1 million doses of Covid vaccine given in Wales 
12th March Mark Drakeford eases lockdown - 4 people from 2 households can meet outside 
23th March National Day of Reflection, one year on from first lockdown Data from Wikipedia 
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Chester Street, St Asaph, LL17 0RE              |              01745 582254              |              rnwilliams.co.uk 

TRADITIONAL & MODERN RANGE COOKERS 

CLASSIC HAND PAINTED KITCHENS BATHROOMS, WETROOMS & TILES 

Visit our inspirational showroom for the most important rooms in your home, with unique brands. 
Open 8.30am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday. 

WOOD, GAS & ELECTRIC STOVES GAS & ELECTRIC FIRES AND FIREPLACES 

OUTDOOR LIVING 



 

David Lee—profile of a City dentist   John Oliver interviews this issue’s sponsor 

In the City Times in 2009, David Lee entertainingly described his work as living “hand 
to mouth”, and he clearly enjoys his dentistry. He’s been in practice in St. Asaph for 
an impressive 44 years. Originally from Sheffield, he qualified in 1974 from Liverpool, 
and still works three days a week in the Willows dental practice on the Roe.  
After qualifying, he worked briefly in Prestatyn, but when word got around that Mr 
Walton’s dental practice in Felton House on Gemig Street in St Asaph had closed due 
to his untimely death, David decided he would re-locate to the “City Centre”  David’s 
father helped him move in to Felton House, and for a while David lived above the 
shop. He remembers his first patient: “Around June 1976, shortly before we opened 
the practice, a mother with a young lad knocked on the door.  My father and I were 
taking an old fireplace out at the time.  The lad had terrible toothache and she 
couldn’t get any local dentists to see him. I found some local anaesthetic, sat him on 
his mum’s knee as we didn’t have a dental chair at the time, sterilised some of Mr 
Walton’s forceps in our kettle and eventually proceeded to remove his troublesome 
and unsalvageable bad tooth.  I remember the young lad being so brave in the 
middle of what was something akin to a building site.  Did we manage to get rid of 
his toothache? - yes. Would this happen these days? - of course not, we’d be in 
breach of too many regulations!” 

David worked in Felton House for 11 years, steadily building his 
practice, but the premises were quite small, and he recalled that this 
would occasionally be unsettling to anxious patients in the waiting 
room right next to (and within earshot of) the surgery. 
Driving in to work from Prestatyn, David would pass Minafon on the 
Roe and wondered about its potential as a dental surgery. Eventually 
he plucked up courage and secured funds to purchase it, and moved 
there in 1987, renaming it “The Willows”. Once again, his father 
moved the equipment into the new premises – this time whilst David 
was on holiday with his family! When he first began there, he worked 
single-handedly, with just two staff in support, but over time the 
practice has expanded, now comprising 3 dentists, a dental therapist, 
and 9 other staff. 
The practice of dentistry has changed greatly over the course of his time in St. Asaph. Now more time is spent in 
assessing, imaging and then jointly planning treatment with the patient. The instruments and materials used have 
become more sophisticated, and procedures undertaken in the Willows increasingly expert. For example, removal of 
wisdom teeth used to mean referral to the hospital – but can now be undertaken easily in the surgery. David and his 
team set great store on setting the patient at ease. David is now flanked by two younger female dental practitioners, 

both honours graduates, who have brought expertise in new areas to 
complement the service offered at the Willows. 
The pandemic brought new and extra challenges to the Willows. David says: 
“We are lucky that we can use our off road parking area as a sub waiting room. 
We have separate entrance and exits, three separate, comfortable and 
secluded waiting areas and five surgeries, only three of which are used at any 
time. So as it’s unusual for a patient to even see another patient whilst visiting 
the Willows, we feel we are achieving very good social distancing!  Working 
with full PPE is something that comes readily to most dentists and dental 
hygienists there, so it has proved possible to continue to offer service to all in 
need.” 
What does David do out of work? Well, there is perhaps a clue in one 
particular exploit. He rode with 20 other dentist friends from Land’s End to 
John O’Groats not so long ago; but in his eagerness to get back to work, he 
managed the trip in just 7 days.  And are there enough challenges out of work? 
Well, supporting Sheffield Wednesday is surely enough of a struggle……   

Notes from City Council Meeting 10th March      Colin Hardie 
Police report: There had been a number of breaches of Covid rules which had been dealt with by fixed penalties.  
A complaint had been made regarding the anti-dog fouling signs painted on pavements around the city – the 
complainant would be contacted by the clerk to inform of the city council’s reasons for the taking this action.  
Mayor’s report: The Mayor reported that, due to the restrictions, there was little to report other than making a 
donation from his charity fund to St. Kentigern Hospice  
County Councillors’ report:  There had been no progress on re-instating the boundary wall to the Lower St. car park.  
An explanation  of the council’s procedure for dealing with road pot-holes was given; only ones a certain size and 
depth will be repaired. The problem of insufficient drop kerbs in Bishops Walk was being dealt with.  
Financial Management: The council approved the schedule of payments and income and expenditure budget was 
presented by the clerk and approved.  
Planning Application: Three applications had been received and no objections were raised.  
Internal Auditor: The nomination for an internal auditor for 2020/21 was accepted.  
Flood & Community Emergency Working Group : minutes of meeting on 22nd February were received and approved.  
Cyber Security: The draft policy was approved.  
Assets register: The amendments to the register for 2020/21 and changes to the insurance details were approved.  
Web Site & Contact details: Changes to the website and postal address for the clerk were approved.  
Grant Funding:  Donations to three local charities (Ty Gobaith, Rhyl Silver Band and The Advice Shop) were approved.  

 

& AUTOLOCKSMITHS 
  UTOLOCKSMITHS 
 
Car- Commer-
cial, Plant- Agricul-
tural 
Any glass for any vehicle 
Van conversion windows 
Insurance Approved 
 
Keys cut and programmed for most 
vehicles, lost keys or spare keys 
 
Fully mobile service for North Wales 
Call Us Now 
Rhyl: 01745 857 644 
Denbigh: 01745 813 166 
Bangor: 01248 361 155 

USE PDF 

Official minutes of all City Council monthly meetings are posted  on the City Council website (www.stasaphcitycouncil.gov.uk) 
following approval at the subsequent meeting.  Contact details for individual councillors are on the website. You can also 
contact the Council via: The City Clerk, Mrs Jill Ellison, 26 Maes Dolfor, Llanfairfechan, Conwy, LL33 0RP Tel: 07521 641756 
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 Hospitality in St. Asaph misses out on Easter trade again    Sue Scott 
Pubs, restaurants and cafes in St. Asaph will have to wait until at least the 
middle of April 2021 to open their doors and then if the go ahead is given, 
service will be restricted to outside only. The earliest date for opening 
indoors will not be before 17th May. This year the Welsh Government is 
hoping to give hospitality a longer season than last year by taking a cautious 
step by step approach from second half of April. In 2020 hospitality was not 
allowed to open outdoors until 13th July. 
Where businesses have been able to react to lockdown by providing take-
away services this has been very well received by the local community. The 
Boderw Restaurant has a Sunday lunch take-away service and the Plough is 
also offering a take-away service on Saturday and Sunday. 
The owner of the Flowerpot café on the High street, Suzie Hicks says her 
take-away service has received fantastic local support from the community 
and Suzi cannot thank her customers enough for this support. She reports 
that local people are taking their children and dogs for their daily exercise 
and calling in for a coffee before going home. “It’s wonderful to see them 
all” she says. Suzi is also preparing for further relaxation of lockdown and 
has purchased customer pods for the forecourt and is installing a pizza oven 
over the coming weeks. Suzi remains positive about the coming months. 

Non-essential retail opens — but only in supermarkets 

This move has shocked many small independent non-essential businesses 
knowing they, like hospitality, may not be given the green light to re-open 
until at least 12th April. Many owners have been preparing for a month to 
re-open, only to be disappointed by the announcement on 12th March. 
Previously, Welsh Government had been determined to protect small non-
essential retail shops from supermarkets gaining an unfair advantage. 
However, Christina and Tony, owners of Antonio’s Flower and Gift Shop on 
St. Asaph High St said they had to react to the restrictions of lockdown and 
so they used a specialist in floristry to help set up their website. They have 
been operating a local delivery and click-and-collect service and take 
orders by telephone and from their website and Facebook page. But, like 
all non-essential retail businesses, they are looking forward to restrictions 
being lifted very soon.    

 

Hairdressers and barbers can open, but not beauty salons 

After closing doors on 20th December 2020 hairdressers and barbers 
were given the go-ahead to open their doors from Monday 15th 
March, but beauty salons will have to wait a little longer. Rachel the 
barber from City Glam was busy as soon as the doors opened on 15th 
and told City Times it was “great to be back at work!”  
 
Becky from Scissortrix is celebrating 30 years in business on April 16th 
and said she has never seen anything like the past year but couldn’t 
be happier seeing everyone again. She said she felt like a celebrity 
with the joyous response she had from customers when contacting 
them to make appointments. Becky is also happy to welcome back 
Nicola after the birth of baby Oliver. 
 
Claire Michelle the new owner of the Salon on the Roe St. Asaph 
however will not be opening until 12th April when the refurbishment 
of the salon is completed. Claire said her business will showcase hair, 
health and wellbeing all under one roof and she is looking forward to 
providing this unique service.   

