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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 
2023 of St Asaph City Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of the Auditor 
General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 
2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Unqualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of my audit, 
in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for concern that, in any 
material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 

• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, 

efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not 
affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Papers circulated to members 

The Council has not published papers that have been circulated to members in advance of 
meetings as required by the Local Government (Democracy) (Wales) Act 2013. 

Outdated Contract of Employment 

The Clerk’s contract of employment states any number of hours can be worked up to a 
maximum of 104 hours per month. The reported number of hours worked routinely exceeds 
this limit. We recommend that the Council reviews the Clerks contract of employment. 

Arrangements to secure value for money 

The Council has routinely engaged with Vale of Clwyd Carpet Cleaning. For the 2022-23 
financial £8305.13 was paid to this contractor. The procurement of these services has been 
treated as singular contracts and have been dealt with in accordance with the Council’s 
standing orders. However, in our view contracts for supplies, services or works shall not be 
split (disaggregated) in an attempt to avoid the applicability standing orders. We recommend 
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that the Council should consider whether their arrangement with this contractor still 
represents value for money and should be treated as a singular contract/arrangement. 

Restatement of prior year comparative accounting statements 

The Council has restated its prior year comparative accounting statement without adequate 
disclosure explaining the reason for the restatement. Lines 4 and 6 have been restated, there 
is no effect on balances carried forward for this restatement. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 03/09/2024 
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