Emily Watkin-Jones and family  in the  
queue at the Flowerpot  cafe 

Christina in Antonio’s Flower and Gift Shop 

Seren, Zowie and Alice at City Glam 
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Senedd Elections in May The Senedd election will be held on 
Thursday 6th May, and will determine the 60 members of  our Welsh 
Senedd. For the first time, 16 and 17 year olds can vote but must register 
before 19th April. Ann Jones OBE (Labour), who is the deputy presiding 
officer of the Senedd, has been our member for the Vale of Clwyd since 
1999 and is retiring. She had a 768 vote majority in the last election. 
If you haven’t made up your mind yet whether to stand as a candidate 
yourself, the last  day for nomination is Thursday 8th April. City Times 
contacted the four constituency candidates (Plaid Cymru, Conservative, Liberal Democrat and Labour) to ask for 
statements, and two of the regional list candidates for parties not fielding constituency candidates (Green Party and 
UKIP). Remember, there are likely to be independent candidates at the election. As we go to press, we do not have 
access to their names, so please make sure to study the candidate list carefully after April 8th to guide your voting. We 
each have two votes—one for our constituency candidate and one for a regional candidate. We are very grateful to 
the candidates for providing their statements. 

Gareth Davies Conservative (Constituency candidate) 
My name is Gareth Davies, I’m 32 years old, and I’m a married dad of a one year old 
son. I live in Prestatyn in the Vale of Clwyd where I’m a Town and County Councillor on 
Prestatyn Town Council and Denbighshire County Council since 2017. I previously lived 
in Rhyl for 25 years where I grew up attending local schools and colleges and was born 
in St Asaph, so my roots lie firmly in the Vale of Clwyd constituency. I have worked for 
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board as a frontline worker for the past eleven years 
which I proudly continue doing to this day. I want to stand for the Senedd to represent 
the area I love and care about, and make profound and sustainable change to how my 
area and country is governed.  

The reality is that Welsh Labour have held the Vale of Clwyd Senedd seat for far too 
long and governed in Wales for nearly 22 years which isn’t healthy for the area or 

Wales as a whole. In this time under Labour we’ve witnessed falling standards in healthcare, education, and many 
services that we rely on a daily basis. I want to level with you and say enough is enough, it’s time for change, and that 
I ask the good people of the Vale of Clwyd to make their voices heard this year and elect me as their Welsh 
Conservative Senedd Member who will fight our corner at every turn and will strive to improve our local healthcare, 
education, and local services to bring about real and lasting change. I’m young, energetic, and brimming with fantastic 
ideas to put the Vale of Clwyd and Wales on the front foot and be a proud nation once again. Away from work and 
politics I enjoy running, hillwalking, and spending time with my family and friends.  

Glenn Swingler  Plaid Cymru (Constituency candidate) 
My name is Glenn Swingler and I am the Plaid Cymru candidate for Dyffryn Clwyd / 
Vale of Clwyd. I am a county councillor in Denbighshire and town councillor in 
Denbigh. I live in Denbigh, married to Beth for 31yrs and have 2 grown up children and 
4 grandchildren. (Not forgetting the 2 dogs and 4 cats). I work as an adult mental 
health support worker. 
Politically, I'm passionate about many things but poverty, social inequality, the lack of 
real affordable housing, social care and mental health services particularly.  70,000 
children in Wales live in poverty and Plaid Cymru have pledged free school meals for 
all children on universal credit and universal free childcare for everyone from 24 
months. We can end poverty pay for those that care for the elderly and the sick, 

starting with a £10 an hour minimum wage for the care workers and we need social care to be free to everyone.     
We will also set a target of 10,000 truly affordable homes a year.  This past year has been extremely difficult for 
many, many people, in many different ways. There is an urgent need to build back Wales, its businesses, communities 
and help all those individuals who have been through such tough times.  
Decisions about our country should be made by those that live here. Wherever you originate, whatever language you 
speak, however you identify, Wales is home and every decision taken affects you, your family, friends and 
community.  
Vote for Wales.  
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access to their names, so please make sure to study the candidate list carefully after April 8th to guide your voting. We 
each have two votes—one for our constituency candidate and one for a regional candidate. We are very grateful to 
the candidates for providing their statements. 

Gareth Davies Conservative (Constituency candidate) 
My name is Gareth Davies, I’m 32 years old, and I’m a married dad of a one year old 
son. I live in Prestatyn in the Vale of Clwyd where I’m a Town and County Councillor on 
Prestatyn Town Council and Denbighshire County Council since 2017. I previously lived 
in Rhyl for 25 years where I grew up attending local schools and colleges and was born 
in St Asaph, so my roots lie firmly in the Vale of Clwyd constituency. I have worked for 
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board as a frontline worker for the past eleven years 
which I proudly continue doing to this day. I want to stand for the Senedd to represent 
the area I love and care about, and make profound and sustainable change to how my 
area and country is governed.  

The reality is that Welsh Labour have held the Vale of Clwyd Senedd seat for far too 
long and governed in Wales for nearly 22 years which isn’t healthy for the area or 

Wales as a whole. In this time under Labour we’ve witnessed falling standards in healthcare, education, and many 
services that we rely on a daily basis. I want to level with you and say enough is enough, it’s time for change, and that 
I ask the good people of the Vale of Clwyd to make their voices heard this year and elect me as their Welsh 
Conservative Senedd Member who will fight our corner at every turn and will strive to improve our local healthcare, 
education, and local services to bring about real and lasting change. I’m young, energetic, and brimming with fantastic 
ideas to put the Vale of Clwyd and Wales on the front foot and be a proud nation once again. Away from work and 
politics I enjoy running, hillwalking, and spending time with my family and friends.  

Glenn Swingler  Plaid Cymru (Constituency candidate) 
My name is Glenn Swingler and I am the Plaid Cymru candidate for Dyffryn Clwyd / 
Vale of Clwyd. I am a county councillor in Denbighshire and town councillor in 
Denbigh. I live in Denbigh, married to Beth for 31yrs and have 2 grown up children and 
4 grandchildren. (Not forgetting the 2 dogs and 4 cats). I work as an adult mental 
health support worker. 
Politically, I'm passionate about many things but poverty, social inequality, the lack of 
real affordable housing, social care and mental health services particularly.  70,000 
children in Wales live in poverty and Plaid Cymru have pledged free school meals for 
all children on universal credit and universal free childcare for everyone from 24 
months. We can end poverty pay for those that care for the elderly and the sick, 

starting with a £10 an hour minimum wage for the care workers and we need social care to be free to everyone.     
We will also set a target of 10,000 truly affordable homes a year.  This past year has been extremely difficult for 
many, many people, in many different ways. There is an urgent need to build back Wales, its businesses, communities 
and help all those individuals who have been through such tough times.  
Decisions about our country should be made by those that live here. Wherever you originate, whatever language you 
speak, however you identify, Wales is home and every decision taken affects you, your family, friends and 
community.  
Vote for Wales.  

 

Jason McLellan Labour (Constituency candidate) 
I am from the Vale of Clwyd and grew up in Prestatyn, where I now live. I was a Legal 
Aid lawyer for over 20 years. I represented and worked for the most vulnerable in our 
society including victims of domestic abuse and young adults in the care system.  I 
have been a Denbighshire County Councillor with a track record of working hard in 
the community, getting results for residents, opposing unfair spending cuts and 
fighting for public services. As a councillor for an area where coastal flooding was an 
issue I understand communities need to feel safe and be adequately protected. I 
successfully campaigned for flood gates to be installed on the Tower Garden housing 
estate near to the beach in Prestatyn. I have spent my entire career helping to resolve 
people’s problems.  
I have worked for a Member of Parliament and, for the last six years, the Member of 
the Senedd for The Vale of Clwyd, so I know what it takes to get things done on a 

national level. I already have an insight and knowledge of how Welsh politics works and how to get things done for 
the Vale of Clwyd and its residents. I will work with local communities to make sure their concerns are heard and 
will be a strong advocate for you in the Senedd. My priority will be to improve the economy of The Vale of Clwyd 
and ensure North Wales has more investment as we move forward from these difficult times. 

Gavin Scott Liberal Democrats (Constituency candidate) 

My name is Gavin Scott and I am a local man, having lived in Prestatyn all of my adult 
life, with my wife and 3 children. I have also run my own business in Rhyl for many 
years and I am passionate about the area in which we all live and want to do all that I 
can to improve the economy within the area and improve wider services. If like me 
you are tired of feeling like we have been forgotten here in Vale of Clwyd region, 
together we can try to do something about it. I will fight for recognition for the area 
and increased investment in areas such as healthcare and education as well as 
ensuring that we have the availability of wider facilities for leisure. We need to stem 
the tide of under investment in our local NHS services, improving our hospitals and 
community healthcare. 

I promise to put local matters first and not beneath national party policy. I am ready to fight for our region and the 
issues that matter to us. I will seek greater investment in key services and ensure that we do not remain forgotten 
in  the North and that we are seen as equals to the matters of the south. Given the opportunity, I believe I can and 
will make a difference for our communities. 

Iolo Jones Green Party (Regional candidate) 
As a land use planner, much of my interest lies in the interaction between our natural 
and built environments. I’m an advocate of restoring our upland peat bogs by filling in 
drainage ditches, enabling them to hold water like a sponge and reducing peak flows 
downstream. Too often towns like St. Asaph and Llanrwst have suffered from flooding, 
and with climate change these events will only increase unless we take action. We also 
need to stop building on the floodplain as a matter of urgency, instead making the most 
of land along the river for amenity and wellbeing infrastructure. Meanwhile, strong 
urban design both respects the locality and enables residents to live healthy and 
sustainable lifestyles. 

Were I to be elected I’d have two main priorities, namely securing a more sustainable 
future for Wales and encouraging the rejuvenation of local democracy. We have world-

leading legislation on protecting the rights of future generations in Wales, but somebody needs to hold to the Labour 
government’s feet to the fire and ensure they deliver on their rhetoric. To me, the singular most effective way to 
effect such change is through a change in the community, as exemplified by ‘think global, act local’. Reform of council 
tax to correspond to contemporary land value would allow for progressive tax and spend policies at a local level. 
Combined with more inclusive decision-making such as citizen’s assemblies and participatory budgeting, this could 
encourage empowerment of local communities and allow them to take climate action where centralised systems fail. 
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Felix Aubel UKIP (Regional candidate) 
I’m a Welsh-speaking congregational minister and a freelance TV and radio 
broadcaster.  A Just Say No co-ordinator against having a Welsh Assembly during the 
1997 Welsh Devolution Referendum, I worked for Vote Leave in the 2016 EU 
Referendum.  Graduating at the UOW Lampeter, I was employed as a teacher of 
history and religious studies.  I later gained my PhD in history and became an associate 
lecturer at Lampeter. 
North Wales has been left behind by the distant Cardiff Bay political elite.  The Senedd 
is a good deal for politicians, but a bad deal for Wales.  UKIP pledges to have a legally 
binding referendum to scrap this failed institution.  Even before Covid-19, the NHS in 
Wales was on its knees – with five of the seven Health Boards having been in special 
measures.  In education, Wales has consistently ranked behind England, Scotland and 

Northern Ireland.  One in four people live in fuel poverty, and Wales has the lowest income of all the home nations. 
UKIP is committed to ending the Senedd’s decision to declare Wales a Nation of Sanctuary, which only encourages the 
UK Government to use us as a dumping ground for economic migrants – usually posing as asylum seekers.  Excessive 
immigration places enormous pressures on our NHS, education system, housing market, as well as compressing 
wages.   
I’ve always been ready to stand-up against injustice and North Wales needs someone who will fight its corner, no 
matter how many political establishment feathers are ruffled in Cardiff Bay. 

Active Travel—you’ve got till April 9th!  
Are you concerned about heavy traffic coming up the High Street? Do we need a bypass?  
Are you happy with footpath and pavement arrangements locally? What do you feel 
about cycle routes to Denbigh? Or stepping stones or a footbridge across the Elwy 
upstream of St. Asaph? Should there be a cable car to the top of Moel Famau? 
Denbighshire County Council are collecting comments and suggestions about active travel 
in Denbighshire towns (hopefully they will also look at these issues in cities as well…. Ed) 
but the consultation ends on April 9th. Go to https://denbighshire.commonplace.is/?
lang=en-GB to their very impressive interactive map of the county and submit your 
comments. You can also view what others have said, and agree or disagree with their 
suggestions. There are some intriguing suggestions on the map, although no-one as yet 
has suggested the cable car. 

Twenty years ago—the sundial that never was 
Controversy surrounded a proposal to place  a  sundial with a giant 4m high steel gnomen* 
in St. Asaph, suggested initially for the cathedral grounds and subsequently for the 
Common. It had been the winning entry in the Rotary Club’s competition for a structure to 
mark the Millennium, and was designed by a Denbigh High School pupil. Whilst attracting 
some support, the location was criticised and costs were definitely too high. And it was 
pointed out that even in 2000, many people in St. Asaph had wristwatches of their own. 
         *the gnomen is the pointy bit. 

St. Asaph City Council Tax Bill At the recent DCC Full Council meeting ( 23rd February) the Council Tax 
bills 2021/22 were agreed. The St. Asaph City Council Tax Bill (based on Band D payable) will be £66.49p/annum. This 
is an increase of £4.62p on the previous year, or an increase of 38p/month or 9p/week. The City Council expenditure 
includes £12,000 for the Library, £5,000 for Roe Plas Meadow, £10,000 for dog & litter bins and £10,350 to repair the 
surfaces in play areas, as well of plenty of other endeavours. 
The 2021/22 Council Tax Bill for Band D will be as follows: DCC £1,436.76p, Police & Crime Commission £305.55p and 
St. Asaph City Council  £66.49p, making a total of  £1,808.80p 

Thanks to all the candidates for their contributions to the City Times.  But before the 6th 
of May election, make sure your voice is heard on the Active Travel consultation below! 
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Temporary ferry service to start in early April    John Oliver 
 
Denbighshire County Council has issued an inland water (short 
term) licence for a passenger ferry service to cross the river 
Clwyd adjacent to where Pont Llanerch was washed away in the 
recent storms. The western end of the bridge (pictured) remains 
unstable with significant underwater debris, and so the crossing 
will be a few yards downstream at the Pwll y Twpsin site. 
Williams Water Taxis will operate a small 2 seater ferry rowboat 
between the east and west banks during daylight hours. Williams 
Water Taxis previously held the contract for the Afon Hygoelus 
ferry in Gwynedd for over 17 years, and their bid to run the 
service won out against the alternative Clwyd zipwire proposal in 
an often heated debate in the County Council chamber recently.  

 
Operator William Williams (67) from nearby  Trefnant 
said:  ‘I’m really pleased we got the licence and I’ve bought a 
new captain’s hat especially to look the part. We won’t have 
a timetable - it will run purely on demand seeing as it only 
takes 30 seconds to get from one side to another. If the ferry 
is on the opposite side of the river, passengers will be able 
to summon the ferry by ringing the bell as I may well be 
catching a few zzzzzs during a lull in activity. We’re asking 
passengers to bring wellies as sometimes it can be a bit wet 
if the tide is against us. We can’t cross at night as we don’t 
have any navigation lights so it will only be during daylight 
hours. Passengers will pay only £1 each way, children and 
dogs 50p but golden retrievers are free ‘cos I like them”.  
The licence will run until April 1st 2022.  William Williams works the oars 

Use pdf not this photocopy!! 
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See you in St Asaph!

“Come find our hidden unit at the side of the 
Wynnstay Store, The Roe, St Asaph”
Tel: 07789 773861
Email: sales@junction27cars.com
Website: www.junction27cars.com

Find us on Facebook: Junction 27 Cars

By appointment 
please!
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English

Cymraeg

www.creativeinlearning.co.uk
alison@creativeinexcellence.co.uk
darren@creativeinexcellence.co.uk

01352 755141
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

St Asaph Business Park
(91 Bowen  Court, St Asaph Business Park, Denbighshire, LL17 0JE)

Mold Business Park
(Creative Learning Room, Unit 12, Opposite the Evening Leader)

. Primary and Secondary

.  GCSE and A-Level

.  All work specific to individual needs

.  All tutors fully qualified and DBS certified
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Books! Books! Books! - the mural in Cefn school 
Lizzie Smith, originally from Cefn, designed, sketched out and hand painted a 10 
metre long mural in Ysgol Cefn Meriadog during the February half-term. She  
worked with the school's teachers and children to decide which books and 
characters to include; the mural depicts her and the school's favourite books, 
characters and quotes.  
Laura Martin, headteacher at Ysgol Cefn commented "We are thrilled to be working 
with Lizzie, she has been able to take our vision and bring it to life and the end result 
is just wonderful! From the children's initial ideas to a whole school vote to the 
children contributing their favourite books and authors, we now have a corridor 
bursting with colour, magic and excitement. Now the children are back in school it is 
wonderful to watch them walk past, not one child can walk all the way down the 
corridor without stopping to read a quote or look at a picture! We are all finding 
new parts that we haven't seen before. This mural has really initiated so many book 
related conversations and there is definitely a reignited enjoyment for reading 
amongst all of the children. We are really grateful to Lizzie for her hard work and 
hope this mural is enjoyed for many years to come." Abergele based Bromborough 
Paints kindly donated all paint and materials. Lizzie has a website 
(www.artworkbylizzie) although she is not currently taking commissions.  

New Headteacher at the VP school 
I am delighted to introduce myself as the new Headteacher of St. Asaph VP Infant School. I feel 
extremely honoured and privileged to have been appointed by the Governors to build upon the 
success already achieved by the wonderful children and committed staff. 

I am joining the VP school as a new Headteacher having spent the last four years as a highly successful 
Deputy Headteacher at Ysgol Bryn Collen in Llangollen. Prior to that I taught for four years across the 
Foundation Phase at Ysgol Clawdd Offa in Prestatyn.  

I am very proud to be able to call myself the Headteacher and to be leading a school with such a 
welcoming community. I am determined to secure an excellent future for the school with the very 
highest expectations of all staff and learners. I will be listening to the views of pupils and parents as we 
move towards our goal of excellence. I believe that St. Asaph VP has many great strengths and the 
relationship between parents, staff and pupils is crucial to the success of the school. By working in 
collaboration, we can ensure that children enjoy their time at school, make excellent progress and 
leave us with the necessary skills and attitudes to be successful. 

I appreciate that due to the pandemic the last 12 months have been a time of great change and uncertainty for everyone. I would 
like to reassure the St. Asaph community that as Headteacher, I will strive to create the best education for your children whilst 
they are members of our school family. Please do come up and introduce yourselves, I aim to be at the gate before and after 
school each day. I look forward to meeting many of you in the coming weeks.  

Lizzie Smith 

Kate Langford 

St. Asaph VP Infant Nursery Places  
A friendly reminder that admissions are open for parents and carers to apply for 
Nursery places for children born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 
2018. Children can attend the VP Nursery Class the September following their 3rd 
Birthday. To apply for a place for your child please visit Denbighshire Admissions 
online or use the following website: www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/education-
and-schools/school-admissions/school-admissions.aspx.  
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Fairholme advert 
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St. AsaphSt. Asaph

Fairholme Preparatory SchoolFairholme Preparatory SchoolFairholme Preparatory SchoolFairholme Preparatory School

St. AsaphSt. Asaph

Our dedicated teaching staff and outstanding facilities will give your child the best possible 
start to their learning journey. A child at Fairholme can typically read and spell at a level that 
is two years above the national average and we help our pupils to gain scholarships for their 
chosen secondary schools.

www.fairholmeschool.com

We welcome visitors and taster days are always available.  
For further information contact the Principals, Mr and Mrs Perkins on  

01745 583 505  or email admin@fairholmeschool.com

Mount Road, St. Asaph, Denbighshire, LL17 0DH

Fairholme is an inspirational school where pupils are celebrated 
for who they are, and encouraged to reach their full potential.

Have you thought about the 
advantage a Fairholme education 

would give your child?



Fairholme advert Baby Basics Dyffryn Clwyd   Heledd Iago 

Baby Basics Dyffryn Clwyd launched in January of 2020, 
under the care of Eglwys y Capel Mawr Dinbych; by now 
we’re based in our lovely new unit (B10!) on the industrial 
estate in Denbigh. Baby Basics is a UK-wide charity (soon to 
be launching its 50th branch) that operates as a volunteer-led 
project, aimed at supporting new mothers and families who 
are struggling to meet the financial and practical burden of 
looking after a new baby. We work with midwives, health 
visitors and other professional groups to provide support 
directly where it is most needed through a referral process – 
we rely on these wonderful frontline workers to identify the 
families most in need .  

Most of the items we provide are generously donated by the 
community (apart from toiletries and mattresses) and our 
Baby Basics volunteers lovingly collect, sort and package a 
‘Moses Basket’ full of clothing, toiletries (for mum and 
baby), nappies, blankets, towels and other essential baby 
equipment as an attractive gift to new mothers. 

Our aim is to help these new mothers practically and 
generously, and for us, Baby Basics Dyffryn Clwyd is a way of showing God’s love in action in our community. 

How can you get involved? You can donate clothing (up to 3yrs size), bedding or towels. If you knit, crochet 
or sew, we’re always so grateful to receive beautiful handmade items to give out. You can also support us 
financially. If you’d like any further information regarding how to donate, becoming a referrer, or any other 
reason – please get in touch by emailing babybasicsdyffrynclwyd@gmail.com – we’d be so happy to hear 
from you! 
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2nd June - 11am to 12pm and 2pm to 3pm 
Join Westminster Abbey and St Asaph Cathedral live to celebrate the 
amazing story of the translation of the Welsh bible and what links these 
two amazing places together. 

Westminster Abbey are thrilled to be joining St Asaph’s Cathedral 
to explore our connections, and look for clues on a whirlwind tour 
uncovering Welsh stories in the Abbey. Plus, discover the clues to uncover 
what made one of the Welsh Bible Translators, Gabriel Goodman tick 
using drawing and collage to create a fun pop art inspired portrait with 
artist Juliet.

For more information please send us an email and we can let you know 
when booking opens. 

Email: lornakernahan@stasaphcathedral.wales 

Create an Easter game for all the family to 
enjoy by making a craft filled with fun Easter 
facts, jokes and activities.
Contact us (below) and we will email you 
the templates and instructions
lornakernahan@stasaphcathedral.wales

COMING SOON!

FREE FAMILY ONLINE ACTIVITIESST ASAPH 
CATHEDRAL

Make your own Easter egg wreath using card and collage. This Easter wreath looks 
great in your home or as a special gift for someone to celebrate Easter.
Contact us and we will email you the templates and instructions 
Email: lornakernahan@stasaphcathedral.wales
Both ‘how to make’ videos available on St Asaph Cathedral Heritage YouTube page



Tribute to Mrs Mair Rees (1923-2021)        Heulwen Ellis   
“There will be happy memories of Mrs Mair Rees in St. Asaph. She was a remarkable woman, talented and kind. The 
three most important aspects of her life were the family, worship and friends. She was delighted to become a great-
grandmother. She always gave her family strong support, and they in turn supported her during the last hard and 
difficult months. Peniel chapel was her spiritual home for decades, and she and Edgar welcomed and gave sustenance 
to very many visiting ministers. She loved the history of the chapel, and could remember every important occasion. 
She also enjoyed attending services with other denominations, and attended bilingual services. As a citizen of St. 
Asaph, Mair Rees was well-known in the community . She knew a great deal about St. Asaph in days gone by, and 
people were always entertained by her humorous and interesting accounts. Creating and keeping friends was very 
important for her, and she in turn was much appreciated and loved by all who knew her. There will be much sense of 
loss in the family, in her place of worship and by friends, but she will be remembered with much affection by all. “ 
 
Mrs Mair Rees, of Bryn, St. Asaph, was born in Llandrillo yn Rhos in 1923, and her early childhood was spent in London where her 
father had a butcher’s and dairy shop. The family later returned to Wales, to Gwernigron farm. During WW2 she nursed in London 
and in 1951 she married Edgar, a solicitor in Denbigh. They had two sons, Gethin and Selwyn, and she went on to become a 
grandmother and great grandmother. She served as a Justice of the Peace from 1968 for many years. 

Parish Church The extensive renovations at the parish church have now been completed, and once restrictions 
are fully lifted, the church will be open. As previously described, the aim is to make the church building available as a 
community venue whilst continuing as the parish church. The facilities include a wide flexible space in the two naves, a 
kitchen and toilets, as well as a gallery space, small meeting room and vestry. Booking details are available on the 
church website www.stasaphparishchurch.org.uk, and enquiries for use of the church are welcomed by 
churchwardens (contact details on the website) or the church office at 01745 535957.  

1963 2020 

Solar Panels on roof of Translators Tearoom?  Jackie Feak       
We would like to install solar panels on the roof of the cathedral extension. The panels 
would be below the parapet and as a result not visible from ground level. The energy 
created would mean that activities held within the cathedral would be sustainably 
powered, and any surplus energy could also go into the National Grid. We need 
feedback on this proposal through a community opinion survey to apply for the 
necessary grant funding. If you would like to support this idea, please visit the cathedral 
website www.stasphcathedral.wales and have your say.     

Church Services on Easter Sunday 
The Cathedral and Parish Church combined online streamed service will take place at 11.00am and can be accessed 
on www.stasaphcathedral.wales The Mission Area Executive considered the possibility of opening one or both of the 
churches for worship at Easter but in the end decided that  would be wisest for them to remain closed at present. 

Llanelwy Community Church: Service online at 10.30 ; please contact Alan Jones on 01745 583148 to obtain the link  

Welsh Presbyterian Church : Service online; please contact Tegwyn Williams on 01745 583612 to obtain the link 

St Winifrede’s Catholic Church: Easter Vigil mass on Saturday April 3rd at 6pm. All welcome, social distancing in place 
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New local gin company supports St. Kentigern 
Hospice 
A new gin company has teamed up with St .Kentigern Hospice to support 
and launch their new range of gin. Angel Feathers is a small family run 
business with nature and sustainability at its core. All fruits and 
botanicals are home-grown and picked from their Moel Famau Micro-
Fruitery to ensure they capture the ripe flavours at their peak. 

Katharine Wilding, founder of Angel Feathers said: “We are very proud to 
be partnering with St .Kentigern Hospice and donating proceeds from our 
Rhubarb and Blackcurrant Gins, which in turn will contribute and support 
the fantastic care and work our local hospice provides for the patients 
and their families. This partnership is exciting and positive especially with 
the current situation with the pandemic and how it has drastically 
affected the hospice’s fundraising efforts. We look forward to working 
with St. Kentigern Hospice to grow our partnership further and raise vital 
funds.” 

The rhubarb gin is light and fruity with a lasting warmth from the juniper 
and is extremely versatile in its simplicity. Serve with an elderflower 

tonic, or a cream soda to enjoy the rhubarb crumble experience. The blackcurrant gin, also packed full of fruit is a 
more full bodied flavour, best served with a Sicilian lemonade or a lemon tonic to bring out the fruitiness in the gin. 

Hospice fundraiser, Wendy Clark, said “It’s been an extremely challenging time for the Hospice during the pandemic 
and we are looking forward to building a strong partnership with Katharine at Angel Feathers – it’s refreshing to 
have a new and exciting project for the hospice as we are now looking at creative and inventive ways of fundraising. 
In the future, we are looking forward to holding Gin Tasting events at the Hospice, once restrictions have been 
lifted”.  
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MMAATTTTHHEEWW  WWIILLSSOONN
AATTLLAANNTTIICC  WWEEAALLTTHH  CCOONNSSUULLTTAANNCCYY  LLTTDD

0011774455  228844225533  //  0077779988  885511007788
matthew.wilson@sjpp.co.uk www.awcwealth.co.uk

Based locally in St Asaph, I work closely with
my clients and their families to fully
understand their financial aspirations, hopes
and concerns.
Our business has quality and service at its
core and I would like to invite readers to find
out for themselves my personal approach to
financial planning.

QUALITY IS NEVER AN ACCIDENT. IT IS ALWAYS 
THE RESULT OF INTELLIGENT EFFORT.

• Investment Planning
• Retirement Planning
• Protection
• Inheritance Tax Planning

Atlantic Wealth Consultancy Ltd is an appointed representative of and represents only St James’ Place Wealth
Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purposes of advising
solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s
website at www.sjp.co.uk/products
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Earthworks Pottery     Wendy Stopes is interviewed by Ness Pritchard Jones 
Many of us in St. Asaph have been charmed by the beautiful pottery created by Wendy Stopes of Earthworks Pottery 
located on Lower Street. Wendy kindly agreed to be interviewed:  
Have you always been creative? I have had a creative urge as far back as I 
can remember. My Grandma had a school and we used to do arts and crafts 
there along with the maths and English. And then through high school and 
college. I went to Wrexham Art college in around 1979 and did a diploma 
and HND in ceramics. Since then, I started in the studio in 1987. 
How has the inspiration for the pieces you create changed over time? My 
inspiration has developed, adding more colour and using techniques such as 
piercing and a kind of batik style. I like to follow the seasons with flowers 
and interests such as architecture which has been an inspiration. Like the 
recent interest in Gwrych castle; it's a very decorative castle and enjoyable 
to do. I have posted them to people round the country who love and re-
member the place. 
Do you find it difficult to part with some of your work? Sometimes it's hard 
to part with certain pots, and some of them of course I still have. People do 
collect my pots, far and wide, I have a map of the world in the pottery and 
people from all over pop in to add to their collection. It has the title " Hand 
thrown pots to far flung places." 

Do people commission pieces? Yes, I've had some interesting commissions, wedding and birth plates, beautiful vases, 
even a Glissarium (a pot for an edible dormouse to live in) and an Ozzie the Owl from the Antiques Roadshow. A Pirate 
mug, that started something: I have Pirate mugs, beer mugs and Pirate ships in stock now. I was asked to make a vase 
with Aphrodite applied in white and lately one with the Birth of Venus which I'm about to start. 

Do you collaborate with other local artists/potters? One time I took part in a joint Wood firing of a 
large bottle kiln. It had two firs boxes and took 15 hours of feeding it wood to fire. A good day but 
not practical for every day. It had fire coming out of the top as it got dark, it looked amazing. 
Why have you chosen to work with white and red earthenware clay? The red and white Earthen-
ware clay lends itself well to all the ways I choose to express myself through the clay and has the 
warmth and light in colour too. 

Do you find living in St. Asaph inspiring? St. Asaph cathedral in-
spired the cathedral tower pierced pots for candles and fairy 
lights, and the wild flowers along the riverbank are an inspira-
tion too. 
What would you like to see developed in St. Asaph? Maybe if St. Asaph had its own 
art trail or showcase for all the creative people to show visitors what St. Asaph has 
to offer. Maybe a place to perform music and nurture our culture again. Our culture 
isn't a set type of music or art, it's what the people are doing now. 
What do you think of The Great Pottery Throwdown. I'm in awe of the people who 
can make pots with the pressure, cameras and competition involved but if that's 
what they like then give it a go!  
You are also a musician; tell us about that: Making pots and making music is like Yin 
and Yang, it completes a whole of quiet contemplation and the joy of expression, 
like the rhythm of life, breathing out happiness when singing. We're lucky enough to 
work with some great people. We have some of our work online: Facebook 
@handsungmusic. it's Jazz and French tunes: very chic and romantic; our band is 
called CanCan. 
 
Thank you again to Wendy. Please visit her shop when it is able to re-open or check 
out the Earthworks Pottery website www.earthworks-pottery.co.uk to find out more 
about her stunning work.  

City Times Page 19April 2021



USE PDF 

Shining A Light On The Great War's Forgotten Campaign 
We are all familiar with First World War images of soldiers in wet, muddy trenches in northern France or Belgium, and 
names from that time, like Ypres or the Somme, still conjure up powerful images over a century later. Lance-Corporal 
Charles Cook, the grandfather of Llanerch Park resident Les Broad, joined up in 1915; at the time he was 35 with five 
children, working as a drayman for a brewery. His wife Lizzie was from Folkestone, the Kent port through which tens 
of thousands of Belgian refugees arrived, fleeing from the German invaders, and was the driving force behind Charles 
enlisting. 
His intention might have been to cross the Channel to face Germans; 
instead he was sent to Mesopotamia. There he was expected to fight his 
way up the River Tigris over flooded desert, a wholly alien landscape to 
a drayman from Kent, in the face of insects spreading disease, Turkish – 
not German – bullets and the ever-present risk of drowning, intending 
to relieve the terrible siege at Kut-al-Amara. It was an action that cost 
thousands of British and Commonwealth lives, and just as many of the 
Turkish enemy. In March Charles was captured; in May he died ‘of 
wounds’ in a military hospital in Baghdad. He had been dead for just six 
days when his last two children were born in faraway England. 
The Mesopotamian Campaign in general and the twin horrors of the Kut 
siege and the subsequent ‘Death March’ are the focus of Les Broad’s 
new book ‘Grandfather’s War’. The book goes on to cover the years-
long effort to secure a permanent memorial to the beseiged troops, 
which was eventually erected in September 2019. It is the only publicly 
accessible memorial to the Campaign in any form anywhere in the UK. 
The book has already been described as ‘moving from the first page’; 
one reader has said that she started reading and ‘couldn’t put it down’.  
To obtain a copy of the book at just £9 simply phone 01745 730334 or 
07717 052622, or e-mail les_broad@yahoo.co.uk 
Also for sale in Bill & Bens’ Hardware. 
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Foot Health for 
the whole Family! 

 

If you suffer with any of the following: 

• Ingrown toenails 

• Verrucas 

• Corns / callus 

• Fungal / thickened nails 

• Dry / cracked heels 

• Athletes foot 

• Diabetic foot concerns 

or you simply cannot manage to cut your own toenails, please 
get in touch for a free consultation, and let’s make 
arrangements to get you comfortable again. 

 

I am fully qualified and insured to provide all these aspects of 
foot care and can offer your treatment from my Denbigh clinic 
or the comfort of your own home. 

 

Strict Covid-19 safety measures are always in place to protect 
you from the risk of infection and due to the environmental 
impact of Covid-19, I have made lots of changes within my 
business over the last 12 months to reduce my carbon footprint, 
including the use of biodegradable PPE. 

 

When Government restrictions are lifted, I will return to offering 
a wider range of treatments such as Manicures, Medical 
Pedicures and Toenail Reconstruction. 

 

For more information or to book an appointment please call or 
message,  

Holly Williams Dip FH, MCFHP, MAFHP. 

Facebook: Holly Williams – Foot Health Practitioner 

Email: hwilliamsfhp@outlook.com 

Call: 07880952756 
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Dog fouling 
We’re not talking about tripping dogs up when they’ve got a clear shot on goal…...       
One of the topics guaranteed to trigger a massive chain of comments on social media is 
dog fouling, and sadly St. Asaph is not spared this problem. 

What can be done about it? The vast majority of dog owners comply with the rules and 
are frustrated by those that do not put their bagged dog mess into the dog litter bins, or 
the general litter bins. Notices are displayed prominently in various sites, and to their 
great credit, four of our councillors (John Roberts, Barbara Rust, Colin Hardie and Barry 
Townsend) were recently out spraying stencils on footpaths in a bid to remind people of 
their responsibility to clear up after their dog. 

What about enforcement? Denbighshire County Council has had a contract with 
District Enforcement Ltd to provide Environmental Enforcement Officers, whose 
responsibility includes dealing with fly-posting, littering, smoking in play areas and 
dog fouling. There are up to six such EEOs on duty at a time, and they are 
empowered to issue immediate fixed penalty notices of £100 for dog fouling. They 
are deployed “on the basis of intelligence received” which means that a member of 
the public or the Council has notified DCC about a regular problem, where the 
timing and location of the fouling is fairly constant, possibly with details of the 
perpetrator. Videos of the fouling are admissible to the EEOs. The person reporting 
the problem remains anonymous but has to confirm that they are willing to go to 
court to give a witness statement. In practice this very rarely occurs as if found 
guilty, the dog owner will acquire not just the fine, but also a bill for court costs and 
a criminal record, to say nothing of the chance to have their name published in the 

local press. As a result, most perpetrators prefer to pay the fixed penalty notice and discharge their liability. The EEOs 
are equipped with uniforms and bodycams to record events and interactions with perpetrators. Last year, some were 
pressed into service as Covid wardens also. Not always an easy job, one suspects….. 

So how many FPNs have been issued? The most recent figures available from the Welsh Government are for 2019. In 
that year, 13 fixed penalty notices for dog fouling were issued in Denbighshire, and only five of them were paid, 
apparently due to a change of contractors.  This compares with 397 FPNs for smoking related litter, netting DCC a total 
of £19,000.  Conwy Council, by contrast, issued 40 FPNs for dog fouling. 

What about the health risks? Dog fouling can lead to blindness for those coming into 
contact with infected dog faeces, although this is not common. Toxocara canis, or dog 
roundworm, is the cause of the problem. If a child plays in sand or soil which is 
contaminated with infected faeces from a dog, cat or fox, they may inadvertently 
ingest cysts of toxocara. For most this will cause no problems, but for a very small 
number it can cause, amongst other symptoms, blurred or cloudy vision, or a painful 
red eye. The retina may be damaged, or become detached, leading to long term vision 
impairment. For this reason, dogs should be de-wormed on a very regular basis, up to 
every two months for dogs allowed to roam freely. Children and adults should wash 
hands with warm water and soap after handling soil or playing with pets. Sandpits 
should be covered to prevent contamination. 

What if it’s not dogs? Fox, cat and badger mess can be mistaken for dog mess, although this is less likely if the stool is 
wrapped in a brightly coloured plastic bag. And, of course, don’t forget the Trelogan puma….. 

The stencil 

Environmental enforcement officers 

Toxocara damage to the retina 

Twenty years ago: Countryside lockdown. The City Times reported the 
relentless spread of Foot and Mouth disease across the country, and its effect 
locally. In addition to the culling of all stock on infected farms, neighbouring farms in 
a designated exclusion zone also had to cull and incinerate their healthy stock in a 
desperate attempt to contain the virus. Access to the countryside was forbidden to 
the general public, and the restrictions had a major impact on the tourism, leisure 
and hospitality sector in Wales. St Asaph sheep and cattle market was closed, and 
football matches on the Roe were halted. The fines for being caught on restricted 
land were £5000. By the end of the outbreak in October 2001, 6 million cattle and 
sheep had been culled, and the cost to the UK was recorded as over £8bn.    

Retinal damage from Toxocara 
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Gardening Tips for Spring         Christine Jones 
The weather is improving, the soil is warming up and if you haven’t already started thinking of plants/seeds to grow 
here are a few timely tips to help:  
• Cover a piece of cardboard with silver foil and place it behind the seedlings on a windowsill. Foil reflects the 

light from the window onto the plants helping them to grow. 
• If the weather seems cool before planting, warm the soil the day before you plant or sow by putting a dustbin 

liner over the soil and holding it in place with stones. Keep your compost bag in the greenhouse if you have one.  
• Before sowing parsley seeds, pour boiling water into the trench to speed up germination.  
• A bruised garlic clove left at the entrance of a wasp’s nest will clear it.  
• Shift stains from plastic garden furniture with a paste made from bicarbonate of soda and water. Leave the 

paste on the stain for about two minutes and then wipe it off. 
• Improve your soil texture by adding a handful of chopped bracken when planting. Bracken is slightly acidic, so 

ideal for Camellias, rhododendron, Pieris and some heathers - but don’t use it on lime-loving plants. 
• Wood ash is one of the best organic sources of potash, a nutrient that many plants need to flower and fruit well. 

Spread the ash (when cool) around any shrubs e.g. roses and rhododendrons.  
• To protect Hostas from slug attack, try placing the pot on legs in the middle of a tray filled with water just like an 

island. Slugs can’t swim, but don’t let the pot become waterlogged. 
• Tomatoes are best grown in large containers in fresh potting compost or in grow bags as they are very suscepti-

ble to diseases in the soil. Don’t be tempted to overfeed tomatoes as this can spoil the flavor. If space is tight 
plant a cherry tomato plant in a hanging basket (eg Tumbling Ted). Water well, feed and hang in a sunny spot.  

• Strawberries also grow well in a hanging basket. Plant three plants per basket, feed weekly when the flowers 
start and don’t let the compost dry out.  

• To dry herbs, pick just after flowering. Dry in a very low oven or an airing cupboard. Strip the leaves from the 
stems and store in airtight jars.  

• To get the tallest sunflowers possible, pinch out the side shoots. Remember to leave the flower on when it has 
finished so the birds can enjoy the seeds.  

• When choosing an apple tree look for an unusual variety, not the ones you buy in the supermarket. These have 
been bred for a long shelf life after picking. Ask your nearest fruit tree nursery which ones do best locally. 
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It’s just medieval !    Lorna Kernahan 
St. Asaph Cathedral has a fascinating history dating back to the 6th 
Century. The Heritage garden project is designed to take us back 
600 years, to medieval times, when monks cultivated plants to 
treat their ailments, and of course, for food. Our project, although 
modest, is designed to give an authentic flavour of a Physic 
Garden, and a ‘Paradisum’. The Physic garden, used to treat the 
many ailments monks suffered from, is divided into sections, each 
section containing plants for a particular type of illness. The 
‘Paradisum’, although the plants can be used for various purposes, 
is mainly for meditation, prayer, and relaxation, when their labours 
were accomplished, the emphasis being on flowers, and perfume. 
The outline has already been marked out for the beds, and 
contrary to some reports, they are not scorch marks from an alien 

spacecraft, nor ancient crop squares, nor unusually accurate dogs! 
The Heritage Garden Project is to be a community volunteer project where, with tools and training provided, 
volunteers can learn about the development and care of a medieval heritage garden.  Once completed the garden will 
be able to host special talks and events, many of which it will have inspired.  
For the last three years Lorna Kernahan, St. Asaph Cathedral’s Activities Coordinator, has been developing heritage 
activities as part of the Cathedral’s National Lottery Heritage Fund project. The project intends to engage people of all 
ages from the community with the unique and interesting heritage of the Cathedral. Its vast history is inspiring the 
development of a wide range of enjoyable activities and numerous volunteering opportunities where varied skills can 
be developed.  
If you are interested in volunteering to help with the garden, or with 
other activities from the wider project, Lorna Kernahan would be 
delighted to hear from you.  
Email:lornakernahan@stasaphcathedral.wales Tel: 01745 582245 
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GWD
LANDSCAPING & TREE SURGERY
Over 10 Years Experience
Over 

Free Quotations, Fully Insured & All Waste Removed
01745 520071 07881 810543
www.gwdlandscaping.co.uk enquiries@gwdlandscaping.co.uk
4 Cross Foxes, Glascoed, Abergele, LL22 9DE

• All Aspects of Fencing
• Grass Cutting
• Hedge Cutting

• Tree Surgery
• Stump Grinding
• Logs for Sale



City Times Page 24

Pdf in adverts file 

Pdf in adverts file 

Garden Competition 
A competition to find the best gardens in St Asaph and 
District is to be held in July, with prizes of £50 and £25 
vouchers for Jacksons’ Garden Centre generously provided. 
Winners and photographs of their gardens will be 
announced in the August City Times. More details in the 
June issue, after which you will be able to nominate a 
garden (not necessarily just your own!) for review by the 
panel of judges.   

Photo Competition 
In addition to the excellent 
photos of the beautiful Vale 
of Clwyd that we are able to 
print in the City Times, we 
thought it is high time to 
photograph some of the 
heaviest vehicles to be seen 
and heard roaring up the 
High Street.  We will use the 
images to highlight once 
again the difficulty of having 
a narrow and steep High 
Street, with no easy 
alternative for the drivers of vehicles that cannot negotiate 
the S-bends. All photos will be gratefully received at 
editorsact@gmail.com. Have a coffee in one of the cafes 
while you wait for that exact photographic moment. 

April 2021

R. Morris & Son 
FAMILY BUSINESS (ESTABLISHED 1860) 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
 

ST. ASAPH ROAD, TREFNANT 
TREFNANT (01745) 730369 

OR DENBIGH (01745) 812319 
24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE 

Details of how we will conduct a sweep under Covid
restrictions can be found on our website.

Fully Insured – Traditional and modern methods used
Cowls and bird guards fitted – CCTV surveys

National Association of Chimney Sweeps trained

Mobile 07771 501 569   Website: www.gelesweep.co.uk

AANNDDYY  PPEEAACCHH  JJOOIINNEERRYY
36 years experience

All woodworks undertaken
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST

FREE QUOTES
Andy Peach Joinery
Tel: 01745 585457

Mob: 07901 770934
E-mail: andypeachy@gmail.com
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Does your organisation need volunteers?     
Volunteers are the lifeblood of so many organisations, and the contribution 
they make is matched by the enjoyment and fulfilment to be found by the 
volunteers themselves in helping. The June City Times will come out during 
National Volunteers Week, and we plan to compile and publish a list of 
local organisations, sports clubs and charities looking out for volunteers. 
We invite all such organisations to contact the City Times at 
editorsact@gmail.com to be included in the list.  

An Apology The City Times 
wishes to apologise unreserved-
ly for misgendering the snow-
person featured in the last issue. 
She was of course a snow-
woman rather than a snow-
man, and this should have been 
obvious from her pink bonnet. 
Although of course snow-men 
can also wear pink hats, and 
(best stop there...Ed) 

Elwy Solar Farm Solarcentury has now formally submitted 
the planning application for Elwy Solar Energy Farm which is 
proposed for a 290 acre site at Gwernigron Farm (see City Times 
issue 3). The application, which is classed as a Development of 
National Significance (DNS) will be reviewed by the Planning 
Inspectorate in Cardiff. They will assess the application and consult 
with a number of parties including Denbighshire County Council. 
Application details will soon be available to view online, should 
people wish to comment on it.  www.solarcentury.com/elwy 

Riverbank clearance 
Natural Resources Wales have been busy clearing some 
of the flood debris and excess vegetation on the East 
bank of the Elwy to decrease hold up of river flow dur-
ing adverse weather events, aiming to complete work 
before nesting begins in earnest. Seen in action is an 
impressive and versatile Jensen tracked chipper. Repairs 
have also been made to the flood banks downstream of 
Sprint Gardens. The Flood Investigation Report follow-
ing Storms Ciara and Dennis is expected soon.   

The pipe organ in the church was dismantled profession-
ally and recycled; five birdboxes have been made from 
unused wooden organ 
pipes and have now been 
installed in the churchyard. 
Expect some magnificent 
and thunderous birdsong…. 
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Afon Elwy Environmental Group 
The Afon Elwy Environmental  Group have gained the Green Flag Award from 
Keep Wales Tidy for several years. This year KWT gave all entrants a free gift 
of four one-year old fruit trees. They arrived in early February and were 
planted on 19th, by Chris Smith, Barbara Rust and Pat Roberts (pictured) all 
long-standing members of AEEG. With the kind permission of the City 
Council, they were planted in the community orchard near the allotments. 
The AEEG is grateful to KWT for the free gifts and hope to see them bear fruit 
in the spring. If you are interested in joining our group then please contact 
the secretary on di.r@talktalk.net 

Exploring Collaboration—a free virtual concert on 10/4/21   Tesni Jones 

My name is Tesni Jones, I’m a 22 year old student studying vocal and opera studies at the Royal Northern College of 
Music in Manchester. Students in their fourth and final year at the college are asked to create and project manage a 
personal project. Mine is  entitled Exploring Collaboration, and aims to explore and appreciate the joys and benefits 
of musical collaboration. As part of the project I will be putting on a free virtual concert on 10/04/21. 

I’ve had to work on the majority of my project digitally while at home here in St. Asaph, as I’ve been unable to return 
to Manchester for the past three months due to coronavirus travel restrictions. Although I’ve thoroughly missed my 
studies and my friends back in Manchester, I have really enjoyed being able to spend this time at home in St. Asaph. I 
have lived in St. Asaph all of my life, attending VP infants, then Ysgol Esgob Morgan, followed by Ysgol Glan Clwyd. 
Before moving to Manchester to study I worked at the Bod Erw for three years as a waitress which was an excellent 
way of getting to meet new people in the community. It is always so lovely to come home from university and feel so 
welcomed by friends, neighbours, and the friendly community in general (especially in times like these)! In return, I 
would love to share the upcoming concert that I have been working on with the people of St. Asaph. 

The concert is free and will be aired on YouTube on 10/4/21 at 6pm. All details of the programme and how to access 
the concert are on my social media accounts:  

Webpage Projects | Tesni Jones (wixsite.com) Facebook Exploring Collaboration Instagram @exploring collaboration. 

The collaborators: Tesni Jones, Jacob Bentley, Angharad Huw, Sam Snowden and Lisa Dafydd 

The Ball that never was…. 
Mayor Peter Scott recently presented a cheque for 
£1000 to St Kentigern's Hospice. This was the money 
raised prior to the 2020 Mayor's Charity Dinner and 
even though the Dinner did not take place due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the majority of guests left the money 
in the fund. The City Council also agreed to donate 
£1000 and this was delivered at the same time.  

The picture is from the opening of the newly renovated 
St Kentigern Hospice back in March 2020, before social 
distancing was introduced. Pictured are: Lady Mayoress 
Sue Scott, Mayor Peter Scott, Lady Langford, patron of 
St Kentigern  Hospice and CEO Iain Mitchell.   
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Beekeeping—it’s in the family!   John Wynne-Jones 
My passion for beekeeping goes back to my childhood. My grandfather was a keen 
beekeeper and he was also the regional seasonal bee inspector. He had around 80 
hives to tend to of his own, many kept in church yards and vicarages. How he ever 
managed so many puzzles me still!  
As well as tending his own hives, his role as inspector meant he had to go to check on 
up to a couple of hundred beekeepers, to inspect their hives and control diseases. I 
recall as a young child watching him take a swarm from a tree near his apiary in 
Bodfari and place it in a hessian sack. He then took this to an empty hive and tipped 
all the bees onto a sheet in front of the hive. The bees then all walked up the sheet 
and into the hive. The reason they do this is to go into a dark space; once a few have 
found it they escort the queen in and they then release a pheromone from their 
nasonove gland to attract the others, fanning their wings frantically to push the scent 
to the other bees there. Once the queen has gone in they then accept it as home.  
In the summer my grandfather would attend shows to compete with all types of wax, candles, honeys, mead, honey 
cake etc. He would usually win every category until he then qualified as a judge, which meant he couldn't then enter. 
He would often take an observation hive to shows as well and give everyone interested the challenge of spotting the 
queen. I would always be completely transfixed at the sight of the bees! 
As for a bee suit, well he never wore one that I know of. As most beekeepers did then, he would throw a cotton mesh 
over his head which served as a veil, when needed. Stings didn't trouble him and it is the old beekeeper's way that I'm 
using now. Get stung little and often, from as early in season as the bees were flying. That built up resistance for the 
old beekeepers and it seems to work for me. 

I didn't start beekeeping myself until my late 40s, prompted by the fact that two of my 
uncles were having to give up beekeeping due to age and poor health. So wanting to 
keep the family connection going, my elder brother, a cousin and I all started with 3 x 5 
nucleus of bees. They soon built up to fill a hive. I taught myself as I went along, but had 
already read around 40 books by then and enjoyed watching all things beekeeping on 
YouTube.  As time went on I found myself caring for ever increasing numbers, and along 
with those I mentor as well, I found myself looking after over 50 full colonies This was 
more than can be managed easily by one person, especially with inspections needing to 
be done in the better weather and every hive needing a full inspection every 10 days, no 
easy task with between 50,000-70,000 bees in each hive. 
My brother developed a bad reaction to stings (anaphalactic shock) and was rushed to 
hospital a couple of years ago. So he is having to give up. On the family front though I'm 
lucky that my daughters and granddaughters have become interested and come to 
inspect bees with me. We are currently setting them up with their own hive. So hopefully 

we will have a fifth generation of beekeepers within our family.  
One of the many benefits of beekeeping is the harvesting of honey. In a good a year a hive will produce as much as 30-
40lb surplus to their own requirements. It's important that they are left with enough to keep them overwinter, 
although many beekeepers strip the hives of most of their honey and replace it with sugar syrup for the bees to eat 
and store. Not a practice I like, but some years you still need to feed bees without having harvested any honey at all. 
With numbers of beekeepers dropping it is really important to 
encourage more to take up beekeeping. I set up bees and hives at 
Ysgol Llewelyn in Rhyl a few years ago and one of the teachers 
there did courses to enable him to take over the management of 
them. Many pupils got interested and involved, hopefully to be 
beekeepers themselves in the future. It was intended to set up an 
apiary at Ysgol Esgob Morgan last year, with the headteacher Tim 
Redgrave courageously overcoming his fear of bees to support me 
there! Due to the Covid pandemic things have been on hold, but 
hopefully it will get going soon and we will have many pupils 
involved. 
It still amazes me when capturing and moving swarms, often 
thinking back to my grandfather doing the same!               
More on bee-keeping in the next issue... John, Kim, Ella, Caitlin and Millie 

A skep for catching swarms 
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Help for the Elderly       Sue Last 
The national charity Re-engage (formerly Contact the Elderly) works to reduce 
loneliness and social isolation in older people. After launching a successful 
telephone befriending service as the pandemic hit the country last year, the charity 
is now exploring ways to support older people on line. Starting off with a choice of 
Chair Yoga, Tai Chi and general fitness, the groups will be on Zoom, facilitated by 
instructors with experience of tailoring exercises specifically for older people, and 
will leave plenty of time for participants to chat.  The groups are free to join and 
over 75s of all fitness levels are welcome.   To find out more telephone 0800 
7165430 or visit www.re-engage.org.uk/join-a-group .    
Jointly with St. Asaph Rotary and Llanelwy WI, the parish church was holding 
monthly Re-engage teas before the pandemic. It is hoped to start these again when 
Covid restrictions allow. Maybe with some chair yoga beforehand! 
Other organisations: 
Carers Wales www.carersuk.org 0808 808 7777 give expert advice, information and support, and connects carers so no one 
has to be alone. They campaign for lasting change, innovate to find new ways to reach and support carers. 
NEWCIS   www.newcis.org.uk  01745 331181 provide information, support, training and counselling to unpaid carers. 
Carers Trust North Wales (North Wales Crossroads) www.nwcrossroads.org.uk   01492 542212 provide services and work 
with carers and other stakeholders to influence service innovation and growth. 
HAFAL  www.hafal.org 01792 816 600 / 832 400 provides practical help, information, advice and support to unpaid carers of 
people with mental illness 
Tide  www.tide.uk.net 0151 237 2669 building a better future for carers of people with dementia. 
Alzheimer’s society www.alzheimers.org.uk 03331 503456 support groups, local services with befriending services 
Age Cymru / Age UK www.ageuk.org.uk 01352 700067 regular telephone friendship service and 24 hour help line. 
Denbighshire County Council Keep in Touch 0300 111 2120 offers companion telephone calls. 

Chair yoga 

USE PDF 
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Llanelwy WI       Denise Dalbertson 
Ghouls and ghosts at Llanelwy WI's members’ meeting! A fascinating and 
enthralling virtual talk from Sarah Slater, curator at Hampton Court Palace. 
Sarah started the talk by showing the mourning outfit that she made and 
wears when doing the Ghost Tour at HCP. It is made from matt black silk 
complete with corset, jet buttons and a bustle and worn with a black bonnet 
and veil, as seen in the picture. 

Apparently, there are a number of lost souls and hauntings at the Palace, 
including a couple of dogs and a cat! One of the more well know and often 
seen is The Grey Lady, who appears in different locations within the Palace, 
moat and gardens and has been identified as Sybel Penn, who died in 1562. 
She was a dry nurse to three of Henry VIII's children.  

The most famous must be Catherine Howard who was accused of adultery 
and sentenced to death. Her anguished ghost can be seen in what is now 
known as the Haunted Gallery and she is very vocal!  Sarah finished the talk 
with further snippets of ghostly sightings and sounds. An excellent talk that 
was enjoyed by the members. If you would like to find out more about this 
friendly WI, please contact Anwen Hughes, President, 07592029091. 

Marquees available to a good home 
St Asaph City Council has two marquees which are offered free to a good home. They are “quite 
big”, and were used to cover the stall holders when the Christmas Party in the Yard was held in 
R N William’s yard.  Contact Jill Ellison, the City Clerk on clerk@stasaphcitycouncil.gov.uk for 
further details. 
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Flooding—some further progress with defences 
Peter Scott, our Mayor, has recently represented the Flood Awareness Group 
in a meeting with Keith Ivens from Natural Resources Wales, and Wayne Hope  
and Liz Grieve both from Denbighshire County Council. 

Keith agreed that suggestions made by the Group previously were valid. 
Natural Resources Wales have confirmed that they will be undertaking the 
following work during the Summer: 

1. The east bank where overtopping occurred near the sewage works during 
Storm Ciara will be built up to levels that will bring it in line with the rest of the 
defences. This should help protect Spring Gardens from further flooding. 

2. On the west bank, the wall behind Roe Parc will be built up by the end of the 
footpath so that the height of defences there will be extended towards the 
Spring Gardens Bridge. Urgent sandbagging had been required during the 
flooding to stop water pouring round the end of the flood wall.  

Liz Grieve has a supply of Floodsax stored in the community centre for use at 
Llys y Felin if/when required. These would  be deployed and fitted by Housing 
operatives and removed once the risk has subsided. She has also ordered flood 

prevention barriers for all ground floor 
doors which she is hoping will be in place by 
the end of April. The City Council’s sand 
bags are also stored here ready for 
immediate use. 

Wayne Hope is still looking into the problem of the fountain of water that bursts 
out of the drain cover during floods, and which causes the problem for Llys y Felin. 
This remains a difficult problem to assess. 

Water cascading over the bank by the 
sewage works during storm Ciara 

Sandbags were required at the end of the 
wall behind Roe Parc 
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R W Roberts & Son 
Independent Funeral Directors 

Trefnwyr Angladdau Annibynnol 

Personal, caring and complete service 

Day and Night 

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans 
available 

Plas Tirion, Kinmel Avenue 

Abergele 
01745 827777 

email : rwroberts.abergele@gmail.com 

Gorffwysfa, Ystrad Road 

Denbigh 
01745 812935 

email : rwroberts.gorffwysfa@gmail.com 

www.rwrobertsandson.co.uk 



“With great chicken….”Walking up Chester street during lockdown, a collection of 
Kentucky Fried Chicken garbage was found strewn along the pavement. Inside the main box was 
the receipt from KFC in Greyhound Retail park in Chester, dated the previous day. No doubt the 
person concerned was hungry after doing essential work in Chester, bought a KFC there, ate it 
on the A55, and whilst arriving in St. Asaph must have encountered a freak gust of wind that 
blew the debris out of the open passenger side window, without the person realising…...       One 

can’t blame fast food outlets for the habits of a minority of customers, but it makes for a poor image for them.  City 
Times contacted the Press Office at KFC for comments, and received the following statement: “With great chicken 
comes great responsibility - our teams do regular local litter picks. But we can’t do it alone so we also ask our fans to 
do their bit, encouraging everyone to ensure their litter ends up in the bin.”  That would indeed be nice. 

DRAFT ADVERT—
use pdf 

All Stars Cricket Course for 5-8 yr olds  
St Asaph Cricket Club is joining hundreds of other clubs throughout the UK in running 
the ECB’s All Stars course this summer. All Stars provides a fantastic first experience for 
all children aged 5-8 years old where they’re guaranteed 8 weeks of jam-packed fun, 
activity and skills development! The programme is designed to introduce children to the 
sport, teach them new skills, help them make new friends and have a great time doing 
so. Every child that registers will receive a backpack full of goodies. Key features of this 
safe and fully accredited course include: 

• A perfect first experience of cricket for all boys and girls aged 5-8 years-old 
• Eight 45 minute sessions, held over 8 weeks on Fridays at 1800hrs 
• Valuable time with your kids – mums and dads are encouraged to take part too 
• All Stars Cricket kit bag, which includes: cricket bat, cricket ball, personalised T-shirt 

with your child’s name, and early sign-ups will also receive a cap. 
Cost of the course: £40. Check out further details on www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars  
There will be a free taster session on 14th May. Please contact Gareth Ryan on 07896 683082  
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BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
New Builds Refurbishments 

Extensions  Conversions 
We offer a personalised service and competitive costings, providing 

expertise, experience and professionalism at all times 

Tel: 01745 798085 Mob: 0771 563743 

www.garnett-hughes.co.uk 

Office 7, Hanover House, The Roe, St Asaph LL17 0LT 

 

 

 



Move A Marathon for Ethan: 18th - 20th June 
Plans are moving ahead for a major fund-raising weekend on the 18th-20th 
June in memory of Ethan Ross who tragically died in a road accident in 
September 2020. Ethan’s family are raising funds for two very special charities:  
Wales Air Ambulance and Young Minds, both of which are described below. 
Many people have now signed up to take part in this event, when participants 
will be encouraged to moveamarathon4Ethan by walking, running, cycling, 
canoeing, skating, or generally moving alone or in teams for a distance of 26.6 
miles. You too can sign up to join the enthusiastic participants in this special 
event on www.denbighshireleisure.co.uk/moveamarathonforethan or you can 
donate on www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/moveamarathonforethan.   
Rebecca Chapman has produced the wonderful picture opposite, showing 
many of the prominent buildings in St Asaph, and unframed copies are 
available for £10, with proceeds also going to #moveamarathonforEthan. You 
can view the print in the Flowerpot Café and order them from 
moveamarathonforethan@outlook.com  Details of a raffle with a huge list of 
donated prizes can be found on the Facebook page. 

Wales Air Ambulance 
With the introduction of the night service in December 
2020, and with pre-hospital critical care provided by 
onboard consultants and specialist practitioners, the 
Wales Air Ambulance has become one of the most 
medically advanced air ambulance operations in Europe. 
The four bases in Cardiff, Llanelli, Welshpool and 
Caernarfon take around 2500 calls each year, and can 
reach any part of Wales within 20 minutes. The specialist 
assessment and stabilisation they provide means that 
they can take patients directly to the most appropriate 
hospital—for example, to a regional trauma or 
neurosurgical centre.  
The cost of this service is £8 million per year, part funded 
by the NHS (health staff) and part by fund-raising 
(helicopters, crew and back-up services. Let’s support it -
it might be us next time. 

Young Minds 
“We want to see a world where no 
young person feels alone with their 
mental health, and all young people 
get the mental health support they 
need, when they need it, no matter 
what.” 
There are so many challenges facing 
young people today. Beginning to make your way in life 
is often hard, with the challenges of family life, school, 
exams, employment, peer relationships, and concerns 
about the climate crisis. And if that were not enough, on 
top of them has come the Covid pandemic. Anxiety, 
depression and mental health problems are common in 
young people. Young Minds plans its service with major 
input from young people who have experienced mental 
health problems themselves, or in people close to them.  
The YM website, which had 2.5 million hits last year, is a 
ready source of advice and support. YM provides  a 24/7 
emergency free text service for young people in crisis 
(text YM to 85258), and are launching a Young Minds 
phone app. They have a high profile on social media, 
campaigning for companies to change policies to help 
build safer experiences for young and vulnerable people. 
They are doing great work for our young people. 

G-WENU, the advanced Airbus H145 helicopter with twin tur-
boshaft engines. Photo by kind permission of Brian Nicholas 

The City Times is a non-profit free community paper with a print run of 2000 distributed to all homes and businesses 
in St Asaph and to the Business Park, and to pick-up points in neighbouring villages. It is produced and distributed by 
volunteers. We thank all our advertisers and sponsors. We welcome your stories, letters, photos, reports and 
announcements; we need your adverts and sponsorship. City Times has a big local readership! 
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